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 MDCCLEXXIX. 


he 


_ and from its gothic ftru@ture; but more 


ATHLIN AND DUNBAYNE. 


ent. ene 


N the north eaft coait of Scotland, — 
in the moft romantic part of the 
‘Highlands, ftood the caftle of Athlin; 
an edifice built on the fummit of 2 
rock whofe bafe was in the fea. Thie 
pile was venerable from its antiquity, 


venerable from the virtues which it . 

enclofed. It was the refidence of the 

fill beautiful widow, and the children, - 
BS of 


( 2 } | 
of the noble Earl of Athlin, who was _ 
flain by the hand of Malcolm, a neigh- 
bouring chicf, proud, oppreffive, re- 
vengeful; and ftill refiding in all the 
pomp of feudal greatnefs, within a few 
miles of the caftle of Athlin. Encroach- — 
‘ment on the domain of Athlin, was 
the occafion of the animofity which 
— fubfifted between the chiefs. Frequent 
broils had happened between their 
clans, in which that of Athlin had 
generally been victorious. Malcolm, | 
whofe pride was touched by the defeat 
of his people; whofe ambition was 
curbed by the authority, and whofe 
greatnefs was rivalled by the power of 
the Earl, conceived for him, that deadly 
hatred which oppofition to its favourite 
paffions naturally excites in a mind — 
like his, haughty and unaccuftomed to 
<ontroul; and he meditated his deftruc- 
tion. He planned his purpofe with 
all that addrefs which fo eminently 


marked his character, and in a battle 
which 


{ 3 ) 


which was attended by the chiefs of 
each party in perfon, he contrived by. 
a curious fineffe, to entrap the Earl, 
accompanied by a {mall detachment, in 
his wiles, and there flew him. “A gene- 
ral route of his clan enfued, which 
was followed by a dreadful flaughter; 
and a few only efcaped to te!! the horrid 
cataftrophe to Matilda. Matilda, over- 
whelmed by the news, and deprived of 
thofe numbers which would make re- 
venge fuccefsful, forbore to facrifice 
the lives of her few remaining people 
to a feeble attempt at retaliation, and 
fhe was conftrained to endure in filence 
her forrows and her injuries. 


Inconfolable for his death, Matilda 
had withdrawn from the public eye, 
into this ancient feat of feudal govern- 
- ment, and there, in the bofom of her 
people and her family, had devozed 
herfelf to the education of her chil- 
| dren, One fon and one daughter were 

Be all 
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all that furvived to her care, and their 
growing virtues promifed to repay all 
her tendernefs. Ofbert was in his nine- 
teenth year: nature had given him a 
mind ardent and fufceptible, to which 
education had added refinement and 
expanfion. The vifions of genius were 
bright in his imagination, and his heart, 
unchilled by the touch of difappoint- 
ment, glowed with all the warmth of 
benevolence. 


When firft we enter on the theatre of 
the world, and begin to notice the ob- 
jets that furround us, young imagina- 
tion heightens every fcene, and the 
warm heart expands to all around it. 
The happy benevolence of our feelings 
prompts us to belicve that every body 
is good, and excites our wonder why 
every body is not happy. We are fired 
with indignation at the recital of an act 
of injuftice, and at the unfecling vices 
of which we are told. Ata tale of 

—— — diftrefs 


(5 ) 
diltrefs our tears flow a full tribute 
to pity. At.a deed of virtue our heart 
unfolds, our foul afpires, we blefs the 
action, and fcel ourfeives the doer. 
As we advance in life, imagination is 
compelled to relinquifh’a part of her 
fweet delirium; we are led reluctandy 
to truth through the paths of cxpe- 
rience; and the objects of our fond 
attention are vicwed with a feverer eye. 
Here an altered fcene appears ;—frowns 
where late were fmiles; deep fhades 
where fate was funfhine: mean paffions, 
or difeufting apathy ftain the features of 
the principal figures. We turn indig- 
nant froin a profpect fo miferable, and 
court again the fwect illufions of our 
early days, but ah! they are fled for 
ever! Conitrained, therefore, to behold 
objects in their more genuine forms, 
_ their deformity is by degrees lefs pain- 
ful to us. The fine touch of moral 
fufceptibiliry, by frequent irritation, 
becomes callous, and too frequently 


B 3 | we 
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we mingle with the world, till we are 
added to the number of its votaries. 


Maiy, who was juft feventeen, had 
the accomplifhments of riper’ years, 
with the touching fimplicity of youth. 
The graces of her perfon were inferior 
only tothofe of her mind, which illu- 
Muined her countenance with inimitable 
«xpreifion, | | 


Twelve ycars had now ctapfed fince 
the death of the Earl, and time had 
blunted the keen edge of forrow. Ma- 
ulda’s grief had declined into a gentle, 
and ‘not unpleafing melancholy, which 
gave a foft and interefting fhade to the 
natural dignity of her character. Hi- 
therto her attention had been folely 
direéted towards rearing thofe virtues 
which nature had planted with fo libe- 
ral a hand in her children, and which . 
under the genial influence of her eye,” 


had fiourifhed and ex panded 1 into beauty : 
. and. 
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and ftrength. A new hope, and new 
{olicitudes, now arofe in her breaft: 
~ thefe dear children were arrived at an 
age, dangerous from its tender fulcep- 
tibility, and from the influence whick 
imagination has at that time over the 
paffions. Impreffions would foon be 
formed which would ftamp their deftiny 
for life. The anxious mother lived 
but in her children, and fhe had yet 
another caufe of apprehenfion. — 


When Obbert learned the ftory of his — 
father’s death, his young heart glowed 
to avenge the deed. The late Earl, 
who had governed with the real dignity 
of powcr, was adored by his clan; they 
were eager to revenge his injuries; 
_ but opprefied by the generous com- 

_ paffion of the Countefs, their murmurs 
- funk into filence: yet they fondly che- 
rifhed the hope that their young Lord. 
would one day lead them on to conqueft 
and revenge. The time was now come 

Ba when 
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when they looked to fee this hope, the 
folace ot many acruel moment, realized. © 
The tender fears of a mother would not | 
fuffer Matilda to rifque the chief of her 
laft remaining comforts. She forbade 
Ofbert to engage. He fubmitted in 
filence, and endeavoured by application 
to his favourite fludics, to ftifle the 
emotions which roufed him to arms. | 
He excelled in the various accomplifh- 
ments of his rank, but chiefly in. the 
martial cxercifes, for they were conge- 
nial to the nobility of his foul, and he 
had a fecret pleafure in believing, that 
they would one time affift him to do 
juttice to the memory of his dead father. 
His warm imagination directed him to 
poetry, and he followed where fhe led. 
He loved to wander among the roman- 
tic fcenes of the Highlands, where the 
wild variety of nature infpired him with 
all the enthufiafm of his favourite art. 
He delighted in the terrible and in the 


grand, more than in the fofter land{cape; 
and » 
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and wrapt in the bright vifions of 
fancy, would often lofe himfelf in 
awful folitudes. 


It was in one of thefe rambles, that 
having flrayed for fome miles over hills | 
covercd with heath, from whence the 
eye was prefented with only the bold 
outlines of uncultivated nature, rocks 
piled on rocks, catara¢éts and vaft moors 
unmarked by the foot of traveller, he 
loft the path which he had himfclf 
made; he looked in vain for the ob- 
jects which had directed him, and his 
heart, for the firft time, felt the repulfe © 
of fear. No veftige of a human being 
was to be f{cen, and the dreadful filence 
of the place was interrupted only by the 
roar of diftant torrents, and by the 
{creams of the birds which New over his _ 
head. He fhouted, and his voice was 
an{wered only by deep echos from the 
mountains. He remained for fomctime _ 
in a filent dread not wholly unpleafing, 
| Bs | but 


(to jy. 
but which was foon heightened to 4 
degree of terror not to be endured; and 
he turned his fteps backward, forlorn, _ 
and almoft without hope. His memory _ 
-: gave him back no image of the paft; 
and having wandered fome time, he 
came toa narrow pafs, which he entered, 
overcome with fatigue and fruitlefs 
fearch: he had not advanced far, when — 
- an‘abrupt opening in the rock fuddenly 
prefented him with a view of the moit | 
beautifully romantic fpot he had ever 
feen. Jt was a valley almoft furrounded 
by a barrier of wild rocks, whofe bafe 
was fhaded with thick woods of pine 


and fir. A torrent which tumbled from 
_. the heights, and was feen through the 


woods, rufhed with amazing impetu- 
ofity into a fine lake which flowed 
through the vale, and was loft in the 
deep recefles of the mountains. Herds 
of cattle grazed in the bcttom, and 
the delighted eyes of Ofbert were once 
more bleffed with the ba of human 

dwel- 
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dwellings. Far on the margin of the 
{tream were fcattered a few neat cot- 
‘tages. His heart was fo gladdened at 
the profpect, that he forgot he had yet 
~ the way to find which led to this Ely- 
fian vale. He was juft awakened to this 
diftreffing reality, when his attention 
was once more engaged by the manly 
figure of a young Highland peafant, 
who advanced towards him with an air 
of benevolence, and, having learned his 
dittrefs, offered to condu& him to his 
cottage. Ofbert accepted the invita- 
tion, and they wound down the hill, 
through an obfcure and intricate path, 
together. They arrived at one of the 
cottages which the Earl had obferved 
from the height; they entered, and the 
peafant prefented his gueft to a venera- 
ble old Highlander, his father. Refreth- 
ments were fpread on the table by 
a pretty young girl, and Ofbert after 
having partook of them and refted 
scan departed, accompanied by Al- 

B 6 ~ leyn, 
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leyn, the young peafant, who had offered 
to be his guide. The Iength of the 


walk was beguiled by converfation. 


Ofbert was interefted by difcovering in 
his companion a dignity of thought, and 
a courfe of fentiment fimilar to his 
own. On their way, they paffed at 
fome ‘diftance the caftle of ; Dunbayne. 
This object gave to Ofbert a bitter 
reflection, and drew from him a deep 
figh.. Alleyn made obfervations «:.1 the 
‘bad policy of oppreifion in a chief, 
and produced as an inftance the Baron 
Malcolm. Thefe lands, faid he, are 
his, and they are fcarcely fufhcient 
to fupport his wretched people, who, 
finking under fevere exactions, fuffer 
to lie uncultivated, tracts which would 


otherwife yicld riches to their Lord. 


His clan, oppreffed by their burdens, 
threaten to rife and do juftice to them- 


{elves by force of arms. The Baron, | 


my haughty confidence, laughs at their 
“defiance, and is infenfible to his dan- 


gers 
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ger; for fhould an infurrection hap- 
pen, there are other clans who would 
eagerly join in his deftruction, and 
punifh with the fame weapon the tyrant 
and the murderer. Surprifed at the 
bold independence of thefe words, de- 
livered with uncommon energy, the 
heart of Ofbert beat quick, and *f O- 
God! my father!” burft from his lips. 
Alleyn ftood aghaft! uncertain of the 
effect which his {peech had produced ; 


ain an inftant the whole truth flathed into 


his mind: He behcld the fon of the 
Lord whom hc had been taught to love, 
and whofe fad ftory had been impreffed 
upon his heart in the early days of childs 
hood; he funk at his feet, and ems 
braced his knees with a romantic ardor. 
The young Earl raifed him from the 
ground, and the following words re- 


heved him from his aftonithment, and 


filled his eyes with tears of mingled joy 
and forrow. ‘** There are other clans 


as ready as your own to avenge the 


— wrongs 
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wrongs of the noble Earl of Athlin; 
the Fitz-Henrys were ever friends to . 
virtue.” The countenance of the youth, 
while he fpoke, was overfpread with 
the glow of confcious dignity, and his 
eyes were animated with the pride of 
virtue. The breaft of Ofbert kindled 
with the noble purpofe, but the image 
of his weeping mother croffed his mind, 
and checked the ardor of the impulfe. | 
<< A time may come, my friend,” faid 
he, ‘* when your generous zeal will be 
- accepted with the warmth of gratitude 
it deferves. Particular circumftances 
will not fuffer me, at prefent, to fay 
more.” The warm attachment of Al- 
leyn to his father funk deep in his 
heart. | 


It was evening ere they reached the 
caftic, and Alleyn remained the Earl’s 
gueft for that night. - 


- ** CH AP- 
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CHAPTER II. 


TT HE following day was appointed 
for the celebration of an annual 
feftival given by the Earl to his people, 
and he would not fuffer Alleyn to de- 
part. The hall was {pread with tables ; 
and dance and merriment refounded 
through the caftle. It was ufual on 
that day for the clan to affemble in 
arms, on account of an attempt, the 
memory of which it was meant to per- 
petuate, made, two centuries before, by 
an hoftile clan to furprize them in their 
feftivity. 


In the mornmg were performed the 
martial exercifes, in which emulation 
was excited by the honorary rewards 
beftowcd on excellence. The Countefs 


and her lovely daughter, beheld from 


the ramparts of the caftle, the feats 
performed onthe plains below. Their 
| atten- 
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attention was engaged, and their cu- 
riofity excited by the appearance of a 
ftranger, who managed the lance and 
the bow with fuch exquifite dexterity, 
~asto bear off cach prize of chivalry. It 
was Alleyn. He received the palm of 
— vittory, as was ufual, from the hands 
of the Earl; and the medeft dignity 
with which he accepted it, charmed 


~ the beholders. 


The Earl honoured the feaft with his 
prefence, at the conclufion of which, 
each euett arofe, and feizing his goblet 
with his left hand, and with his right 
ftriking his fword, drank to the memory 
of their departed Lord. The hall 
echoed with the gencral voice. Ofbert 
felcit ftrike upoa his heart the alaruin 
of war. The pcople then joined hands, — 
and drank to the honour of the fon 
of their late mafter. Ofbert under- 
_ ftood the fignal, and overcome with 
emotion, every confidcration yielded to 

that 


vowed 6 Ty 


Pies 
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that of avenging his father. He arofe, 
and harangucd the clan with all the fire 
of youth and of indignant virtue. As he 
fpoke, the countenance of his people 
flafhed with impatient joy ; a deep mur-_ 
mur of applaufe ran through the affem- 
bly; and when he was filent, each man, 
crofling his fword with that of his 
neighbour, fwore by that facred pledge 


of union, never to quit the caufe in 


which they now engaged, till the life 


of their enemy had paid the debt of 
juftice and of revenge. 


In the evening, the wives and daugh- 
ters of the peafantry came to the caftle, 
and joined in the feftivity. It was ufual 
for the Countefs and her ladies .to 
obferve from a gallery of the hall, the 
various performances of dancc and fone; 
and it had been a cuftom of old for the 
daughter of the caftle to grace the oc- 

cafion by performing a Scotch dance 
with the victor of the morning. This 


victor 
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victor now was Alleyn, who beheld 
the lovely Mary Icd by the Earl into 
the hall, and prefented to him as his 
partner in the dance. She received his 
homage with a fweet grace. She was 
dreffed in the habit of a Highland lafs, 
and her fine auburn treffes, which waved 
in her neck, were ornamented only with 
a wreath of rofes. She moved in the 
dance with the light fteps of the Graces. 
Profound filence reigned through the 
hall during the performance, and a foft 
murmur of applaufe arofe or its conclu- 
fion. The admiration of the fpectators 
was divided between Mary and the vic- 
torious ftranger. She retired to the 
gallery, and the night concluded in 
joy to all but the Earl, and to Allevn ; 
but very different was the fource and — 
the complexion of their inquietude. 
_ The mind of Ofbert revolved the chief 
occurrences of the day, and his foul 
burned with impatience to accomplifh 
the — of filial piety; yet he 

| dreaded 
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dreaded the cffe& which the communi- 
cation of his defigns might have on the 
tender heart of Matilda: on the mor- 


row, however, he refolved to acquaint 


her with them, and in a few days to 
rife and profecute his caufe with arms. 


Alleyn, whofe bofom tll now, had 
felt only for others’ pains, began to be 
con{cious of hisown. His mind uneafy 
and reftlefs, gave him only the image 
of the high-born Mary; he endea- 
voured to exclude her idea, but with 
an effort fo faint, that it would ftill 
intrude! Pleafed, yet fad, he would 
not acknowledge even to himfelf, that 
he loved; fo ingenlous are we to con- 
cecal every appearance of evil from our- 
{ulves. He arofe with the dawn, and 
departed from the caftle full of grati- 
tude and fecret love, to prepare his 
friends for the approaching war. 


The Earl awoke from broken flum- 
bers, 
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bers, and fummoned all his fortitude to © 


‘encounter the tender oppofition of his 
mother. He entered her apartment 
with faultering fteps, and his counte- 
nance betrayed the emotions of his foul, 
Matilda was foon informed of what 
her heart had foreboded, and overcome 
with dreadful fenfation, funk lifelefs 
in her chair, Ofbert flew to her 
—affiftance, and Mary and the attendants 
foon recovered her to fenfe and wretch- 
cdnefs. 


The mind of Ofbert was torn by 
the moft cruel conftié : filial duty, ho- 
nour, revenge commanded him to go; 
filial love, regret, and pity, entreated 
him to ftay. Mary fell at his feet, and 
clafping his knees with all the wild 
encrey of woe, befought him to relin- 
quifh his fatal purpofe, and fave his 


lat furviving parent. Her tears, her 


fighs, and the foft fimplicity of her 


air, fpoke a yct ftronger language than 


‘iher 
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ner tongue: but the filent grief of the 
Countefs was ftill more touching, and 
‘a his endeavours to footh her, he was 
on the point of yielding his refolution, 
when the figure of his dying father 
arofe to his imagination, and ftamped — 
his purpofe irrevocably. The anxiety of 
a fond mother, prefented Matilda with 
the image of her fon bleeding and 
ghaftly; and the death of her Lord was 
revived in her memory with all the 
agonizing grief that fad event had im- 
preffed upon her heart, the harfher 
characters of which, the Icnient hand 
of time had almoft obliterated. So 
lovely is Pity in all her attitudes, that 
fondnefs prompts us to believe fhe can. 
never tranfgrefs ; but fhe changes into a. 
vice, when fhe overcomes the purpofes 
of ftronger virtue. Sterner principles 
now nerved the breaft of Ofbert againft 
her influence, and impelled him on to 
deeds of arms. . He fummoned a few of 
the moft able and trufty of the clan, and 
| held 
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held a council of war; in which ic 
was refolved that Malcolm fhould be 
attacked with all the force they could 
affemble, and with all the fpeed which 
the importance of the preparation would 
allow. To prevent fufpicion and alarm 
to the Baron, it was agreed it fhould be 
given out, that thefe preparations were 
intended for affiftance to a Chief of a 
diftant part. That, when they fet out 
on the expedition, they fhould purfue, 
for fome time, a contrary way, but 
under favour of the night fhould fud- _ 
denly change their route, and turn upon 
the caftle of Dunbayne. 


In the mean time, Alleyn was ftre- — 
nuous in exciting his friends to the 
caufe, and fo fuccefsful in the under- 
taking, as to have collected, in a few 
days, a number of no inconfiderable 
-—confequence. To the warm enthufiafm 
of virtue, was now added a new motive 
of exertion, It was no longer fimply | 
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an attachment to the caufe of juftice, 


which roufed him to action; the pride’ 


of diftinguifhing himfelf in the eyes 
of his miftrefs, and of deferving her 
cfteem by his zealous fervices, gave 
combined force to the firft impulfe 


» of benevolence. The fweet thought of 


+ deferving her thanks, operated fecretly 


» on his foul, for he was yet ignorant 
' of its influence there. In this ftate he 
: again appeared at the caftle, and told the 
., Earl, that himfelf and his friends were 


& 


' +} ready to follow him whenever the fignal 


: fhould be given. His offer was accepted 
* with the warmth of kindnefs it claimed, 


~ wig a ote cnd 


"3 and he was defired to hold himfelf in 
-. , readinefs for the onfet. 


In a few days the preparations were 
~ completed, Alleyn and his friends were 
« fummoned, the clan affembled in arms, 
* and with the young Earl at their head, 
* depasted on their expedition. The. 
| Parting between Ofbert and his family 


may 
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may be eafily conceived; nor could 
all the pride of expected conqueft fup- 
prefs a figh which efcaped from Alleyn | 
when his eyes bade adieu to Mary, 
who, with the Countefs, ftood on the 
terrace of the caftle, purfuing with 
aching fight the march of her beloved 
brother, till diftance veiled him from 
her view ; fhe then turned into the caftle 
weeping, and foreboding future cala- 
mity. She endeavoured, however, to 
to affume an appearance of tranquil- 
lity, that fhe might deceive the fears of 
Matilda, and footh her forrow. Ma- 
tilda, whofe mind was ftrong as her 
heart was tender, fince fhe could not 
prevent this hazardous undertaking, 
~ fummoned all her fortitude to refitt 
the impreMons of fruitlefs grief, and 
to fearch for the good which the occa- 
fion might prefent. Her efforts were 
not vain; fhe found it in the profpect 
which the enterprize afforded of honour 
to the memory of her murdered Lord, | 

| ; and 
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and of retribution on the head of 


the murderer. 


It was evening when the Earl de- 
parted from the caftle; he purfued a 
contrary route till night favoured his. 
defigns, when he wheeled towards the 
caftle of Dunbayne. The extreme 
darknefs of the night affitted their plan, 
which was to teule the walls, furprize 
the centinels, burft their way into the 
inner courts fword in hand, and force 
the murderer from his retreat. They 


had trod for many mules the dreary 


wilds, unafifted by the leaft gleam 
of light, when fuddenly their cars were 
{truck with the difmal note of a watch- 
bell, which chimed the hour of the 
night. Every heart beat to the found. 
They knew thcy were near the abode 
of the Baron. They halted to confule 
concerning their proceedings, when ir 


Was agreed, that the Earl with Al- 


icyn and a chofen few, fhould proceed 
Cc to 


( 26 ) 
to reconnoitre the caftle, while the rey 
fhould remain at a {imall diftance await- 
ing the fignal of approach. The Earl 
and his party purfued their march with 
filent fteps; they perccived a faint light 
which they gueffed to proceed from 


the watch-tower of the caftle, and 


they were now almoft under its walls. 
They paufed awhile in filence to give 
breath to expectation, and to liften if 
any thing was ftirring. All was in- 
volved in the gloom of night, and 
the filence of death prevailed. They 
had now time to examine, as well as 
the darknefs would permit, the fitua- 
tion of the caftle, and the height of 
the walls; undto prepare for the affault. 
The edifice was built with gothic mag- 
nificence upon a high and dangerous 


rock. — Its lofty towers ftill frowned in 


proud fublimity, and the immenfity of 
the pile ftood a record of the ancient 
—confequence of its pofleffors. The rock 
was furrounded by a ditch, broad, but — 
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not deep, over which were two draw- 


bridges, one on the north fide, the 
other on the caft; they ‘were both 


up, but they feparated in the center, — 


one half of the bridge remaining on 
the fide of the plains. The bridge on 
the north led to the grand gateway of 
the caftle; that on the eaft to a {mall 
watch-tower: thefe were all the en- 
trances. The rock was almoft pcr- 
pendicular with the walls, which were 
{trong and lofty. After furveying the 
fituation, they pitched upon afpot where 


the rock appeared moft acceflible, and 


which was contiguous to the principal 
yate,and gave fignal to the clan. They 
approached in filence, and _ gently 
throwing down the bundles. of fag- 
got, which they had brought for the 
purpofe, into the ditch, made them- 


felves a bridge over which they paffed | 
in fafety, and prepared to afcend the 


heights. It had been refolved that a 
party, of which Alleyn was onc, fhould 
Ca — {cale 
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{cale the walls, furprize the centinels, 
-and open the gates to the reft of the 
clan, which with the Earl, were to 
remain without. Alleyn was the firtt 
Who fixed his ladder and mounted; 
he was inftantly followed by the reft of 
his party, and with much difficulty, 
and fome hazard, they gained the ram- 
parts in fafety. They traverfed a part 
of the platform without hearing the 
found of a voice or a ftep; profound 
fleep feemed to bury all. A number 
of the party approached fome centinels 
who were aficep on their poft; them 
they fcized; while -Alleyn, with a few 
others, flew to open the neareft gate, 
and to Ict down the drawbridge. This 
they accomplifhed; but in the mean 
time the fignal of furprize was given, 
and inftantly the alarm bell rang our, 
and the caftle rcfounded with the clang 
of arms. All was tumult and confu- 
fion. The Earl with part of his peo- 
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ple entered the gate ; the reft were fol- 
lowing, when fuddenly the portcullis 
was dropped, the bridge drawn up, and 
the Earl and his people found them- 
felves furrounded by an armed mult 
tude which poured in torrents from 
every recefs of the caftle. Surprized, 
but not daunted, the Tart rufhed for- 
ward Svord in hand, and fought swith 
adefperate valour. The foul of Alleyn 
feemed to acquire new vigour from the . 
confi; he fought like a man panting: 
for honour and certain of victory ; 
wherever he rufhed, conqueft few before 
him. He, with the Earl, forced his 
way into the inner courts in fearch of 


. tne Baron, and hoped to have fatisficd 


"a juft revenec, and to have concluded 
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LN pai ee Oy ee 


the conflict with the death of the 
murderer; but the moment in which 
they entered the courts, the gates were 
clofed upon them; they were environed 
by a band of guards; and after a fhort 


C3) refitt- 
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-refiftance, in which Alleyn received a 
flight wound, they were feized as pri- 
foners of war. The flaughter without 
was great and dreadful: the people of 
the Baron infpired with fury, were 
infatiate for death; many were killed 
in the courts, and on the platform; 
many, in attempting to cfcape, were 
thrown from the ramparts; and many 
were deftrojed by the fudden raifing of 
the bridge. A fmall part, only, of 
the brave and adventurous band who 
had engaged in the caufe of juftice, and 
who were driven back from the walls, 
furvived to carry the dreadful tidings to 
the Countefs. The fate of the Earl 
remained unknown. The confternation 
among the friends of the flain 1s not 
to be defcribed, and it was heightened 
by the unaccountable manner in which 
the victory had been obtained; for it was 
well known that Malcolm had never, 


but when war made it neceflary, more 
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foldiers in his garrifon than feudal 


pomp demanded ; yet on this occafion, 
a number of armed men rufhed from 


the receffes of his cafile, fuMicient to 
overpower the force of a whole clan. 
But they knew not the feeret means of 
intelligence which the Baron poffefled 5 
the jealoufy of conference had arincd 
him with apprehenfion for his fafety ; 
and for fome years he had. planted {pics 
near the caftle of Athlin, to obferve all 
that paffed within it, and to give him 
linmediate intelligence of every warlike 
preparation. A tranfaction fo ftriking, 
and fo public as that which had oce 
curred on the day of the feftival, when 
the whole people fwore to avenge the 
murder of their Chief, it was not pro- 
bable would efcape the vigilant eye of 
his mercenaries: the incident had been 
communicated to him with all the 
ageravations of fear and wonder, and 
had given him the fignal for defence. 


C4 The 


ITT A LS (ON SE gee IES Ra AN yd. Pear gn feng ee oO PAIS as oe Pa ay eSNG I I ge NO EE try ye AE UE A EE ge ge OYE ee Gy: IER 


fe ln el te tee ale ie a iD 


( 32 ) 
The accounts fent him of the military 
preparations which were forming, con- 
vinced him that this defence would 
foon be called for; and, laughing at the 
idle tales which were told him of diftant 
wars, he hafiened to ftore his garrifon 


with arms and with men, and held him- 


felf in rcadinefs to receive the affailants. 
The Baron had conducted his plans with 
all that power of contrivance which the 
fecrecy of the bufinefs demanded ; and | 
it was his defign to fuffer the enemy to 
mount hts walls, and to put them to 


the fword, when the purpofe of this 


deep-laid ftratagem had been nearly 
defeated by the drowfinefs of the cen- 
tincis who were pofted ta give fignal of 
their approach. | 


The. fortitude of Matilda fainted 
under the preffure of fo heavy a cala- 
mity ; fhe was attacked with a violent 
illnets, which had nearly terminated 

her 
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her forrows and her life; and had ren- 
dered unavailing all the tender cares of 
her daughter. Thefe tender cares, how- 
ever, were not incffectual; fhe revived, 
and they affifted to fupport her in the 
fevere hours of affliction, which the 
unknown fate of the Earl occafioned. 
Mary, who felt all the horrors of the 
late event, was ill qualified for the 
poft of a comforter; but her gcnerous 
heart, fufceptible of the deep fufferings 
of Matilda, alinoft forgot its own dif- 
trefs in the remembrance of her mo- 
ther’s. Yet the idea of her brother, 
furrounded with the horrors of im- 
prifonment and death, would often 
obtrude itfelf- on her - imagination, 
with an emphafis which almoft over- _ 
came her reafon. Shc had alfoa ftrong 
degree of pity for the fate of the 
brave young Highlander who had 
affifted, with a difintereftednefs fo no- 
bic, in the caufe of her houfe: the 
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wifhed to learn his further deftiny, 
and her heart often melted in com- 


paffion at the picture which her fancy | 


drew of his fufferengs. 
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fr CHAPTER Ut. 


HE Earl, after being loaded with 


fetters, was conducted to the chicf 


prifon of the caftle, and left alone 
to the bitter reflections of defeat and 
uncertain deftiny; but misfortune, 
though it might fhake, could not over- 
come his firmnefs; and hope had not 
yet entircly forfaken him. It is the 


‘peculiar attribute of great minds, to 


bear up with increafing force againft 
the fhock of misfortune; with them 
the nerves of refiftance ftrengthen with 
attack; and they may be faid to fub- - 
due adverfity with her own weapons. 


“Reflection, at length, afforded him 
time to examine his prifon: it was a 
{quare room, which formed the fummit 
of a tower built on the eaft fide of the 
caftle, round which the bleak winds 
howled mournfully; the infide of the 


C6 apart- 
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apartment was old and falling to decay : 
a fmall mattrafs, which lay in one cor- 
ner of the room, a broken matted chair, 
and a tottering table, compofed its fur- 
niture; two fmall and ftrongly grated 
windows, which admitted a fufficient 
degree of light and air, afforded him 
on one fide a view into an inner court, 
and on the ather a dreary profpect of 
the wild and barren Highlands. 


Alleyn was conveyed through dark 
and winding paflages to a diftant part 
of the caftie, where at length a {mall 
door, barred with iron, opened, and 
difclofed to him an abode, whence light 
and hope were equally excluded. He 
fhuddered as he entered, and the door 
was clofed upon him. 


The mind of the Baron, in the mean 
time, was agitated with all the direful 
paffions of hate, revenge, and exulting 
pride. He racked imagination for the 
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invention of tortures equal to the force 
of his feelings; and he at length difco- 
verod that the fufferings of fufpenfe are 
fuperior to thofe of the molt terrible 
evils, when once afcertained, of which 
the contemplation gradually affords to 
{trong minds the means of endurance. 
He determined, therefore, that the Earl 
fhould remain confined in the tower, 
ignorant of his future deftiny ; and in 
the mean while fhould be allowed food 


‘ only fufficient to keep him fenfible of 


his wretchednefs. 


Ofbert was immerfed in thought, 
when he heard the door of his prifon 


: unbarred, and the Baron Malcolm ftood 
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-; before him. The heart of Ofbert 
= {welled high with indignation, and de- 
. fiance flathed in his cyes. ‘lam come,” 


faid the infulting victor, * to welcome 


the Earl of Athlin to my caftle ; and to 


fhew that I can receive my friends with 
the hofpitalicy they deferve; but I am 
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yet undetermined what kind of feftival 
I fhall beftow on his arrival.” — 


‘© Weak tyrant,” returned Ofbert, 
his countenance impreffed with the firm 
dignity of virtue, ‘ to infult the van- — 
quifhed, is congenial to the cruel mean- 
nefs of the murderer; nor doI expect, 
that the man who flew the father, will | 
{pare the fon; but know, that fon is 
nerved againft your wrath, and wel- 
comes all that your fears or your cruelty | 
can Bs a ? 


© Rath’ youth,” replied the Baron, 

© your words are air; they fade from 

fenfe, and foon your boafted ftrength 

-fhall fink beneath my power. I go to 

meditate your deftiny.” With thefe 

words he quitted the prifon, enraged at 
the unbending virtue of the Earl. 


_ The fight of the Baron, roufed in the 
foul of Chet * all thofe oppofite emo- 
tions 
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tions of furious indignation and tender 
pity, which the glowing image of his 
father could excite, and produced a> 
moment of perfect mifery. The dread- 
ful energy of thefe fenfations exafpe-. 
rated his brain almoft to madnefs; the 
cool fortitude in which he had fo lately 
gloried, difappeared ; and he was on the 
point of refigning his virtue and his 
life, by means of a fhort dagger, which 
he wore concealed under his veft, when 
the foft notes of a lute furprifed his 
attention. It was accompanied by a 
voice fo enchantingly tender and me- 

lodious, that its founds fell on the heart 
of Ofbert, in balmy comfort : it feemed 

fent by Heaven to arreft his fate:— 
the ftorm of paffion was hufhed within 

him, and he diffolved in kind tears of 

pity and contrition. The mournful 


tendernefs of the air, declared the per- 


fon from whom it came to be a fufferer ; 
and Ofbert fufpected it to proceed from 
a pone like himfelf. The mufic 


ceafed ; 
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ceafed. Abforbed in wonder, he went to 
the grates in queft of the {weet mufi- 
cian, but no one was to be feen; and 
he was uncertain whether the founds 
arofe from within or from without the 
cattle. Of the guard, who brought 
him his fmall allowance of food, he 
enquired concerning what he had heard; 
but from him he could. not obtain the 


- information he fought, and he was con- 


ftrained to remain in a ftate of fuf- 
penfe. 


In the mean time the caftle of Ath- 
lin, and its ncighbourhood was over- 
whelmed with diftrefs. The news of the 
Earl’s imprifonment at length reached 
the cars of the Countefs, and hope once 
more illumined her mind. She imme- 
diately fent offers-of immenfe ranfom 
to the Baron, for the reftoration of her 
fon, and the other prifoners; but the 
ferocity of his nature difdained an in- 


complete triumph. Revenge fubdued 
| his 
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his avarice ; and the offers were rejected 


with the fpurn of contempt. An addi- 
tional motive, however, operated in his 
mind, and confirmed his purpofe. The 
beauty of Mary had been often reporte 


‘to him in terms which excited his curt- 


ofity ; and an accidental view he once 
obtained of her, raifed a paffion in his 
foul, which the turbulence of his cha- 
racter would not fuffer to be extin- 
cuificd. Various were the fchemes he 
had projeéted to obtain her, none of 
which had ever been executed; the 
poffefion of the Earl, was a circum. 
ftance the moft favourable to his withes ¢ - 
and he refolved to obtain Mary, as the 
future ranfom of her brother. He con- 
cesled, for the prefent, his purpofe, 
that the tortures of anxiety and defpair 
might operate on the mind of the Coun- 
tefs, to grant him an eafy confent to the 
exchange, and to refign the victim the 
wife of her enemy. 


The 
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_ The fmall remains of the clan, un- 
fubdued by misfortune, were eager to 
affemble; and, hazardous as was the 
enterprize, to attempt the refcue of 
their Chief. The hope which this un- 
dertaking afforded, once more revived 
the Countefs; but alas! a new fource 
of forrow was now opened for her: the 
health of Mary vifibly declined; fhe 
was filent and penfive; her tender 
frame was but too fufceptible of the 
fufferings of her mind ; and thefe fuffer- 
ings were heightened by concealment, 
She was ordered amufement and gen- | 
tle exercife, as the beft reftoratives of 
peace and health. One day, as fhe was 
feeking on horfeback thefe loft trea- 
fures, fhe was tempted by the fine- 
nefs of the evening to prolong her 
ride beyond its ufual limits; the fun 
was declining when fhe entered a wood, 
whofe awful glgoms fo well accorded 
with the penfive tone of her mind. The 
foft baicains of evening, and the ftill. 
an | folemnity 
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folemity of the fcene, confpired to lutt 
her mind into a pleafing forgetfulnefs of 


ts troubles; from which fhe was, ere 
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long, awakened, by the approaching 
found of horfes’ fect. The thicknefs of 
the foliage limited her view; but look- 
ing onward, fhe thought fhe perccived 


through the trees, a glittering of arms 3 ~ 


fhe turncd her palfrey, and fought the 


entrance of the wood. The clattering 
of hoofs advanced in the breeze; her’ 
heart mifgave her, and fhe quickened ° 


her pace. Her fears were foon juftified ; 
fhe looked back, and beheld three 


horfemen, armed and difguifed, ad- - 


vancing with the fpeed of purfuir. 
Almoft fainting, fhe flew on the wings 
of terror; all her efforts were vain; the 


villains came up; one feized her horfe, 


the others fell upon her two attendants : 
a ftout fcuffle enfucd, but the ftrength of 
her fervants foon yielded to the weapons 
of their adverfaries; they were brought to 
the ground, dragged into the wood, and 


there 
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there Icft bound to the trees. In the 
mean time, Mary, who had fainted in the 
arms of the villain who feized her, was 
borne away through the intricate mazes 
of the woods; and her terrors may be 
ceafily imazined, when fhe revived, and 
found herfelt in the hands of unknown 
men. Her dreadful fcreams, her tears, 
her fanplications, were ineffectual; the 
wretches were deat alike to pity and to 
enquiry 3 they preferved an inflexible 
filence, and ihe faw herlelf conveying 
towards the mouth of a horrible cavern, 
when delpair feized her mind, and fhe 
loft all figns of exiftence: in this ftate 
fhe remained fome tine; but itis ims 
poffible to defcribe her fituation, when _ 
fhe unclofed her eyes, and beheld Al- 
leyn, who was watching with the moft 
trembling anxicty her return to life, 
and whofe eyes, on fecing her revive, 
{wam in joy and tendernefs. Wonder, 
fearful joy, and the various fhades of | 
mingled emotions, paffed in quick fuc- 
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ceffion over her countenance; her fur- 
prize was increafed, when fhe obferved 
her own fervants itanding by, and could 
difcover no one but friends. She 
fcareely dared to truft her fenfes, but 
the voice of Alleyn, tremulous with 
tendernefs, diflulved in a moment the 
ilufions of fear, and confirmed her in 
the furprifing reality. When fhe was 
fulliciently recovered, they quitted this 
{cene of gloom ; they travelled on ina 
flow pace, and the fhades of night were 


‘ fallen long before they reached the 
= caftle; there diftrefs and confufion ap- 


_< peared. The Countefs, alarmed with 
“ the moft dreadful apprehenfions, had 
_ difpatched her fervants various ways in 


~ fearch of her child, and her tranfports 
-. on again beholding her in fafety, pre- 
~ vented her obferving immediately that 
at was Alleyn who accompanied her. 
+ Joy, however, foon yielded to its equal 
z ' wonder, when. fhe perceived him, and 
4 an the tumult of contending emotions, 


fhe 
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fe {carce knew which firft to interro- 
pate. When fhe had been told the | 
efcape of her daughter, and by whom 
- effected, fhe prepared to hear with im- 
patient folicitude, news of her beloved 
fon, and the means by which the brave 
young Highlander had eluded the vigt- 
lance of the Baron. Of the Earl, Al- 
Icyn could only inform the Countefs, 
_ that he was taken prifoner with himfelf, 
within the walls of the fortrefs, as they 
fought fide by fide; that he was con- 
ducted, unwounded, toa tower, fituated 
on the eaft angle of the caftle, where he 
was ftill confined. Himfelf had becn, 
‘imprifoned in a diftant part of the pile, | 
and had been able to collect no other: 
particulars of the Earl’s firuation, than 7 
thofe he had related. Of himfelf, he ‘ 
gave a brief relation of the following =~ 
circumftances : 


After having lain fome weeks in the a 
nor dungeon allotted him, his |. 
mind |) 


= | | 
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mind involved in the gloom of defpair, 
and filled with the momentary expccta- 
tion of death, defjcration furnifhed him 
with invention, and he conceited the 
following plan of efcape :—lHle had ob- 
ferved, that the guard who brought 
him his allowance of food, on quitting 
the dungeon, conftantly founded his 
{pear againft the pavement near the en- 
trance. ‘This circumftance excited his 
furprize and curiofity. A ray of hope 
beamed through the gloom of his dun- 
gecon. He examined the fpot, as well — 
as the obfcurity of the place would per- 
mit; it was paved with flag ftones like 
the other parts of the cell, and the 
paving was every where equally firm. 
He, however, became certain, that fome 
Means of efcape was concealed beneath 
that part, for the guard was conftant in 
fina it by ftriking that f{pot, -and 
i trading more firmly on it; and this he 
icndeavoured to do without being ob- 
pis One day, immediately after 
' | selethe 
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the departure of the guard, Alleyn fet 
himfelf to unfaiten the pavement ; this, 
with much patience and induftry, he 
effected, by means of a {mall knife which 
had efcaped the fearch of the foldiers. 
He found the carth beneath hard, and 
without any fymtoms of being lately 
difturbed ; but after digging a few feet, 
he arrived at a trap door; he trembled 
with cagernefs. It was now almoft night, 
and he was overccine with wearinefs ; 
he doubted whetiker he fhould be able 
to penctrate through the door, and 
what other obitructions were behind it, 
betore the next day. Ide therefore, 
threw the earth again into the hole, and - 
endeavoured to clofe the pavenient ; | 


with much difficulty, he trod the earth | : 


into the opening, but the pavement he 


was unable exactly to replace. It was ~ 


too dark to examine the ftones; and he | - 
found, that even if he fhould be ableto - . 
make them fit, the pavement could not. 


be made firm. His mind and body - 


wert a | . 
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were now overcome, and he threw him- 
{elf on the ground in an agony of de- 
{pair. It was midnight, when the re- 
turn of his ftrength and fpirits produced 
another effort. He tore the earth up 
with hafty violence, cut round the lock 
of the trap door, and raifing it, unwil- 
ling to hefitate or confider, fprung 
through the aperture. . The vault was 
of confiderable depth, and he was 
thrown down by the violence of the 
fall; an hollow echo, which feemed to 
murmur at a diftance, convinced him 
that the place was of confiderable ex- 
tent. Eye had no light to direct him, 
and was therefore, obliged to walk with 
his arms extended, in filent and fearful] 
examination. After having wandered 
through the void a confiderable time, he 
came to a wall, along which he groped 
With anxious care; it conducted him 
onward fora length of way ; itturned; 

he followed, and his hand touched the 
— gold iron work of a barred window. . 


dD He 
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He felt the gentle undulation of the air 
upon his face ; and to him who had been > 
fo long confined among the damp va- 
pours of a dungeon, this was a moment 
of luxury. The air gave him flrength ; 
and the means of efcape, which now 
feemed prefented to him, renewed his 
courage. He fet his foot againft the 
wall, and grafping a bar with his hand, 
found it gradually yield to his ftrength, 
and by fucceffive efforts, he entirely dif- 
placed it. He attempted another, but 
it was more firmly fixed, and every 
effort to loofen it was ineffectual; he 
found that it was faftened in a large 
{tone of the wall, and that to remove 
this ftone, was his only means of dif- 
_ placing the bar ; he fet himfelf, there- 
fore, again to work with his knife, and 
with much patience, loofened the mor- 
tar fufficiently to effect his purpofe. 
After fome hours, for the darknels made 
his labour tedious, and fometimes inef- _ 
fectual, he had removed feveral of the 

bars, 
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bars, and had made an opening almoft 
fufficicnt to permit his efcape, when the 
dawn of light appeared; he now dif- 
covered, with inexpreffible anguifh, that 
the grate opened into an inner court of 
the caftle, and even while he hefitated, 
he could perceive foldicers defcending 
flowly into the court, from the narrow 
ftaircafes which led to their apartments. 
His heart fickened at the fight. He 
refted againft the wall in a paufe of 
dcfpair, and was on the point of {pring- 
ing into the court, to make a defperate 

effort at efcape, or die in the attempt, 
when he perceived by the increafing 
light which fell acrofs the vault, a mafly 
door in the oppofite wall; he ran to- 
wards it, and endeavoured to open it ; it 
was fattened by a lock and feveral bolts, 
"k againft it with his foot, and 

the hollow found which was returncd, 
convinced him that there were vaniles 
beyond ; and by the direction of thefe | 
D a vaults, 
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vaults, he was certain that they muft 
extend to the outer walls of the caftle 3 
if he could gain thefe vaults, and pene- 
trate beyond them in the darknefs of 
the enfuing night, it would be eafy to 
leap the wall, and crofs the ditch ; but 
it was impofible to cut away the lock, 
before the return of his guard, who re- 
ularly vifited the cell foon after the 
dawn of day. After fome confideration, 
therefore, he determined to fecrete him- 
felf in a dark part of the vault, and 
there await the entrance of the guard, 
- who on obferving the deranged bars of 
the grate, would conclude, that he had 
efcaped through the aperture. He had 
{carcely placed himfelf according to his 
plan, when he heard the door of the 
dungeon unboltcd; this was inftantly fol- 
. lowed by a loud voice, which founded 
* down the opening, and “* Alleyn” was 
fhouted in a tone of fright and confter- 
nation. After repeating the call, a man 


_ jumpedinto the vault. Alleyn, though 
himfelf 
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himfelf concealed in darknefs, could 
perceive, by the faint light which fell 
upon the fpot, a foldier with a drawn 
Sword in his hand. He approached the 
grate with. execrations, examined it, 
and procecded to the door ; it was faft ; 

he returned to the grate, and then pro- 
cecded along the walls, tracing them 
with the point of his fword. He at 
length approached the fpot where Al- 
leyn was concealed, who felt the fword 
ftrike upon his ari, and inftantly grafp- 
ing the hand which held it, the weapon 
fell tothe ground. A fhort fcuffle en- 
fued; Alleyn threw down his adverfary, 
and ftanding over him, feized the fword, 
and pretented itto his breaft; the foldier 
called for mercy. Alleyn, always unwil- 
ling totake the life of another, and cone 
filering that if the foldier was flain, his 
comrades would certainly follow to the 
vault, returned him his {word. ‘* Take 
your life,” faid he, ‘* your death can 
avail me nothing stake i it, and if you 

| D 3 can, 
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can, go tell Malcolm, that an mnocent 
man has endeavoured to efcape deftruc- 
tion.” The guard, firuck with his con- 
duct, arofe from the ground in filence, 
he received his fword, and followed Al- 
leyn to the trap door. They returned 
into the dungeon, where Alleyn was 
once more Icft alone. The foldier, un- 
determined how to act, went to find his 
comrades; on the way he met Malcolm, 
who, ever reftlefs and vigilant, fre- 
quently walked the ramparts at an early 
hour. He enquired if all was well. 
The foldier, fearful of difcovery, and 
unaccuftomed to diffemble, hefitated art 
the queftion; and the ftern air affumed 
by Malcolm, compelled him to relate 
what had happened. The Baron, with 
much harfhnefs, reprobated his neglect, 
and immediately followed him to the 
dungeon, where he loaded Alleyn with 
infult. He examined the cell, defcended 
into the vault, and returning to the 
dungeon, ftood by, while a chain, which 
: ) : had 
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had been fetched from a diftant part of 
the caftle, was fixed into the wall ;—to 
this Alleyn was faftened. ‘* We will 
not long confine you thus,” faid Mat 
colin, as he quitted the ccll, ‘* a few 
days fhall reftore you to the liberty you 
are fo fond: of; but as a conqueror 
oucht to have {pectators of his triumph, 
you muft wait till a number is collected 
fuTicient to witnefs the death of fo creat 
an hero.” §* 1 ditdain your infults,’’ 
returned Alicyn, “and am equally able 
to fupport misforcunc, and to defpife a 
tyrant.” Malccin retired, enraged at 
the boldnefs of his prifoner, and utter- 
ing menaces on the carelef{nefs of the 
guard, who vainly endeavoured to juf- 
tify himfelf.. ** His fafety be upon 
your head,” {aid the Baron. The foldier 
was fhocked, and turned away in fullen 
filence. Dread of his prifoners effect. 
ing an efcape, now feized his mind; 

the words of Malcolm filled him with 
refentment, while gratitude towards | 

D 4. Alleyn,,. 
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Alleyn, for the life he had fpared, ope- 
rated with thefe fentiments, and he he- 
fitated whether he fhould obey the Ba- 
ron, or deliver Alleyn, and fly his op- 
preffor, At noon, he carried him his 
cuftomary food; Alleyn was not fo loft 
in mifery, but that he obferved the 
gloom which hung upon his features; 
his heart foreboded impending evil: 
the foldier bore on his tongue the fen- 
tence of death. He told Allcyn, that 
the Beron had appointed the following 
day for his execution ; and his people 
were ordered to attend. Death, how- 
ever long contemplated, muft be dread- 
ful when it arrives; this was no more 
than what Alleyn had expected, and on 
what he had brought his mind to gaze 
without terror; but his fortitude now 
funk before its immediate prefence, and 
every nerve of his frame thrilled with 
agony. - ‘ Be comforted,” faid the fol- 
dier, in a tone of pity, “* J, too, am no | 

ftranger to nes ; and if you are wil- 
| ling 
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ling to rif{que the danger of double 
torture, I will attempt to releafe both 
you and myfelf from the hands of a 
tyrant.” Atthefe words, Alleyn ftarted 
from the ground in a tranfport of de- 
lightful wonder: *‘ Tell me not of 
torture,” cried he, ‘‘ all tortures are 
equal if death is the end, and from 
death I may now efcape; lead me but 
_ beyond thefe walls, and the {mall pof- 
feffions I have, fhall be your’s for ever.’ 
_ **T want them not,” replied the gene- 
rous foldier, § it is enough for me, that 
I fave a fellow-creature from deftruc- 
tion.” Thefe words overpowered the 
heart of Alleyn, and tears of gratitude 
_ {welled in his eyes. Edric told him, that 
the door he had feen in the vault below, 
; opened into a chain of vaults, which 
;  flretched beyond the wall of the caftle, 
| andcommunicated with a fubterraneous' 
way, anciently formed asa retreat from 
the fortrefs, and which terminated in 
the cavern of a forcft at fome diftance. 

| D5 | lf 
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Jf this door could be opened, their 
efcape was almoft certain. They con- 
~fulted on the meafures neceffary to be 
taken. The foldicr gave Alleyn a 
knife larger than the one he had, and 
dire€ted him to cut round the lock, 
which was all that with-held their paf- 
fagce. Edric’s office of centinel, was 

propitious to their fcheme, and it was 
Capreed that at midnight they fhould 
defcend the vaults. LTdric, after hav- 
ing unfaflened the chain, left the cell, 
and Alleyn fet himfelf again to remove 
the pavement, which. had been already 
re-placed by order of the Baron. The 
near profpceét of deliverance now glad- 
dened his fpirits; his knife was better 
~ formed for his purpofe; and he worked 
with alacrity and eafe. He arrived at 
the trap door, and once more leaped into 
the vault. He applied himfelf to the 
- lock of the door, which was extremely 
thick, and it was with difficulty he fepa- 
— them ; — trembling hands he 
oo —undrew 
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_ the bolts, the door unclofed, and difcoe- 
vered to him the vaults. It was even-. 
ing when he finifhed his work. He 
was but juft returned to the dungeon, 
and had thrown himfelf on the ground 
to reft, when the found of a diftant ftep. 
caught his ear: he liftened’ to: its ad- 
vance with trembling. eagernefs.. At 


length the door-was unbolted;. Alleyn: » 


breathlefs with expectation, ftarted up,. 
and beheld not his foldier, but another ¢ 
the opening was.again difcovered,. and. 
all was now over. The foldier brought 


a pitcher of water, and cafting round. | 
the place a look of fullen fcrutiny, dey 


parted in filence. The ftretch of human. 
- endurance was now exceeded, and Al-. 
leyn funk down in a ftate of torpidity.. 
On recovering, he found himfelf again 
enveloped in the horrors of darknefs,. 
filence, and defpair.. Yet amid all his. 
fufferings, he difdained to. doubt the ine 
tegrity of his foldier: we naturally ree 
coil from painful fenfations, and it is 

D 6 one 
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one of the moft exquifite tortures of a 
noble mind, to doubt the fincerity of 
thofe in whom ithas confided. Alleyn 
concluded, that the converfation of the 
morning had been overheard, and that 
this guard had been fent to examine the 
cell, and to watch his movements. He 
believed that Edric was now, by his 
own generofity, involved in deftruction; 


and in the energy of this thought, he 


forgot for 2 moment his own fituation. 


Midnight came, but Edric did not 


appear; his doubts were now con- 


‘firmed into certainty, and he refigned 
himfelf to the horrid tranquillity of © 


mute defpair. He heard from a dif- 


~ tance, the clock of the caftle ftrike one $ 


at {eemed to found the knell of ‘death ; 


it roufed his benumbed fenfes, and he 
rofe from the ground in an agony of 


acuteft recolleétion. Suddenly he heard 
the fteps of two perfons advancing 
down the avenue ; he ftarted, and lif- 
= 3 | tened. 
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-tened. Malcolm and murder, arofe to 


his mind; he doubted not that the 
foldier had reported what he had feen in 
the evening, and that the perfons whom 
he now heard, were coming to execute 
the final orders of the Baron. They 
now drew near the dungcon, when fud- 
denly he remembered the door in the 
vault. His fenfes had been fo ftunned 
by the appearance of the ftranger, and 
his mind fo occupied with a feeling of 


defpair, as to exclude every idea of — 


efcape ; and in the energy of his fuffer- 


ings he had forgot this laft refource; it 


now flafhed like lightning upon his 
mind; he fprung to the trap door, and 
his feet had fcarcely touched the bot- 
tom of the vault, when he heard the 
bolts of the dungeon undraw; he had 
juft reached the entrance of the inner 
vault, when a voice founded from above; 
he paufed, and knew it to be Edric’s ; 


_apprehenfion fo entirely poffefled his 


mind, that he hefitated whether he 
fhould 
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fhould difcover himfelf, but a moment 
of recollection diffipated every ignoble 
- fufpicion of Edric’s fidelity, and he an- 
f{wered the call. Immediately Edric 
defcended, followed by the foldier 
whofe former appearance had filled Al- 
leyn with defpair, and whom Edric 
now introduced as his faithful friend 
and comrade, who like himfelf, was. 
weary of the oppreffion of Malcolm, 
and who had refolved to fly with them,. 
and efcape his rigour. This was a mo- 
ment of happinefs too great for thought! 
Alleyn, in the confufion of his joy,. 
and in his impatience to fcize the moe 
ment of deliverance, {carcely heard the: 
~ words of Edric. Edric having returned — 
to faften the door of the dungeon, to 
delay purfuit, and given Alleyn a {word. 
which he had brought for him, led the 
way through the vaults. ‘The profound 
filence of the place, was interrupted. 
_ only by the echocs of their footfteps, 
— running through the dreary 
 chafms 
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chafms in confufed whifperings, filled 


their imaginations with terror. In tra- 
verfing thefe gloomy and defolate re- 
ceffes, they often paufed to liften, and 
often did their fears give them the dif- 
tant founds of purfuit. On quitting 
the vaults, they entered an avenue, 
winding, and of confiderable length, 
from whence branched feveral paflages 
into the rock; it was clofed by a low 
and narrow door, which opened upon a 
flight of fteps, that led to the fubterra- 
neous way under the ditch of the cattle. 
‘Edric knew the intricacics of the place : 
they entered, and clofing the door, be- 
gan to defcend, when the lamp which 
_Ednic carried in his hand was blown 
out by the current of the wind, and 
they were left in total darknefs. Their 
feclings may be more eafily imagined 
than expreffed ; they had, however, no 
_way but to proceed, and grope with 
cautious fteps the dark abyfs. Having 
continued to defcend for fome time, 

‘< their 
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their feet reached the bottom, and they 
found themfelves once more on even 
pround; but Edric knew they had yet 
another flight to encounter, before they 
could gain the fubterraneous paffage 
under the foffé, and for which it re- 
quired their utmoft caution to fearch. 
They were proceeding with flow and 
wary fteps, when the foot of Alleyn 
{tumbled upon fomething which clat- 
tered like broken armour, and endea- 
vouring to throw it from him, he felt 
the weight refift his effort: he ftooped 
to difcover what it was, and found in 
his grafp the cold hand of a dead per- 
fon. Every nerve thrilled with horror. 
-at the touch, and he ftartea back in an 
agony of terror, They remained for 
- fome time in filent difmay, unable to 
return, yet fearful to proceed, whena _ 
faint light which feemed to iffue frony 
the bottom of the laft defcent, gleamed 
upon the walls, ard difcovered to them 
the fecond ftaircafe, and at their feet 
| the 
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the pale and disfigured corpfe of a man 
in armour, while at a diftance they 
could diftinguifh the figures of men. 
At this fight their hearts died within 
them, and they gave themfelves up for 
loft. They doubted not but the men 
whom they faw were the murderers; 
that they belonged to the Baron; and 
- were in fearch of fome fugitives from 
— the caftle. Their only chance of con- 
_ cealment was to remain where they | 
were ; but the light appeared to ad- 
vance, and the faces of the men to turn 
towards them. ‘Winged with terror, 
they fought the firft afcent, and flying 
up the fteps, reached the door, which 
they endeavoured to open, that they 
might hide themfelves from purfuie 
among the intricacies of the rock ; their 
efforts, however, were vain, for the 
door was faftened by a {pring lock, and 
the key was on the other fide; com- 
-pelled to give breath to their fears, they 
ventured to look back, and found them- 

; felves 
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felves again in total darknefs; they 
prufed upon the fteps, and liftening, all 
was filent. They refted here a confi- 
derabi¢ time; no footfteps ftartled 
them; i.o ray of light darted through 
the gloom; every thing feemed hufhed 
in the filence of death: they refolved. 
once more to venture forward; they | 
gained again the bottom of the firft de- | 
{fecnt, and fhuddering as they ap- 
proached the {pot where they knew the 


corpfe was laid, they groped toavoid 


its horrid touch, when fuddenly the . 

light again appeared, and in the fame «_ 
place wncre they had firft feen it. They | - 
ftood petrified with defpair. The light, = 
however, moved flowly onward, and 
difappeared in the windings of the ave- 
nuc. After remaining a long time in 


filent fufpenfe, and finding no further . 
obftacle, they ventured to proceed. The . _ 


light had difcovered to them their fitu- + — 

ation, and the ftaircafe, and they now © 

moved with greater certainty. They - 
= reached — 
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reached the bottom in fafety, and witlr- 
out any fearful interruption; they lif- 
tened, and again the filence of the 
place was undifturbed. TEdric knew 
they were now under the foffé, their 
way was plain before them, and their 
hopes were renewed in the belief, that 
the light and the people they had feen, 
had taken a different direction, Ed- 
ric knowing there were vzrious paf- 
faxes branching from the main avenue 
which led to different openings in the 
rock. They now ftepped on with ala- 
crity, the profpect of deliverance was 
near, for Edric judged they were now 
not far from the cavern; an abrupt 


turning in the paffage confirmed at 


once this fuppofition, and extinguifhed | 
the hope which had attended it ; for the 
light of a lamp burft fuddenly upon 
them, and exhibited to their fickening 
eyes, the figures of four men in an atti- 
tude of menace, with their {words 
pointed ready to receivethem. Alleyn 

drew 
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drew his (word and advanced, ** We will 

die hardly,” cried he. At the found 
“of his voice, the weapons inftantly » | 
dropped from the hands of his adverfa- 
rics, and they advanced to mect him in 
atranfport of joy. Alleyn recognized 
with aftonifhment, in the faces of the 
three ftrangers, his faithful friends and- 
followers; and Edric in that of the 
fourth, afellow foldicr. The fame pur- 
pofe had affembled them all in the 
fame fpot. They quitted the cave to- 
ecther; and Alleyn in the joyful expe- 
rience of unexpected deliverance, re- 
folved never more to admit defpair. 
They concluded, that the body which 
they had paffed in the avenue, was that 
of fome perfon who had perifhed either 
by hunger or by the {word in thofe fub- 
terranean labyrinths. 


They marched in company till they 


came within a few miles of the caftle of 


Athlin, when iit made known his 
defign 
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defign of collecting his friends, and 
joining the clan in an attempt to re- 
leafe the Earl; Edric, and the other 
foldier, having folemnly inliftcd in the 
caufe, they parted; Alleyn and Edric 
purfuing the road to the caftle, and the 
others ftriking off to a different part of 
the country. Alleynand Edric had not 
procecded far, when the groans of the 
wounded fervants of Marilda drew them 
to the wood, in which the preceding 
dreadful fcene had been acted. The 
furprize of Alleyn was extreme, when 
he difcovered the fervants of the Earl 
in this fituation; but furprize foon 
yielded to a more poignant fenfation, 
when he heard that Mary had been care 


ried off by armed men. He {carcely 


waited to releafe the fervants, but feize 
ing one of their horfes which was graze 
ing near, inftantly mounted, ordering 
the reft to follow, and took the way 
which had been pointed as the courfe of 
the ravithers. F ortynately it was the 

—_ | Tight 
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right direction; and Alleyn and the: 
foldier came up with them as they were 
haftening to the mouth of that cavern, 
whofe frightful afpect had chilled the 
heart of Mary with a temporary death, 
Their endeavours to fly were vain ; they 
were overtaken at the entrance; a fharp 
conflict enfued, in which one of the 
rufhians was wounded and fled ; his com- 
rades feeing the fervants of the Earl ap- 
proaching, relinquifhed their prize, and 
efcaped through the recefles of the cave. 
The eyes of Alleyn were now fixed in 
horror on the lifclefs form of Mary, 
who had remained infenfible during the 
whole of the affray; he was exerting 
every effort for her recovery, when fhe 
unclofed her eyes, and joy once more 
illumined his foul. 


During the recital of thefe particu- 
Jars, which Alleyn delivered with a mo- 
deft brevity, the mind of Mary had fuf- 


fered a variety of emotions fympathetic | 
| to 
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co all the viciffitudes of his fituation. 
She endeavoured to conceal from herfelf 
the particular intereft fhe felt in his ad- 
ventures, but fo unequal were her ef- 
forts to the ftrength of her emotions, 
that when Alleyn related the fcene of 
Dunbayne cavern, her cheek grew pale, 
and fhe relapfed into a fainting fit. 
This circumftance alarmed the penetra- 
tion of the ‘Countefs; but the known 
weaknefs of her daughter’s frame ap- 
peared a probabie caufe of the diforder, 
and repreffed her firft apprehenfion. It 
save to Alleyn a mixed delight of hope 
and fear, fuch as he had never known 
before; for the firft time he dared to 
acknowledge to his own heart that he 
loved, and that heart for the firft time 
thrilled with the hope of being loved 


again. 


| 


| 
| 


He received from the Countefs, the 


warm over-flowings of a heart grateful 
for the prefervation of its child, and | 
a from 
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from Mary a blufh which fpoke more 
than her tongue could utter. But the 
minds of all were involved in the ut- 
moft perplexity concerning the rank 
and the identity of the author of the 
plan, nor could they difcover any clue 
which would lead them through this in- 
tricate maze of wonder, to the villain 
who had fabricated fo diabolical a 
{cheme. Their fufpicions, at length, 
rcfted upon the Baron Malcolm, and 
this fuppofition was confirmed by the 
appearance of the horfemen, who evi- 
dently acted only as the agents of fupe- 
rior power. Their conjectures were 


indeed juft. Malcolm was the author 


of the fcheme. It had been planned, 
and he had given orders to his people to 


‘ 


i 


execute it long before the Earl fell into | 


his hands. They had, however, found 
no opportunity of accomplifhing the 
defign when the caftle was furprized, 


and in the confequent tumult of his | 
mind, : 


if 
i 
« 
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mind, the Baron had forgot to with- 
draw his orders. | 


Alleyn expreffed his defign of col- 
lecting the {mall remnant of his friends, 
and uniting with the clam in attempting 
the refcue of the Earl. ‘* Noble youth,” 
exclaimed. the Countefs, unable longer 
to reprefs her admiration, ‘‘ how can I 
ever repay your gencrous fervices! Am 
I then to receive both my cinidren at 
your hands ? Go—my clan are now col- 
lecting for a fecond attempt upon the 
walls of Dunbayne,—go! lead thern to 
conqueft, and reftore to me my fon.” 
The languid eyes of Mary re-kindled 
at thefe words, fhe glowed with the 
hope of. clafping once more to her bo- 
fom her long loft brother; but the fuf- 
fufions of hope were foon chaced by the 
chilly touch of fear, for it was Alleyn 
Who was to lead the enterprize, and it 


was Alleyn who might fall in the at. 


tempt. Thefe contrary emotions un- 
 &:E veiled 
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veiled to her at once the ftate of her 


affections, and fhe faw in the eye of : 


fancy, the long train of inquietudes and 
forrows which were likely to enfue. 
She fought to obliterate from her mind 
every remembrance of the paft, and of 
the fatal knowledge which was now 
difclofed to her, but the fought in vain, 


for the monitor in her breaft conftantly 


roxst of 
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prefented to her mind the image of Al- . 
— Jeyn, adorned with thofe brave and man- | 


ly virtues which had fo eminently dif- 


tinguifhed his conduct; the infignifi- ; 


cance of the peafant was loft in the no- 
bility of the character, and every effost 
at forgetfulnefs was baffled. 


Alleyn paffed that night at the caftle, 
and the next morning, after taking leave 
of the Countefs and her daughter, to 
whom his eyes bade a refpectful and 
mournful adieu, he departed with Edric, 
for his father’s cottage, impatient to 
acquaint te good old man with his 


fafety, 
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fafety, and to roufe to arms his flum- 
bering friends. .The breath of love 
had now raifed into flame thofe 


fparks of ambition which had fo long 


been kindling in his breaft; he was 
not only eager to avenge the caufe of 


injured virtue, and to refcue from mi-. 


fery and death, the fon of the Chief 


whom he had been ever taught to reve- 


rence, but he panted to avenge the 
infult offered to his muftrefs, and. to 
atchicve fome deed of valour worthy 
her admiration and her thanks. 


Alleyn found his father at break- 


faft, with his niece at his fides his: 
face was darkened with forrow, and 
he did not perceive Alleyn when he 
entered. The joy of the old man 
almoft overcame him, when he be- 
held his fon in fafety, for he was the 
folace of his declining years; and Edrie. 


was welcomed with the heartinefs of 
anold friend. 
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CHAPTER ly. 


EANWHILE the Earl remained 

a folitary prifoner in the tower; 
uncertain fate was yet fufpended over 
him; he had, however, a magnanimity 
in his nature which baffled much of the 
cruel effort of the Baron. He had pre- 
pared his mind by habitual contempla- 
tion for the worft, and although that 
worft was death, he could now look.to 
it even with ferenity. Thofe violent 
tranfports which had affailed him on 
fight of the Baron, were, fince he was 
no longer fubject to his prefence, re- 
duced within their proper limits; yet 


he anxioufly avoided dwelling on the 


memory of his father, left thofe dread- __ 


ful fenfations fhould threaten him with 
returning torture. Whenever he per- 
mitted himfelf to think of the fufferings 
of the Countefs and his fifter, his heare 


melted 
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melted with a forrow that almoft un- 


nerved him: much he wifhed to know. 


how they fupported this trial, and much 
he wifhed that he could convey to thei 
intelligence of his ftate. He endea- 
voured to abftract his mind from his 
fituation, and fought to make himfelf 


artificial comforts even from the barren _ 


objects around him; his chief amufe-. 
ment was in obferving the manners and 
cuftoms of the birds of prey which 
lodged themfelves in the battlements of 
his tower, and the rapacity of their na- 
ture furnifhed him with too juft a paral- 
lel tothe habits of men. _ 


As he was one day ftanding at the 
grate which looked upon the caftle, 
obferving the progrefs of thefe birds, 
his ear caught the found of that fweet 
lute whofe notes had once faved him 


from deftruction ; it was accompanied . 


by the fame melodious voice he had 
formerly heard, and which now fung 
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- with impattioned tendernefs the follow- 
ing air: | 


When firft the vernal morn of life, 
Beam’d on my infant eye, 

- Fond I furvey’d the fmiling fcene, 
Nor faw the tempcft nigh. 


Hope’s bright illufions touch’d my foul, 
My young ideas led; | 
And Fancy’s vivid tints combin’d, 
And fairy profpects fpread. 


My guilelefs heart expanded wide, 
With filial fondnefs fraught; 
Paternal love that heart fupplied 
With all its fondnefs fought. 


But O! the cruel, quick reverfe! 
Fate all I lov’d involv’d- 

Pale Grief Hope’s trembling rays difpers’d, 
And Fancy’s dreams diffol.’d. 


Loft in furprize, Ofbert ftood for 


fome time looking down upon an inner 
court, whence the founds feemed to 
arife ; after a few minutes he obferved 

a a young 
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a young lady enter from that fide on 
which the tower arofe, on her arm refted 
an elder one, in whofe face might be 
traced the lincs of decaying beaury, but 
it was vifible from the melancholy 
which clouded her features, that the 
finger of affliction had there anticipated 
the ravages of time. She was dreiled 
in the habit of a widow, and the black 
veil which fhaded her forehead, and 
gave a fine exprefhon to her counte- 
tenance, devolved upon the ground ina 
length of train, and heightened the na- 
tural majefty of her figure ; fhe moved 


with flow fteps, and was fupported by | 


the young lady whofe veil half difclofed 
a countenance where beauty was touched 
with forrow and inimitable expreffion ; 
the elegance of her form, and the dig- 
nity of her air, proclaimed her to be of 
diftinguifhed rank. On her arm was 


hung that lute, whofe melody had juft 


charmed the attention of the Earl, who 
was now fixed in- wonder at what he 


E4 beheld, 
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beheld, that was equalled only by his 
admiration. They retired through a 
gate on the oppofite fide of the court, 
and were feen no more. Obert fol- 
lowed them with his eyes, which for 


Some time remained fixed upon the 
. door through which they had difap- 
peared, almoft infenfible of their de-— 


parture. Whenhe returned to himfelf, 
he difcovered, as if for the firft time, 
that he was in folitude. He conjectured 
that thefe ftrangers were confined by 
the oppreflive power of the Baron, and 
his eyes were fuffufed with tears of pity. 
When he confidered that fo much beau- 
tv and dignity were the unrefifting vic- 
tims of a tyrant, his heart fwelled high 
with indignation, his prifon became in- 
tolerable to him, and he longed to bes 
come at once the champion of virtue, 
and the deliverer of oppreffed innocence. 
The character of Malcolm arofe to his 
mind black with accumulated guilt, 
and aperavated the deteftation with 


which 
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which he had ever contemplated it : 


the hateful idea nezved his foul with a 
confidence of revenge. Of the guard, 
who entered, he enquired concerning 
the ftrangers, but could obtain no pofi- 
tive anfwer; he came to impart other 
news; to prepare the Earl for death ; 
for the morrow was appointed for his 
execution. He received the intelli- 
gence with the firm hardthood of indig- 
nant virtue, difdaining to folicit, and 


difdaining to repine; and his mind yet. 


yrafped the idea of revenge. He drove 
from hfs thoughts with precipitation, 
the tender idea.of hits mother and fitter; 


remembrances which would fubdue his 


fortitude without effecting any benefi- 


cial purpofe. He was told of the efcape 


of Alleyn; this intelligence gave him 


inexprefhible pleafure, and he knew this. 


faithful youth would undertake to 
avenge his death. 
When the news of Alleyn's Aight 


ae A CRE Cy Te fe ene 4 eee ee oe ee ee ee ee ee ee 7% 


a io TR ty -  eees O  O.  er e lb agg i a Pree, er 


( 82 ) 


had feached the Baron, his fouf was 
ftung with rage, and he called for the 
guards of the dungeon; they were no 
where to be found; and after a long 
{earch it was known that they were fled 
with their prifoner: the flight of the 
other captives was alfo difcovered. This 
circum{tance exafperated the paffion of 
Malcolm to the utmoft, and he gave 
orders that the life of the remaining 
centinel fhould be forfeited for the 
treachery of his comrades, and his own 
negligence; when recollecting the Earl, 
whom in the heat of his refentment he 
had forgot, . his heart exulted in the op- 
portunity he afforded of complete re- 
-. venge; and in the fullnefs of joy with 
which he pronounced his fentence, he 
retracted the condemnation of the trem- 
bling guard. The moment after he had 
_ difpatched the meffenger with his re- 
folve to the Earl, his heart faultered 
from its purpofe. Such is the alter- 
nate violence of evil paffions, that they 

| | never 
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never fuffer their fubjects to act witht 
confiftency, but torn by conflicting 
energies, the gratification of one pro- 
penfity is deftruction to the enjoyment 
of another; and the moment in which 
they imagine happinefs in their grafp, 
is to them the moment of -difappoint- 
ment. Thus it was with the Barons 
his foul feemed to attain its full enjoy- 


ment in the contemplation of revenge, | 
till the idea of Mary inflamed his heart 


with an oppofite paffion ; his wifhes had 


-- eaught new ardor from difappoint- 


ment, for he had heard that Mary had 
been.once in the power of his emiflaries ; 
and perhaps the pain which recoils 
upon the mind fromevery fruitlefs effort 
of wickcdnefs, ferved to encreafe the 
energies of his defires. He fpurned 
the thought of relinquithing the purfuit, 


yet there appeared to be no method of | 


obtaining its object but by facrificing, 
his favourite paffion; for he had. little 
doubt of obtaining Mary, whenit fhould 
a E 6 : be 
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be known that he refolved not to grant 
_ the life of the Earl upon any other rans 
fom. The balance of thefe paffions 
hung in his mind in fuch nice equili- 
| brium, that it was for fome time uncer- 
: tain which would preponderate; re- 
venge, at length, yielded to love; but 
he refolved to preferve the torture of 
expected death, by keeping the Earl 
ignorant of his reprieve ull the laft 

moment. | | 


The Earl awaited death with the fame | 
| ftern fortitude with which he received 
its fentence, and was led from the tower 
to the platform of the caftle, filent and 
unmoved. He beheld the preparations 
for his execution, the inftruments of 
death, the guards arranged in files, with 
an eye undaunted. The glare of exter- 
nals had no longer power over his ima- 
gination. He beheld every object with 
indifference, but that on which his eye 
now refted; it was on the murderer, | 
| who 


a 
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who exhibited himfelf in all the pride 
of exulting conqueft: he ftarted at the 


fight, and his foul fhrunk back upon 
itfelf. Difdaining, however, to appear 


difconcerted, he endeavoured to refume 


his dignity, when the remembrance of 
his mother, overwhelmed with forrow, 
rufhed upon his mind, and quite un- 
manned him; the tears ftarted in his 


¢yes, and he funk fenfelefs on the 
ground. 


On recovering, he found himfelf in 
his prifon, and he was informed that the 


Baron had granted him a re{pite. Mal- 


colm miftaking the caufe of diforder in 
the Earl, thought he had ftretched his 
fufferings to their utmott limits; he 
therefore had ordered him to bere-cone 
veyed to the tower. | 


A feene fo ftriking anf fo publicas 


that which had juft been performed at 
the caftle of Dunbayne, was a fubje& of 
difcourfe 
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difcourfe to the whole country 3 it was 
foon reported to the Countefs with a va- 
riety of additional circumftances, among 
which it was affirmed that the Earl had 
been really executed. Ov erwhelmed 
with this intelligence, Matilda relapfed 
into her former dilorder. Sicknefs had 
rendered Mary lefs able to fupport the 
fhock, and to apply that comfort to the 
afflictions of her mother, which had 
once been fo fuccefsfully adminiftered. 
The phyfician pronounced the malady 
of the Countcfs to be feated in the 
mind, and beyond the reach of human 
fkill, when one day a letter was brought 
to her, the fuperfcription of which 
was written in the hand of Ofbert; fhe 
knew the characters, and burfting the - 
feal, read that her fon was yet alive, 
and did not defpair of throwing himfelf 
once more at her feet. He requefted 
that the remains of his clan might 1m- 
mediately attempt his releafe. He de- 
{cribed in what part of the caftle his 
: | prifon 
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prifon was fituated, and thought that by 
the affiftance of long fcaling ladders and 
ropes, contrived in the manner he di- 
rected, he might be able to effect his 
efcape through the grate. This letter 
was a reviving cordial to the Countefs 
and to Mary. ~ 


Alleyn was indefatigable in collect. 


ing followers for the enterprize he had 
engaged in. On receiving intelligence 


of the fafety of the Earl, he vifited the. 


clan, and was ftrenuous in exhorting 
them to immediate action. They re- 
quired little incitement to a caufe in 
which every heart was fo much inte- 


refted, and for which every hand was. 


already bufied in preparation. Thefe 
preparations were at length completed; 

Alleyn, at the head of his party, joined 
the affembled clan. The Countefs for 
a fecond time beheld from the ram parts 
the departure of her people upon the 
fame hazardous enterprize; the prefent 
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' fcene revived in her mind a fad remem- 
brance of the paft; the fame tender 
fears, and the fame prayers for fuccefs 
fhe now gave to their departure; and 
when they faded in diftance from her 
fight, fhe returned into the cattle dif- 
folved in tears. The heart of Mary 
was torn by a complex forrow, and 
incapable of longer concealing from 
herfelf the intereft fhe took in the de- 
parture of Alleyn, her agitation became 
more apparent. The Countefs in vain 
endeavoured to compofe her mind. 
Mary, affected by her tender concern, 
and prompted by the natural ingenu- 
oufnefs of her difpofition, longed to 
make her the confidant of her weaknefs, 
if weaknefs that can be termed which 
arifes from gratitude, and from the ad- 
miration of great and generous qualities; 
but delicacy and timidity arrefted the 
half formed fentence, and clofed her 
lips in filence. Her health gradually 


declined under the fecret agitation of 
| | her 
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her mind ; her phyfician knew her dif. 


order to originate in fupprefied forrow, 
and advifed, as the beft cordial, a confi- 
dential friend. Matilda now perceived 
i the caufe of her grief; her former 
{ paffing obfervations recurred to her me- 
7 mory, and juftified her difcernment. 
j She ftrove by every foothing effort to win 
her to her confidence. Mary, oppreffed 
by the idea of ungenerous concealment, 
refolved at length to unveil her heart 
to a mother fo tender of her happinefs. 
She told her all her fentiments: The 
| Countefs fuffered a diftrefs almof equak 
to that of her daughter; her affectionate 
heart fwelled with equal withes for her 
happinefs; fhe admired with warmeft 
‘gratitude the noble and afpiring vir- 
tues of the young Highlander; but the 
proud nability of her foul repelled with 
quick vivacity every idea of union 
with a youth of fuch ignoble birth : fhe 
| regarded the prefent attachment as the 
paling impreffion of ee fancy, 
and 
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and believed that gentle reafoning, aided 
by time and endeavour, would conquer | 
the enthufiafin of love. Mary liftened | 
with attention to the reafonings of the | 
Countefs; her judgment acknowledged 
their juftnefs, while her heart regretted | 
their force. She refolved, however, to 
overcome an attachment which would | 
produce fo much diftrefs to her family | 
and to herfelf. Notwithftanding her | 
i 
{ 
| 
‘ 
i 
| 
e 


endeavours to exclude Alleyn from her | 
thoughts, the generous and heroic qua- 
lities of his mind burft upon her me- 
-mory in all their fplendor; fhe could } 
not but be confcious that he loved her; | 
the faw the ftruggles of his foul, and 
the delicacy of his pafion, which made: 
him ever retire in the moft profound 
and refpeétful filence from its object. 
She folicited her mother to affift in ex- | 
pelling the deitruétive image from her §. 
mind. The Countefs exerted every ef- | 
_ fort toamufe her to forgetfulnefs ; every | 
hour except thofe which were given to | i 

exerclfes | } 
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exercifes neceflary for her health, was 
devoted to the cultivation of her mind, 
and the improvement of her various 


accomplifhments. Thefe endeavours 


were not unfuccefsful; the Countefs 
with joy obferved the returning health 
and tranquillity of her daughter; and 
Mary almoft believed fhe had taught 
herfelf to forget. Thefe engagements 
ferved alfo to beguile the tedious mo- 
ments which muft intervene, ere news 
could arrive from Alleyn concerning 
the probable fuccefs of the enterprize. 


_ Mifery yet dwelt in the cattle of 
~Danbayne; for there the virtues were 
captive, while the vices reigned defpo- 
tic. The mind of the Baron, ardent 
and reftlefs, knew no peace: torn by 
conflicting paffions, he was himfelf the 
viétim of their power. | 


; The Earl knew that his life hung up- 
On the caprice of a tyrant; his mind 
2: was 
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anxiety to behold his clan advancing. 


of real comforts, a fource of ideal plea- 
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was nerved for the worft; yet the letter 


; 
which the compaffion of one of his e 
guards, at the rifque of his life, had un- | , 
dertaken to convey to the Countefs, | 
3 
. 


afforded him a faint hope that his peo- | 


ple might yet effect his efcape.. In this } 
expectation, he fpent hour after hour 


at his grate, wifhing with trembling | 


Pe at 
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over the diftant hills. Thefe hills be- 
came at length, in a fituation fo barren 
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fure tohim. He wasalways at the grate, 
and often inthe fine evenings of fummer, 
faw the ladies, whofe appearance had fo 
ftrongly excited his admiration and pi- 
ty, walk on a terrace below the tower. 
One very fine evening, under the pleaf- 
ing impreffions of hope fer himfelf, and 
compaffion for them, his fufferings for 
atime loft their acutenefs. He longed 
to awaken their fympathy, and make 
known to them that they had a fellow- 
prifoner. The parting fun trembled 
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on the tops of the mountains, and a 
fofter fhade fell upon the diftant land- 
fcape. The {weet tranquillity of even- 
ing threw an air of tender melancholy 
over his mind; his forrows for a while 
were hufhed ; and under the enthufiafm 


of the hour, he compofed the following. 
fonrct, which, having committed it to — 


paper, he the next evening dropped up- 
on the terrace. 


SONNET. 


Hail! tothe hallow’d hill, the circling lawn, 
The breezy upland, and the mountain ftream! 

The laft tall pine that earlicf meets the dawn, 
And gliftens lateit to the weftern gleam! 


Hail! every diftant hill, and downland plain ! 
Your dew-hid beauties Fancy oft unveils; 

‘W hat time to Shepherd’s reed, or Poet’s ftrain, 
Sorrowing my heart its deftin’d woe bewails. 


‘Bileft are the fairy hour, the twilight thade 

_ Of Ev’ning wand’ring thro’ her woodlands 
dear; | 7 
Sweet the fill found that fteals along the glade; 
Tis Fancy wafts it, and her vot’ries hear. 


yy 
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"Tis Fancy wafts it!—and how fweet the found! 
I hear it now the diftant hills uplong ; 
While fairy echos from their dells around, 
And woods, and wilds, the feeble notes pro. 
long? oo 


' He had the pleafure to obferve that 
the paper was taken up by the ladies, 
who immediately retired into the cattle, 


CHAPTER 


| 
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CHAPTER V. 


NE morning early, the Earl dif- 
cerned a martial band cmerging 

from the verge of the horizon; his. 
heart welcomed his hopes, which were 
foon confirmed into certainty. It was 
his faithful people, led on by Alleyn. 
It was their defign to furroundand attack 
the caftle; and though their numbers 
gave them but little hopes of conqueft, 
they yet believed that in the tumult 
of the engagement they might pro-: 
cure the deliverance of the Earl. With 
this view they advanced to the walls. 
The centinels had defcried them at dif- 
tance ; the alarm was given; the trum- 
pets founded, and the walls of the caftle 
were filled with men. The Baron was 
prefent, and direéted the preparations. 
The fecret purpofe of his foul was fixed. 
The clan furrounded the foffé, into 
| | which 
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which they threw bundles of faggots, 
and gave the fignal of attack. Scaling 
ladders were thrown up to the window 
of the tower. The Earl, invigorated 
with hope and joy, had by the force of 
his arm, almoft wrenched from its faf- 
tening, one of the iron bars of the grate; 
his foot was lifted to the ftanchion, 


ready to aid him in efcaping through. 


the opening, when he was feized by the 
guards of the Baron, and conveyed pre- 
cipitately fromthe prifon. He was led, 
indignant and defperate, to the lofty 
ramparts of the caftle, from whence he 
beheld Alleyn and his clan, whofe eager 
eyes were once more bleffed with the 
fight of their Chief ;—they were bleffed 
but for a moment; they beheld their 
Lordin chains, furrounded with guards, 
and with the inftruments of death. Ani- 
mated, however, with a laft hope, they 
_ renewed the attack with redoubled fury, 
when the trumpets of the Baron founded 


a parley, and they fafpended their arms. | 
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The Baron appeared on the ramparts ; 
Alleyn advanced to hear him. ‘* The 


“moment of attack,” cried the Baron, | 


<*is the moment of death to your Chief. 
If you wifh to preferve his life, defift 
from the affault, and depart in peace; 
and bear this meffage to the Countefs, 
your miftrefs:—the Baron Malcolm 
will accept no other ranfom for the life 
and the liberty of the Earl, than her 
beauteous daughter, whom he now fues 


to become his wife. If fhe accedes to 


thefe terms, the Earl is inftantly libera- 
ted,—if fhe refufes,—he dics.” The 


hearing thefe words, were inexpreffible. 
The Earl fpurned with haughty virtue, 
the bafe conceffion. ‘ Jive me death,” 
cried he with loud i impatience; £ the 
houfe of Athlin fhall not be difhonoured 


i by alliance with a murderer: renew the 
; attack my brave people ; fince you can- 


not fave the life, revenge the death of 


your Chief’; he dies contented, fince his 
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death preferves his family from difho- 
nour.” The guards inftantly furrounded 
the Tarl. 


Alleyn, whofe heart, torn by.con- 
tending emotions, was yet true to the 
impulfe of honour, on obferving this, 
inftantly threw down his arms, refufing 
to obey the commands of the Earl; a 
hoitage for whofe life he demanded, 
while he haftened tothe caftle of Athlin 
with the conditions of the Baron. The 
clan, following the example of Alleyn, 
—refted on their arms, while a few pre- 
pared to depart with him on the em- 
_baffy. In vain were the remonftrances 
and the commands of the Earl, his peo- 
ple loved him too well to obey them, 
and his heart was filled with anguith 
when he faw Alleyn depart from the 
walls. | 


The fituation of Alleyn was highly 
pitiable; all the firm virtues of his foul 
were 
2 4 
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were Called upon to-fupport it. He was 
commiffioned on an embafly, the alter 
nate conditions of which, would bring 
deftruction on the woman he adored, or 
death to the friend whom he loved. 


When the arrival of Alleyn was an- 


nounced to the Countefs, impatient joy 
thrilled in her bofom ; for fhe had no 
doubt that he brought offers of accom- 


modation; and no ranfom was pre- | 


fented to her imagination, which fhe 
would not willingly give for the refto- 
ration of her fon. At the found of Al- 
leyn’s voice, thofe tumults which had 
began to fubfide in the heart of Mary, 
were again revived, and fhe awoke to 


the mournful certainty of hopelefs en- 


deavour. Yet fhe could not reprefs a 
{trong emotion of joy on again behold- 
ing him. The foft bluth of her cheek 


_ thewed the colours of her mind, while 


: 
| 


In endeavouring to fhade her feelings 
fhe impelled them into ftronger light. 
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The agitations of Alleyn almoft fub. 
dued his ftreneth, when he entered the 
prefence of the Countefs; and his vi- 
{age, on which was imprefled deep dif- 
trefs, and the palenefs of fear, betrayed 
the inward workings of his foul. Ma- 
tilda was inftantly  feized with appre- 
henfion for the fafety of her fon, and- 
in a tremulous voice, cnquired his 


~ fate. Alleyn told her he was well, pro- 
ceeding with tender caution to acquaint 


her with the bufinefs of his embafly, 
and with the fcene to which he had 
lately been witnefs. The fentence of 
the Baron fell like the ftroke of death 
upon the heart of Mary, who fainted at 
the words. Alleyn flew to fupport her. 
In endeavouring to revive her daugh- 
ter, the Countefs was diverted for a 


time from the anguith which this intel- 


ligence muft naturally impart. It was 
long ere Mary returned to life, and fhe 
returned only to a fenfe of wretchcd- 
nefs, The critical fituation of Matilda 

| | can 
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can fcarcely be felt in its full extent. 
Torn by the conflict of oppofite inte- 


refts, her brain was the feat of tumulr,. 


and wild difmay. Which ever way the 
looked, deftruction clofed the view. The 


murderer of the hufband, now fought. 


to murder the happinefs of the daugh- 
ter. On the fentence of the mother, 
hung the final fate of the fon. In re- 
jecting thefe terms, fhe would give him 
inftant death; in accepting them, her 


conduct would be repugnant to the 


feelings of indignant virtue, and to the 
tender injured memory of her mur- 
dered Lord. She would deftroy for 
ever the peace of her daughter, and the 
honour of her houfe. To effect his de- 
liverance by force of arms was utterly 
impracticable, fince the Baron had de- 
clared, that §*the moment of attack 
fhould be the moment of death to the 
Earl.” Honour, humanity, parental 


tendernefs, bade her fave her fon; yet. 


bya ftrange contrariety of interefts, the 
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fame virtues pleaded with a voice equal- 
ly powerful, for the reverfe of the fen- 


tence. Eiitherto hope had ftill illu. 


mined her mind with a diftant ray ; fhe 
now found herfelf fuddenly involved in 
the darknefs of defpair, whofe glooms 


were interrupted only by the gleams of | 


horror which arofe from the altar, on 
which was to be facrificed onc of her 
beloved children. Her mind fhrunk 
from the idea of uniting her daughter 


to the murderer of her father. The 


ferocious character of Malcolm was 
alone fufficient to blight for ever the 
happinefs of the woman whofe fate 
fhould be connected with his. To give 
to the murderer the child of the mur- 
_ dered, was a thought too horrid to reft 
upon. The Countefs rejected with 
_ force the Baron’s offer of exchange, 
when the bleeding figure of her be- 
loved fon, pale and convulfed in death, 
{tarted on her imagination, and ftretched 


_ her brain almoft to frenzy. 
Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile Mary fuffered a conflict 
equally dreadful. Nature had beftowed 


on hera heart fulceptible of all the fine | 


emotions of delicate paffion; a heart 
which . vibrated in unifon with the 
fweeteft feelings of humanity; a mind, 
quick in perceiving the niceft lines of 
moral rectitude, and ftrenuous in en- 
deavouring to act up to its perceptions. 
Thefe gifts were unneceflary to make 
her fenfible of the wretchednefs of her 
prefent fituation; of which a common 
mind would have felt the mifery ; they 
ferved, however, to fharpen the points 
of affliction, to encreafe their force, and. 
to difclofe in ftronger light, the various 
horrors of her fituation. Fraternal love 
and pity called loudly upon her torefign 
herfelf into the power of the man, whom 
from the earlieft dawn of perception, 
fhe had contemplated with trembling 


averfion and horror. The memory of. 


her murdered parent, every feeling dear 
to virtue, the tremulous, but forceful 
F 4 3 voice 
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voice of love awakened her heart, and 
each oppofed with wild impetuofity, 
every other fentiment. Her foul fhrunk 
back with terror from the idea of union 
with the Baron. Could fhe bear to re- 
ceive in marriage, that hand which was: 
ftained with the blood of her father ?— 
The polluted touch would freeze her 
heart in horror !—Could fhe bear to pafs 
her life with the man, who had for ever 
blafted the fmiling days of him who 
gave her being >—With the man who 
would ftand before her eyes a perpetual 
monument of mifery to herfelf, and of 
difonour to her family? whofe chilling 
_ afpeét would repel every amiable and . 
— generous affection, and ftrike them back 
upon her heart only to wound it? To 
cherifh the love of the noble virtues, 
would. be to cherifh the remembrance of 
her dead father, and of her living lover. 
How wretched muft be her fituation, 
when to obliterate from her memory 
the image of virtue, could alone afford 
. es | her 
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her a chance of obtaining a horrid tran- 


quillity ; virtue, which 1s fo dear to the 


human heart, that when her form for- 
fakes us, we purfue her fhadow. Where- 
ever in fearch of comfort fhe directed 
her aching fight, Mifery’s haggard 
countenance obtruded on her view. 
Here fhe beheld herfelf entombed in the 
arms of the murderer ;—there, the {pec- 
tacle of her beloved brother, encircled 
with chains, and awaiting the ftroke of 
death, arofe to her imagination; the 
fcene was too affecting ; fancy gave her 
the horrors of reality. The reflection, 
that through her he fuffered, that fhe 
yet might fave him from deftruction, 
broke with irrefiftible force upon her 
mind, and inftantly bore away every op- 


pofing feeling. She refolved, that fince | 


fhe muft be wretched, fhe would be no- 
bly wretched; fince mifery demanded 
one facrifice, fhe would devote herfelf 
the victim. 
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With thefe thoughts, fhe entered the 
apartment of the Countefs, whofe con- 
currence was neceflary to ratify her 
refolves, and, having declared them, 
awaited in trembling expectation her 
decifion, Matilda had fuffered a diftrac- 
tion of mind, which the nature of no 
former trial had occafioned her. On 
the unfortunate death of a hufband ten- 
derly beloved, fhe had fuffered all the 
forrow which tendernefs, and all the 
fhock which the manner of his death 
could infpire. The event, however, 
fhocking as it was, did not hang upon 
circumftances over which fhe had an 
influence; it was decided by an higher 
power;—it was decided, and never could 
be recalled; fhe had there no dreadful 


choice of horrors, no evil ratified by her 


own voice, to taint with deadly recol- 
lIe€tions her declining days. ‘This 
choice, though forced upon her by the 
power of atyrant, fhe would ftill confi- 


der as in part her own; and the thought 


that 
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that fhe was compelled to doom to de. 
ftruction one of her children, harrowed 
up her foul almoft to frenzy. 


Her mind at length exhaufted with 
excefs of fecling, was now fallen into a 


{tate of cold and filent defpair ; fhe be — 


came infenfibleto the objects around her, 
almoft to the fenfe of her own fuffcrings, 
and the voice, and the propofal of her 
daughter, fcarcely awakened her powers 
of perception. ‘* He fhall live,” faid 


Mary, in a voice broken and tender 5 


“he fhall live, I am ready to become 
the facrifice.” Tears prevented her pro- 


ceeding. At the word “ live,” the 


Countefs raifed her eyes, and threw 
round her a look of wildnefs, which fet- 
tling on the features of Mary, foftened 


“into an expreffion of ineffable tcnder- 


nefs, fhe waved her head, and turned to 
the window. A few tears bedewed her 
check ; they fell like the drops of Hea- 


ven upon the withered plant, reviving 
FO and 
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and expanding its dying foliage; they 
were the firft her eyes had known fince. 
the fatal news had reached her. Reco- 
vering herfelf a little, fhe fent for Al- 
~ leyn, who was ftill in the caftle. She 
wifhed to confult with him’ whether 
there was not yet a poffibility of effect. 
— ing the efcape of the Earl. In affliéti- 
ons of whatever degree, where death 
has not already fixed the events in cer- 
tainty, the mind fhoors almoft beyond. 
the fphere of poffibility in fearch of 
hope, and feldom relinquifhes the fond 
illufion, till the ftroke of reality diffolves 
the enchantment. Thus it was with 
Matilda; after the grief produced by 


the firft ftroke of this difafter was fome- | 


‘what abated, fhe was inclined to think : 
that her fituation might not prove fo | 
defperate as fhe imagined; and _ her 
heart was warmed by a remote hope, 
that there might yet be devifed fome 
method of procuring the efcape of the 
Earl. Alleyn came; he came in the 

| | trembling 
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trembling expectation of receiving the 
decifion of the Countefs, and in the in-° 


tention of offering to engage in any en-- 
 terprize, however hazardous, for the. 


enlargement of the Earl. He repelled: 


with inftant force, every idea of Mary’s 
becoming the wife of Malcolm; the. 
thought was too full of agony to be en-. 
dured, and he threw the fenfation from 
his heart as a poifon which would deftroy 
the pulfe of life. To preferve Mary 


from a mifery fo exquifite, and to fave _ 


the life of the Earl, he was willing to 


encounter any hazard; to meet death | 


itfelf as an evil which appeared lefs 
dreadful than either of the former. He 


came prepared with this refolution, and — 


it f{erved to fupport that fortitude which 


affliction had difturbed, though it could 


not fubdue. When he came again to 
the Countefs, his diftrefs was heightened 
by the fcene before him; he beheld her 
lcaning on a fofa, pale and filent ;- her 
unconfcious eyes were fixed On an op- 
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pofite window; her countenance was 
touched with a wildnefs expreffive of 
the diforder of her mind, and fhe res 
mained for fome time infenfible of his _ 
approach. Such is the fluctuation ofa _ 
mind overcome by diftrefs, that if fora 
moment a ray of hope chears its. dark- 
nefs, it vanifhes at the touch of recollec- 
tion. Mary was ftanding near the Coun- 
tefs, whofe hand fhe held to her bofom. 
Her prefent forrow had heightened the 
natural penfivencfs of her countenance, 
and fhaded her features with an intereft- 
ing langour, more enchanting than the 
vivacity of blooming health; her eyes 
fought to avoid Alleyn, as an object 
dangerous to the refolution fhe had 
formed. Matilda remained abforbed in 
thought. Mary wifhed to repeat the 
purpofe of her foul, but her voice trem- 
bled, and the half formed fentence died 
away on her lips. Alleyn enquired the 
commands of the Countefs. “I am 

ready,” faid Mary, at length, in a low 
: | | and. 


( mr } 


and tremulous voice, “to pive myfelf. 
the victim to the Baron’s revenge.—L 
will fave my brother”’ Atthefe words, 
the heart of Alleyn grew cold. Mary, 


overcome by the effort which they had ~_ 


occafioned her, f{carcely finifhed the fen- 
tence; her nerves fhook, a mift fell 
over her eye, and fhe funk on the fofa 


by which fhe ftood. Alleyn hung over 


the couch in filent agony, watching her 
return to life. By the affiftance of thofe 
about her, fhe foon revived. Alleyn, in 
the joy which he felt at her recovery, 
forgot for a moment his fituation, and 


prefied with ardor her hand to his | 


bofom. Mary, whofe fenfes were yet 
{carcely recollected, yielded unconfci- 
oufly to the foftnefs of her heart, and 


betrayed its fituation by a fmile fo tens 


der as to thrill the breaft of Alleyn with 


_ the fweet certainty of being loved. His 


therto his paffion had been chilled by 
the defpair which the vaft fuperiority 
uf her birth occafioned, and by the mo- 

defty 
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defty which forbad him to imagine that 
he had merit fufficient to arreft the eye | 
of the accomplifhed Mary. Perhaps, 
too, the diffidence natural to genuine 
love, might contribute to deceive him. 
It was not till this moment, that he ex- 
perienced that certainty which awaken- 
ed in his heart, a fenfe of delight hither- 
to unknown tohim. For amoment he 
forgot the diftreffes of the caftle, and his 
own fituation; every idea faded from - 
his mind, but the one he had fo lately 

acquired; and in that moment he 

feemed to tafte perfect felicity. Re- 

collection, however, with all its train 

of black dependencies foon returned, 

and plunged him in a mifery as poig- 
nant as the joy from which he was now 

rr 


! 


The Countefs was now fuffciently 
compofed to enter on the fubject neareft 
—herheart. Alleyn caught with eager- 
nefs, her mention of attempting the 

| deliverance 
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dcliverance of the Earl, for the poffis. 


bility of accomplifhing which, he des 
clared himfelf willing to encounter any 
danger: he feconded fo warmly the 


defign, and fpoke with fuch flattering | 


probability of fuccefs, that the fpirits 
of Matilda began once more to revive; 
yct fhe trembled to encourage hopes 


which hung on fuch perilous uncer- 


tainty. It was agreed, that Alleyn 
fhould confult with the moft able and 


trufty of the clan, whom age or infir-. 


mity had detained from battle, on the 


means moft likely to enfure fuccefs, 


and then proceed immediately on the. 
expedition: having firft delivered to 
the Baron a meffage from the Countefs, 
requiring time for deliberation upon a 
choice fo important, and importing that 


an an{wer fhould be returned at the ex- 


piration of a fortnight. 


Alleyn eins affembled thofe 
whom he judged moft worthy of the 
council; 
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council: various fchemes were pro. 
pofed, none of which appeared likely to 
— fucceed: when it was recolleéted that 
the Earl might poffibly have been re- 
moved from the tower to fome new 
place of confinement, which it would 
be neceffary firft to difcover, that the 
plan might be adapted to the fituation. 
Ic was therefore concluded to fufpend 
further confultation till Alleyn had ob- 
tained the requifite information; and 
that in the mean time he fhould deliver 
to Malcolm, the meffage of the Coun- 
_tefs: for thefe purpofes Alleyn imme- 
diately {ct out for the caftle, 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 


HE caftle of Dunbayne was ftill 

t the fcene of triumph, and of 
wretchednefs. Malcolm, exulting in 
his fcheme, already beheld Mary at his 
feet, and the Earl retiring in an anguifh 
more poignant than that of death. He 
was furprized that his invention had 
not before fupplied him with this means 
of torture: for the firft time he wel- 
comed love, as the inftrument of his 
tevenge ; andthe charms of Mary were 
heightened to his imagination by the 
ardent colours of this paffion. He was 
confirmed in his refolves, never to re- 
linquifh the Earl, but on the conditions 
he had offered; and thus for ever would 


_he preferve the houfe of Athlin a monu- 
ment of his triumph. 


Ofbert, for greater fecurity, was con- 
— from the tower into a more cen- 
trical 
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trical part of the caftle, to an apartment 
{pacious but gloomy, whofe gothic win- 
_ dows partly excluding light, threw a 
~ folemnity around, which chilled the 
heart almoft to horror. He heeded not 


this; his heart was occupied with hor- | 


rors of its own. He was now involved 


mn a mifery more intricate, and more | 


dreadful, than his imagination had yet 
painted. To die, was to him, who had 
fo long contemplated the near approach 
of death, a familiar and tranfient evil; 
but to fee, even in idea, his family in- 
volved in infamy, and in union with the 
murderer, was the ftroke which pierced 


his heart to its center. He feared that. | 


the cruel tendernefs of the mother, 
would tempt Matilda to accept the 
offers of the Baron; and he fcarcely 
doubted, that the noble Mary would 
refign herfelf the price of his life. He 


would have written to the Countefs to 


have forbidden her acceptance of the 
terms, and to have. declared his fixed 
| refolution 
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refolution to die, but that he had no 
means of conveying to her a Ictter ; the 
foldier who had fo generoufly under- 
taken the conveyance of his former one, 
having foon after difappeared from his 
tation. The manly fortitude which 
had fupported him through his former 
trials, did not defert him in this hour 


of darknefs; habituated fo long to ftrug- | 


ele with oppofing feclings, he had ac- 
quired the art of managing them; his 
mind attained a conhdence in its pow- 
ers; refiftance ferved only to increafe 
its ftrength, and to confirm the magna- 
nimity of its nature. 


Alleyn had now joined the clan, and 
Was ardent in purfuit of the neceflary 
intelligence. He learned that the Earl 
had been removed from the tower, but 
in what part of the caftle he was: now 
confined he could not difcover; on this 


point all was vague conjecture. That 


he was alive, was only Judged from the 
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policy of the Baron, whofe ardent paf. 
~ fion for Mary, was now well under. 


out fuccefs: at length, compelled to | 


-imprifonment, purpofing to obferve nar: | 


— ramparts, anid the fhours and acclamz | 
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fiood. Alleyn employed every ftrata. | 
gem his invention could fuggeft, to dif. | 
cover the prifon of the Earl, but with- 


deliver to Malcolm the meffage of the } 
Countefs, he demanded, as a prelimi. | 
nary, that the Earl fhould be fhewn to | 
his people from the ramparts, that they | 
might be certain he was ftill alive. Al- } 
leyn hoped that his appearance would 
lead to a difcovery of the place of his 


rowly the way by which he fhould re- | 
tire. | 


The Earl appeared in fafety on the : 


tions of his people; the Baron, frown: | 
ing defiance, was feen at his fide. Al- |. 
leyn advanced to the walls, and deli; 
vered the meffage of Matilda. Ofber} 
farted at its purpofe; he forefaw tht 
deliberation 
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deliberation portended compliance :=— 
ftung with the thought, he {wore aloud 
he never would furvive the infamy of 


the conceffion ; and addreffing himfelf 
to Alleyn, commanded him inftantly to 


return to the Countefs, and bid her 
fpurn the bafe compliance, as fhe feared 
io facrifice both the children to the 
murderer of the father. At thefe words, 


a {mile of haughty triumph marked the 


features of the Baron, and he turned 
fron Ofbert in filent.exultation. The 
arl was led off by the guards. Alleyn 


endeavoured in vain to mark the way | 


they took; the lofty walls foon cone 
cealed them from his view. : 
Alleyn now experienced how ftrenu- 
vully a vigorous mind protects its fa- 
vourite hope; wayward circumftances 


ny fhock, difappointment may check | 


ts but it rifes fuperior to oppofition, 
‘oa traverfes the {phere of poffibility to 
—, its — Alleyn did not 
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yet defpair, but he was perplexed in 
what manner to proceed. 


In his way from the ramparts, Ofbert 
was furprized by the appearance of two 
Jadies at a window near which he 
- paffed: the agitation of his mind did 
not prevent his recognizing them as the 
{fame he had obferved from the grates of 
the tower, with fuch lively admiration, 
and who had excited in his mind fo 
much of pity and of curiofity. In the 
midft of his diftrefs, his thoughts had 
often dwelt on the {weet graces of the 
younger, and had’ fighed to obtain the 
Story of her forrows; for the melan- 
choly which hung upon her features 
proclaimed her to be unfortunate. They 
now ftood obferving Ofbertas he pafled, 
and their eyes expreffed the pity which 
his fituation infpired. He gazed eat 
neftly and mournfully upon them, and 
_ When he entered his prifon, again ei 
quired ers them, but the fame 

inflexib.c 
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inflexible filence was preferved on the 
fubjeét. _ 


As the Earl fat one day mufing in 
his prifon, his eyes involuntarily fixed 


_ upon a pannel in tle oppofite wainfcot 3) 


—he obferved that it was differently 
formed from the reft, and that its pro- 
jection was fomewhat greater; a hope 
tarted into his mind, and he quitted his 
feat to examine it. He perceived that 
it was furrounded by a {mall crack, and 


on pufhing it with his hands it fhook 


under them. Certain that it was fome- 
thing more than a pannel, he exerted 
all his ftrength againft it, but without 
producing any new effcd. _ Having 
tried various means to move it without 
fuccefs, he gave up the experiment, and 


returned to his feat melancholy and dif- | 


Appointed. Several days pafled with- 
"_. *ny further notice being taken of 
the wainfcot ; unwilling, however, to 
tclinquifh a Jaf hope, he returned to 
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the examination, when in endeavouring 

to remove the pannel, his foot acci- 

dentally hit againft one corner, and it 
fuddenly flew open. It hud been con- 
trived that a fpring which was concealed 
within, and which faftened the partition, 
fhould receive its impulfe from the 
preffure of a certain part of the pannel, 
which was now touched by the foot of 
the Earl. His joy on the difcovery 
cannot be expreffed. An apartment 
wide and forlorn, like that which formed 
his prifon, now lay before him; the 
windows, which were high and arched, 
were decorated with painted glafs ; the 
floor was paved with marble; and it 
feemed to be the deferted remains of a 
place of worfhip. Ofbert traverfed, 
with hefitating fteps, its dreary length, 
towards a pair of folding doors, large 
and of oak, which clofed the apartment: | 
thefe he openéd; a gallery gloomy and [- 
vait, appeared. beyond; the windows, | 
- which were in the fame ftylc of Gothic F 
architecture | 
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architecture with the former, were 
fhaded by thick ivy that almoft ex- 
cluded the light. Ofbert ftood at the 
entrance, uncertain whether to pro- 
ceed; he liftened, but heard no foot- 
ftep in his prifon, and determined to go 


on. The gallery terminated on the left: 


in a large winding ftair-cafe, old and 
apparently neglected, which led to a 
hall below; on the right was a door, 


low, and rather obfcure. Ofbert, ap~ 


prehenfive of difcovery, paffed the ftair- 
cafe, and opened the door, when a fuite 
of noble apartments, magnificently fur- 
nifhed, was difclofed to his wondering 
cyes. He proceeded onward without 
perceiving any perfon, but having 


_ pafled the fecond room, heard the faint 


fobs of a perfon weeping ; he ftood for- 


_“ Moment, undetermined whether to 


proceed, but an irrefiftible curiofity im- 

pelled him forward, ‘and he entered an 

‘partment, in which were feated the 

beautiful {trangers, whofe appearance 
G 


2 had © 
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had fo much interefted his feelings. 
The elder of the ladies was diffolved in 
tears, and a cafket and fome papers lay | 
open on atable befide her. The younger 
was fo intent upon a drawing, which fhe 
feemed to be finifhing, as not to obferve 
the entrance of the Earl. The elder 
lady on perceiving him, arofe in fome 
confufion, and the furprize in her eyes 
feemed to demand an explanation of fo 
unaccountable a vifit. The Earl fur- 
prized at what he beheld, ftepped back 
with an intention of retiring ; but recol- | 
lecting that the intrufion demanded an } 
apology, he returned. The grace with | 
which he excufed himfelf, confirmed | 
the impreffion which his figure had al- | 
ready made on the mind of Laura, | 
which was the name of the younger | 
lady ; ; who on looking up, difcovered 4 
countenance in which dignity and fweet- | 
neis were happily blended. She ap | 
peared to be about twenty, ber perfon | 
was of the middle ftature, extremely | 
delicate, ; 
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celicate, and very elegantly formed. 
The bloom of her youth was fhaded by 
a-foft and penfive melancholy, which 
communicated an expreffion to her fine 
blue eyes, extremely intereftine. Her 
features were partly concealed by the 
beautiful luxuriance of her auburn hair, 
which curling round her face, defcended 
in treffes on her bofom; every feminine 
grace played around her; and the fimple 
dignity of her air declared the purity and 
the nobility of. her mind. On perceiving 
the Earl, a faint blufh animated her 
cheek, and fhe involuntarily quitted the 
drawing upon which fhe had been 
engaged. 


If the former imperfect view he had 
caught of Laura had given an impref- 
fion to the heart of Ofbert, it now re- 


ceived a ftronger character from the op- 


portunity afforded him of contemplat- 
ing her beauty. . He concluded . that 
the Baron, attraéted by her charms, had 
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— entrapped her into his power, and de- 
tained her in the caftle an unwilling 
prifoner. In this conje€ture he was 
confirmed by the mournful caft of her 
countenance, and by the myftery which 
appeared to furround her. Fired by | 
this idea, he melted in compaffion for | 
her fufferings; which compaffion was 
tinctured and encreafed by the paffion 
which now glowed in his heart. At 
that moment he forgot the danger of his | 
prefent fituation ; he forgot even that | 
he was a prifoner; and awake only to | 
the with of alleviating her forrows, he | 
rejected cold and ufelefs delicacy, and 
refolved, if pofible, to learn the caufe 
of her misfortunes. Addreffing himfelf § 
to the Baronefs, ‘* if Madam,”’ faid he, | 
‘© T could by any means foften the af- | 
fliction which I cannot affect not to per- | 
ceive, and which has fo warm!y inte- | 
refted my feelings, I fhould regard this | 
as one of the moft happy moments of | 
my life; alife marked, alas ! too ftrong- 

ly 
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ly with mifery ! but mifery has not been 
ufelefs, fince it has taught me fympa- 
thy.”” The Baronefs was no ftranger to 
the character and the misfortunes of the 
Earl. Herfelf the victim of oppreflion, 
fhe knew how to commiferate the fuffer- 
ings of others. She had ever felt atender 


compaffion for the diftreffes of Ofbert, 
and did not now with-hold fincere ex- - 


preffions of fympathy, and of gratitude, 
for the intereft which he felt in her for- 
row. She expreffed her furprize at 
feeing him thus at liberty; but obferving 
the chains which encircled his hands, 
fhe fhuddered, and gueffed a part of the 
truth. He explained to her the difco- 
very of the pannel, by which ctircum- 


ftance he had found his way into that 


apartment. The idea of aiding him to 
cfcape, rufhed upon the mind of the 
Baronefs, but was repreffed by the con- 
fideration of her own confined fituation ; 
and fhe was compelled with mournful 
reluctance, to refign that “hought which 
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reverence for the character of the tate 

Earl, and compaffion for the misfortunes 
of the prefent, had infpired. She h- 
mented her inability to affift him, and 
informed him that herfelf and her 
daughter were alike prifoners with him- 
felf; that the walls of the caftle were 
the limits of their liberty ; and that they 
had fuffered the preffure of tyranny for 
fifteen years. The Earl expreffed the 
‘indignation which he felt at this reci- 
tal, and folicited the Baroncfs to confide 
in his integrity ; and, if the relation 
would not be too painful to her, to ho- 
nour him fo far as to acquaint ‘him by 
what cruel means fhe fell into the power 
of Malcolm. ‘The Baronefs, apprehen- 
five for his fafety, reminded him of the 
rifk of difcovery by a longer abfence 
from his prifon; and, thanking him 
again for the intercft he took in her fuf- 
ferings, affured him of her warmeft 


- wifhes for his deliverance, and that if 


an opportunity ever offered, fhe would | 
acquaint 
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acquaint him with the fad particulars of 


her flory. The eyes of Ofbert made 


known that gratitude which it was diffi- 
cult for his tongue to utter. Tremu- 
loufly he folicited the confolation of 
fometimes re-vifiting the apartments of 
the Baronefs ; a permiffion which would 
sive him fome intervals of comfort 
amid the many hours of torment to 
which he was condemned. The Ba- 


ronefs, in compaffion to his fufferings, - 


eranted the requeft. The Earl de- 
parted, gazing on Laura with eyes of 
mourntul tendernefs ; yet he was pleafed 
with what had paffed, and retired to his 
prifon in one of thofe peaceful inter- 
vals which are known even to the 
wretched. Tie found all quiet, and 
Clofing the pannel in fafety, fat down to 
confider the paft, and anticipate the fu 


ture. He was flattered with hopes, that 


the difcovery of the pannel might aid 
him to efcape; the glooms of defpond- 
¢nce which had lately enveloped his 
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mind, gradually difappeared, and joy 


once more illumined his profpects; but 
it was the funfhine of an April morn, 


deceitful and momentary. He recol- | 
lected that the caftle was befet with | 
guards, whofe vigilance was infured by | 
the feverity of the Baron ; he remem- | 
bered that the ftrangers, who had took | 
fo kind an intereft in his fate, were pri- | 
foners like himfelf; and that he had no | 
generous foldier to teach him the fecret } 


windings of the caftle, and to accompa- 


vainly he ftrove to difguife from him- 
felf the truth; his heart conftantly be- 
lied the fophiftry of his reafonings. Un- 


warily he had drank the draught of 
Jove, and he was compelled to acknow- 
ledge the fatal indifcretion. He could | 
not, however, refolve to throw from his | 
heart the delicious poifon; he could } 
not refolve to fee her no more. The } 
— — at his fafety, | 
| which ; 


pany him in flight. His tmagination | 
was haunted by the image of Laura; [| 


: 
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which his fortearing to renew the vifit 
he had fo earneftly folicited, would oc- 
cafion the Baronefs ; the apparent dif- 
refpeét it would convey; the ardent 
curiofity with which he longed to ob- 
tain the hiftory of her misfortunes; the 
lively intereft he felt in learning the 
fituation of Laura, with refpect to the 
Baron; and the hope,—the wild hope, 
with which he deluded his reafon, that 
he might be able to affift them, deter- 
mined him to repeat the vifit. Under 
thefe illufions, the motive which princi- 
pally impelled him to the interview 
was concealed. 


In the mean time Alleyn had re- 
turned to the caftle of Athlin with the 
refolutions of the Earl; whofe refolves 
ferved only to aggravate the diftrefs of 
its fair inhabitants. Alleyn, however, 
unwilling to cruth a laft hope, tenderly 
concealed from them the circumftance 


of the Karl’s removal from the tower ; 
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filently and almoft hopelefsly meditating 
to difcover his prifon; and admini- 
{tered that comfort to the Countefs and - 
to Mary, which his own expectation 
would not fuffer him to participate. He 
retired in hafte to the veterans whom 
he had before affembled, and acquaint- 
ed them with the removal of the Earl ; 
which circumftance muft for the pre- 
~fent fufpend their confultations. He 
Icft them, therefore, and inftantly re- 
turned to the clan: there to profecute 


. his enquiries. Every poffible exertion 


was made to obtain the neceffary intel- 
ligence, but without fuccefs. The 
moment in which the Baron would de- 
niand the anfwer of the Countefs, was — 
— now faft approaching, and every heart 
funk in defpair, when one night the cen- 
tinels of the camp were alarmed by the 
approach of men, who hailed them in 
unknown voices; fearful of furprize, 
they furrounded the ftrangers, and led 
— them to a ; to whom they related, 
that 
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that they fled from the capricious tyran- 
ny of Malcolm, and fought refuge in 
the cainp of his enemy; whofe misfor- 
tunes they bewailed, and in whofe caufe 
they enlifted. Rejoiced at the circum- 
ftance, yet doubtful of its truth, Alleyn 
interrogated the foldiers concerning the 
prifon of the Earl. From them he 
learned, that Ofbert was confined ina 
part of the caftle extremely difficult of 
accefs ; and that any plan of efcape 
muft be utterly impracticable without 
the affiftance of one well acquainted 
with the various intricacies of the pile. 
An opportunity of fuccefs was now pre- 
fented, with which the moft fanguine 


hopes of Alleyn had never flattered 


him. He received from the foldiers 
ftrong affurances of affiftance; from 
them, likewife, he learned, that difcon- 


tent reigned among the people of the 


Baron ; who, impatient of the yoke of 
tyranny, only waited a favourable op- 
_ portunity to throw it off, and refume 
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the rights of nature. That the vigilant 


fufpicions of Malcolm excited him to 
punifh with the har theft feverity every 
appearance of inattention ; that being 
condemned to fuffer a very heavy pu- 


nifhment for a flight offence, they had ae 


eluded the impending mifery, and the 
future oppreffion of their Chief, by 
defertion. 


Alleyn immediately convened a coun- 
cil, before whom the foldiers were 


brought; they repeated their former 


affertions; and one of the fugitives 
added, that he had a brother, whofe. 
place of guard over the perfon of the § 
Earl on that night, had made it difficult =f 
to elude obfervation, and had prevented 
his efcaping with them; that on the 
night of the morrow he ftood guard at 


the gate of the leffer draw-bridge, where 


the centinels were few; that he was 
himfelf willing to rifque the danger of 
converfing with him; and had little 

. a — doubt 
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doubt of gaining him to affift in the de- 
liverance of the Earl. At thefe words, 
the heart of Alleyn throbbed with joy. 
He promifed large rewards to the brave 


foldier aad to his,brother, if they un- 


dertook the enterprize. His companion 
was well acquainted with the fubter- 
raneous paflages of the rock, and ex- 
preffed himfelf defirous of being ufeful. 
The hopes of Alleyn every inftant grew 
ftronger ; and he vainly wifhed at that 
moment to communicate to the Earl’s 

unhappy family, the j joy which dilated 


— his heart. 


The eve ‘of the following day was 
fixed upon to commence their defigns ; 
when James fhould endeavour to gain 
his brother to their purpofe. Having 


adjufted thefe matters, they retired to 


reft for the remainder of the night; but 
fleep had fled the eyes of Alleyn; anx- 
ious expectation filled his mind; and 
he faw in the waking vifions of fancy, 
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the meeting of the Earl with his family ; 
he anticipated the thanks he fhould re- 
ceive from the lovely Mary; and he 
fighed at the recollection, that thanks 
were all for which he could ever dare to 
hope. 


At _— the dawn appeared, and 
waked the clan to hopes and profpects © 
far different from thofe of the preceding © 
morn. The hours hung heavily on the 
expectation of Alleyn, whofe mind was 


— filled with folicitude for the event of the 


meeting between the brothers. Night 
at length came to his wifhes. The 
darknefs was interrupted only by the 
faint light of the moon moving through 
the watry and broken clouds, which en- 
veloped the horizon. ‘Tumultuous gufts 
of wind broke at intervals the filence of 


‘the hour. Alleyn watched the move- 


ments of the caftle; he obferved the 
lights gradually difappear. The bell — 
from the watch-tower chimed one; all 

was 
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was ftill within the walls; and James 
ventured forth to the draw-bridge. The 
draw-bridge divided tn the center, and 
ihe half next the plains was down; he 
mounted it, and in a low yet firm voice, 
called on Edmund. No anfwer was re- 
turned; and he began to fear that his 


brother had already quitted the caftle. — 
He remained fome time in filent fuf-— 


penfe befare he repeated the call, when 
he heard the gate of the draw-bridge 
gently unbarred, and Edmund appeared. 
He was furprized to fee James, and 


bade him inftantly fly the danger that 


furrounded him. ‘The Baron, incenfed 
_atthe frequent defertion of his foldiers, 
had fent out people in purfuit, and had 
promifed confiderable rewards for the 
apprchenfion of the fugitives. James, 
undaunted by what he heard, kept his 
ground, refolved to urge his purpofe to 


the point. Happily, the centinels who _ 


flood guard with Edmund, overcome 
With the effect of a potion he had admi- 
niftered 
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niftered to favour his efcape, were funk 
in fleep, and the foldiers conducted their 
— difcourfe in a low voice, without inter. 
_ ruption. 


Edmund was unwilling to defer his 
flight, and poffeffed not refolution fufh- 
cient to encounter the hazard of the en- 
terprize, till the proffered reward con- 
foled his felf-denial, and roufed his 
-flumbering courage. He was well ac- 
quainted with the fubterraneous avenues 
of the caftle ; the only remaining difh- 
culty was that of deceiving the vigi- 
lance of his fellow-centincls, whofe 
watchfulnefs made it impoffible for the 
Karl to quit his prifon unperceived. 
The foldiers who were to mount. guard 
with him on the following night, were 
{tationed in a diftant part of the cattle, 
till the hour of their removal to the 
door of the prifon;.it was, therefore, 
dificult to adminifter to them that 
draught which had _—— in forget- 
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fulnefsthe fenfes of his prefent affociates. 
Toconfide to their integrity, and endea- 
vour to win them to his purpofe, was 
certainly to give his life into their hands, 
and probably to aggravate the difaftrous 
fate of the Earl. This fcheme was be- 
fet too thick with dangers to be ha- 
zarded, and their invention could fur- 
nif them with none more promifing. 
It was, however, agreed, that on the 
following night, Edmund fhould feize 
the moment of opportunity to impart to 
the Earl the defigns of his friends, and 
to confult on the means of accomplifh- 
ing them. Thus concluding, James 
returned in fafety to the tent of Alleyn, 
where the moft confiderable of the clan 
were affembled, there awaiting with im- 


paticnt folicitude, his arrival. The — 


hopes of Alleyn were fomewhat chilled 
by the report of the foldier; from the 
vigilance which befet the doors of the 
prifon, efcape from thence appeared 1m- 
practicable. He was condemned, how- 
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ever, to linger in fufpenfe till the third 
night from the prefent, when the return 
of Edimund to his flation at the bridge 
would enable him again to commune 
with his brother. But Alleyn was unfuf- 
picious of a circumftance which would 
utterly have defeated his hopes, and 
whole confequence threatened deftruc- 


tion to all their fcehemes. A centinel 


on duty upon that part of the rampart 
which furmounted the draw-bridge, had 
been alarmed by hearing the gate unbar, 
and approaching the wall, had perceived 
a man ftanding on the half of the bridge 
which was dropped, and in converte 
with fome perfon on the caftle walls. 
He drew as near as the wall would per- 
mit, and endeavoured to liften to their 
difcourfe. The gloom of night pre- 
vented his recognizing the perfon on the 
bridge ; buthe could clearly diftingush 
the voice of Edmund, in that of the 
man to whom he addreffed himfelf. 
Excited sl new wonder, he gave all his 

attention 
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attention to difcover the fubject of their 
converfation. The diftance occafioned 
between the brothers by the fufpended 
half of the bridge, obliged them to fpeak 
in a fomewhat higher tone than they 
would otherwife have done; and the 
centinel gathered fufficient from their 
difcourfe, to learn that they were con- 
certing the refcue of the Earl; that the 
night of Edmund’s watch at the prifon, 
was to be the night of enterprize ; and 
that fome friends of the Earl were to 
await him in the environs of the caftle. 
All this he carefully treafured up, and 
the next morning communicated it to 
his comrades. 


On the following evening the Earl, 
yielding to the impulfe of his heart, 
once more unclofed his partition, and 
fought the apartments of the Baroncfs. 
She received him with expreffions of 
fatisfa€tion ; while the artlefs pleafure 
which lighted ’ the countenance of 

Laura, 


—— 
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Laura, awakened the pulfe of rapture in 
that heart which had long throbbed only 
to mifery. The Earl reminded the Ba- 
ronefs of her former promife, which the 
defire of exciting fympathy in thofe we 
efteem, and the melancholy pleafure 
which the heart finds in lingering in the 
{cenes of former happinefs, had induced 
her to give. She endeavoured to com- 
pofe her fpirits, which were agitated by 
the remembrance of patt fufferings, and 
gave him a relation of the following 
circumftances. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 


OUISA, Baronefs Malcolm, was 

the defcendant of an ancient and 
honourable houfe in Switzerland. Her 
father, the Marquis de St. Claire, inhe- 
ited all thofe brave qualities and that 


ftern virtue which had fo eminently dif- | 


tinguifhed his anceftors. Early in life 


he loft a wife whom he tenderly loved, ° 


and he feemed to derive his fole confo- 


lation from the education of the dear 
children fhe had left behind. His fon,’ 


whom he had brought up to the arms 
himfelf fo honourably bore, fell before 
he reached his nineteenth year, in the 


fervice of his country; an elder daugh- © 


ter died in infancy ; Louifa was his fole 
furvivi ing child. ‘His chateau was fitu- 
ated in one of thofe delightful vallies of 
the Swifs cantons, in which the beauti- 


ted; where the magnificent features of 


the 


ful and the fublime are fo happily uni- | 
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the fcenery are contrafted, and their ef. 


fect heightened by the blooming luxu- 
riance of woods and pafturage, by the 
gentle windings of the ftream, and the 
peaceful afpect of the cottage. The 


Marquis was now retired from the fer- 


vice, for grey age had overtaken him. 
His refidence was the refort of foreign- 
ers of diftinction, who attracted by the 


united talents of the foldier and the 


philofopher, under his roof partook of 
the hofpitality fo charatteriftic of his 
country. Among the vifitors of this 


defcription, was the late Baron Mal- 


colm, brother to the prefent Chief, who 


then travelled throvgh © Switzerland. 


The beauity of Louifa, embellifhed by 
the clegance of a mind highly culu- 
vated, touched his heart, and he fol- 
cited her handin marriage. The manly 
fenfe of the Baron, and the excellencies 


of his difpofition, had not paffed unob- 


ferved, or unapproved by the Marquis: 


while the graces of his Bias and of 


his 
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his mind, had anticipated for him in the 
heart of Louifa, a pre-eminence over 
every other fuitor, The Marquis had 
but one objection to the marriage ; this 
was likewife the objection of Louifa: 


neither the one nor the other could en- . 


dure the idea of the diftance which was 
to feparate them. Louifa was to the 
Marquis the laft prop of his declining 
years; the Marquis was to Louifa the 
father and the friend to whom her heart 
had hitherto been folely devoted, and 
from whom it could not now be torn 
but with an aneuifh equal to its attach- 
ment. This remained an infurmount- 
able obitacle, till ic was removed by the 
tendcrnefs of the Baron, who cntreated 
the Marquis to quit Switzerland, and 
teide with his daughter in Scotland. 
The attachment of the Marquis to his 
natal land, and the pride of hereditary 
dominion, was too powerful to fuffer him 
to acquiefce in the propofal without 
much ftruggle of contending feclings. 
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The defire of fecuring the happinefs of 
his child by a union with a character fo 
exccllent as the Baron’s, and of feeing 
her fettled before death fhould deprive 
ker of the protection of a father, at 
~ length fubdued every other confidera- 
tion, and he refigned the hand of his_ 
daughter to the Baron Malcolm. - The 
Marquis adjufted his affairs, and con- 
figning his eftates to the care of trufty 
agents, bade a laft adieu to his beloved 
country ;—that country, which during 
fixty years, had been the principal 
fcene of his happinefs, and of his re- 
grets. The courfe of years had not ob- 
literated from his heart the early affec- 
tions of his youth; he took a fad fare- 
well of that grave which enclofed the 
reliques of his wife, from which it was 
not his leaft effort to depart, and whi- 
ther he ordered that his remains fhould 
be conveyed. “Louifa quitted Switzer- 
~ Jand with a concern fcarcely lefs acute 


than that of her father; the poignancy 
a oa of 
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of which, however, was greatly foftened 
by the tender affiduitics of her Lord, 
whofe affectionate attentions hourly 
heightened her efteem, and encreafed 
her love. 


They arrived at Scotland without any 
accident, whcre the Baron welcomed 


~ Louifa as the miftrefs of his domains. 


The Marquis de St. Claire had apart- 


ments in the caftle, where the evening. 


of his days declined in peaceful hap- 
pinefs. Before his death he had the 
pleafure of feeing his race renewed in 
the children of the Baronefs, in a fon 
who was called by the name of the Mar- 
quis, and in a daughter who now fhares 
with her mother the forrows of confine- 


ment. On the death of the Marquis it — 


was neceflary for the Baron to vifit 
Switzerland, in order to take poffeffion 
of his eftates, and to adjuft fome affairs 
which a long abfence had deranged. He 
attended the remains of the Marquis to 
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their laft abode. The Baronefs, defirous 
of once more beholding her native coun- 


try, and anxious to pay a laft refpec to 


the memory of her father, entrufted her 
children to the caré of a faithful old fer- 


vant, whom fhe had brought with her | 


from the Vallois, and who had been the 
nurfe of her early childhood, and accom- 
panied the Baron to the continent. 
Having depofited the remains of the 
Marquis according to his wifh in the 
tomb of his wife, and arranged their 
affairs, they returned to Scotland, where 
the firft intelligence they received on 


their arrival at the caftle, was the death 


of their fon, and of the old nurfe his at- 
tendant. The fervant had died foon 
after their departure; the child only a 
fortnight before their return. This dif- 
aftrous event affected equally the Baron 
and his lady, who never ceafed to con- 
demn herfelf for having entrufted her 
fon to the care of fervants. Time, how- 


ever, fubdued the poignancy of this 
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atiliction, but came fraught with another 
yct more acute; this was the death of 
the Baron, who in the pride of youth, 
conftituting the felicity of his family, 
and of his people, was killed by a fall 


i; from his horfe, which he received in 


hunting. He left the Baronefs and an 
only daughter to bewail wich unceafing 
forrow his lofs. 


The paternal eftates devolved of 
courfe to his only brother, the prefent 
Baron, whofe character formed a mourn- 
ful and ftriking contrait to that of the 


deceafed Lord. All his perfonal pro- | 
| perty, which was confiderable, with the 


j cltates in Switzerland, he bequeathed to 
i his beloved wife and daughter.. The 
; n¢w Baron, immediately on the demife 


of his brother, took poffeffion of the | 


| cattle, but allowed the Baronefs, with a 


; Part of her fuit, to remain its inhabi- 


4 “ane all the expiration of the year. The 
| Baronets abforbed in grief, ftill loved to 
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recall in the fcenes of her late felicity 
the image of her Lord, and to linger i 
his former haunts. This motive, tog: 
ther with the neceffity of preparation fc 
a journey to Switzerland, induced hert 


@ 


The memory of his brother ha 
quickly faded from the-mind of Mal 
colm, whofe attention appeared to b 
wholly oceupied by fchemes of ava 
rice and ambition. His arrogance 


and boundlefs love of power, em 


broiled him with the neighbourin; 
Chiefs, and engaged him in continua 
hoftility. He feldom vifited the Ba 
ronefs; when he did, his manner wa 


cold, and even haughty. The Baronets. 


“ fhocked to receive fuch treatment from 


the brother of her deceafed Lord, an¢ 


reduced to feel herfelf an unwelcom 


eueft in that caftle which fhe had beet 


-accuftomed to confider as her own, de 
termined to fet off for the continent 1” 


mediately j 
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nicdiately, and feek in the folitudes of | 


ier Native mountains, an afylum from 
the frown of infulting power. The con- 
raft of character between the brothers 
drew many a figh of bitter recollection 
from her heart, and added weight to the 
forrows which already oppreffed it. She 
gave orders, therefore, to her domeftics, 
to prepare for immediate departure ; 
but was foon after told that the Baron 
had forbad them to obey the command. 
_ Aftonifhed at this circumftance, fhe had 
not time to demand an explanation, ere 
a meflage from Malcolm required a few 
moments private converfation. The 
meffenger was followed almoft inflantly 
by the Baron, who entered the apart- 
ment with hurried fteps, his counte- 
nance overfpread with the dark purpofes 
of his foul. ‘* I come, Madam,” faid 


he, in a voice ftern: and determined, — 
‘to inform you, that you quit not this _ 
_Caftle. The eftates which youcall yours, © 
are mine; and think not that I ‘fhall. 
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neglect to profecute my claim. The 
frequent and ill-tinted gencrofities of 
my brother, have diminifhed the value 
of thofe lands which are mine by inhe- 
ritance ; and I have, therefore, an indif- 


_ penfable right to re-pay myfelf from 


thofe eftates which he acquired with 
you. In point of juftice, he poffefied 
not the right of devifing thefe eftates, 
and | fhall not fuffer myfelf to be de- 
ceived by the evafions of the law; re- _ 
fion, therefore, the will, which remains 
only a record of unjuft wifhes, and inef- 
fectual claims. When the receipts from 
your eftates have fatisfied my demands, 
they fhall again be yours. The apart- 
ments you now inhabit fhall remain your 
own; but beyond the wall of this caftle 
you fhall not pafs; for I fhall not, by 
- fuffering your departure, afford you an 
opportunity of contcfting thofe rights 
which I can enforce without oppo- 


fition.’” 
Overcome 
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Overcome with aftonifhment and 
dread, the Baronefs was for fome time 
deprived of all power of reply. At 
length, roufed by the {pirit of indigna- 
tion; ©] am too well informed, my 
Lord,” faid fhe, ‘* of my juft claims to 
the lands in queftion; and know alfo 
too well the value of that integrity 
which is now no more, to credit your . 
bold affertions ; they ferve only to un- 
veil to me the darknefs of a character, 
crucl and rapacious; whofe boundicf{s 
avarice trampling on the barriers of juf- 
tice and humanity, feizes on the right 
of the defencelefs widow, and on the 
portion of the unrefifting orphan. This, 
my Lord, you are permitted to do; 
they have no means of refiftance; but 
think not to impofe on me by a fophifti- 
cal affertion of right, or to glofs the vil- 
lainy of your conduét with the colours 
of juftice; the artifice is beneath the 
defperate force of your charaéter, and is 
Not fufficiently fpecious to deceive the 
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~ @difcernment of virtue. From being : 


-your prifoner I have no means of efcap. | 


ing ; but never, my Lord, will I refign . 
into your hands that will which is the - 
efficient bond of my rights, and the lat |: 
fad record of the affection of my de- |. 
parted Lord.” Grief clofed her lips. 
The Baron denouncing vengeance on { 
her refiftance, his features inflamed with f 
rage, quitted the apartment. The Ba- { 
ronefs was left to lament with deepning § 
 anguifh, the ftroke which had deprived : 
her ofa beloved hufband ; and reflection } 
gave her the wretchednefs of- her fitua- | 
ation in yet more lively colours. She [. 
was now a ftranger in a foreign land, §: 
deprived by him of whom fhe hada | 
right to demand protection, of all her | 
pofieffions; a prifoner in his caftle, { 
without one friend to vindicate her | 
eaufe, and far remote from any means | 
of appeal to the laws of the country. | 
She wept over the youthful Laura, and § 
while fhe preffed her with mournful |. 
— fondnefs } - 
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fondnefs to her bofom, fhe was con- 


firmed in her refolve never to relinquifh 
that will, by which alone the rights of 
her injured child could ever be afcer- 
tained. 


The Baron, bold in iniquity, obtained | 


by forged powers, the revenues of the 
foreign eftates; and by this mcans, ef- 
fectually kept the Baronefs in his power, 
and deprived her of her laft refource. 
Secure in the poffeffion of the eftates, 
and of the Baronefs, he no longer re- 
garded the will as an object of import- 
ance; and as fhe did not attempt any 
means of efcape, or the recovery of her 
rights, he fuffered her to remain un- 
difturbed, and in quict poffeffion of the 
will. 


The Baronefs now paffed her days in 
unvaried forrow, except in thofe inter- 
vals when fhe forced her mind from its 
melancholy fubject, and devoted herfelf 
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to the education of her daughter. The 
artlefs efforts of Laura, to affuage the 
- forrows of her mother, only fixed them 
in her heart in deeper impreffion, fince 
they gave to her mind in ftronger tints, 
the cruelty and oppreffion to which her 
tender years were condemned. The 
progrefs which fhe made in mufic and 
drawing, and in the lighter fubjeéts of © 
literature, while it pleafed the Baronefs, 
who was her fole inftructrefs, brought 
with it the bitter apprehenfion, that 
thefe accomplifhments would probably 
be buried in the obfcurity of a prifon ; 
ftill however, they were not ufclefs, 
fince they ferved at prefent to cheat af- | 
fliction of many a weary moment, and ~ 
would in future delude the melancholy 
hours of folitude. Laura was particu- 
larly fond of the lute, which fhe touched 
- with exquifite fenfibility, and whofe ten- 
der notes were fo {weetly in unifon with 
the chords of forrow, and with thofe. 
plaintive tones with which fhe loved ta 

accom paby 
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accompany it. While fhe fung, the 
Baronefs would fit abforbed in recollec-_ 
tion, the tears faft falling from her eyes, 
and fhe might be faid to tafte in thofe 
moments the luxury of woe. 


Malcolm, ftung with a fenfe of guilt, 
avoided the prefence of his injured cap- 
tive, and fought an afylum from con- 
fcience in the bufy fcenes of war. | 


Eighteen years had now elapfed fince 
the death of the Baron, and the confine- 
ment of Louifa. Time had blunted the 
point of affliction, though it ftill re- 
tained its venom; but fhe feldom dared 
to hope for that which for cightcen years 
had been with-held. She derived her 
only confolation from the improvement 
and the tender fympathy of her daugh- 
ter, who endeavoured by every foothing 
attention to alleviate the forrows of her 
- *parent. 
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Tt was at this period that the Baronefs 


communicated to the Earl the ftory of 


~ her calamities. 


The Earl liftened with deep attention 
to the recital. | His foul burned with 
indignation again{ft the Baron, while 
his heart gave to the fufferings of the 


. fair mourners, all that fympathy could 


afk. Yet he was relieved from a very 


* painful fenfation, when he learned that 


the beauty of Laura had not influenced 
the conduct of the Baron. Her op- 


- preffed fituation ftruck upon his heart 


the fineft touch of pity ; and the paffion 


which her beauty and her fimplicity 


had infpired, was ftrengthened and me- 


-jiorated by her misfortunes.. The fate 


of his father, and the idea of his own 
injuries, rufhed upon his mind; and, 
combining with the fufferings of the 
victims now before him, roufed in his 
foul a ftorm of indignation, little inferior 
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to that he had fuffered in his firft inters 
view with the Baron. Every confider- 
ation funk before the impulfe of a juft 
revenge; his mind, occupied with the 
hateful image of the murderer alone, 
was hardened againft danger, and in 
the firft energies of his refentment he 
would have rufhed to the apartment 
of Malcolm, and ftriking the {word of 
juftice in his heart, have delivered the 
carth froma monfter, and have refigned 
himfelf the willing facrifice of the ac- 
tion. ‘* Shall the monfter live?” cried 
he, rifing from his feat. Hrs ftep was 
hurricd, and his countcnance was 
ftamped with a ftern virtue. ‘The Ba- 


‘Yronefs was alarmed, and following him 


to the door of her apartment, which 
he had half opened, conjured him to 
paufe for a moment on the dangers 
that furrounded him. The voice of 
reafon in the accents of the Baronefs, 


interrupted the hurried tumult of his 


foul ; 
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foul; the illufions of paffion difap- 
_ peared; he recollected that he was ig- 
norant of the apartment of the Baron, 
and that he had no weapon to ailift his 
purpofe; and he found himfelf as a 
traveller on enchanted ground, when 
the wand of the magician fuddenly 
| diffolves the airy eens, and leaves him 


environed with the horrors of folitude 
and of darknels. 


The Earl returned to his feat hopelefs 
and dejected, and loit to every thing but 
to the bitternefs of difappointment. He 
forgot where he was, and the latenefs of 
- the hour, till reminded by the Baronefs 
of the dangers of a longer ftay, when he 
mournfully bad her good night; and 
advancing to Laura with timid refpect, 

__ prefied her hand tenderly to his lips, and 

retired to his prifon. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


H E had now opened the partition, 


and was entering the room, when 
by the faint gleam which the fire threw 
acrofs the apartment, he perceived indif- 


, tinctly the figure of a man, and in the 


fame inftant. heard the found of ap- 
proaching armour. Surprize and horror 


thrilled through every nerve; he re- 
mained fixed to the fpot, and for fome — 


moments hefitated whether to retire. A 
fearful filence enfued ; the perfon whom 
he thought he had feen, difappeared in 
the darknefs of the room; the noife of 
armour was heard no more; and he 
began to think that the figure he had 
fen, and the found he had heard, were 


| the phantoms of a fick imagination, 
Which the agitation of his fpirits, the . 


folemnity of the hour, and the wide de- 
lolation of the place had conjured up. 
| 7 he 
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The low founds of an unknown voiee 
now ftarted upon his ear ; it feemed to 
be almoft clofe befide him ; he fprung 
onward, and his hand grafped the fteely 
coldnefs of armour, while the arm it 
enclofed ftruggled to get free. ‘‘ Speak! 
what wretch art thou?” cried Ofbert, 
when a fudden blaze of light from the 
fire difcovered ta him a foldier of the 
Baron. His agitation for fome time 
prevented his obferving that there was 
more of alarm than of defign expreffed . 
in the countenance of the man ; but the 
apprehenfion of the Earl was quickly 
loft in aftonifhment, when he beheld 
the guard at his feet. It was Edmund 
who had entered the prifon under pre- 
tence of carrying fucl to the fire, but 
fecretly for the purpofe of conferring 
with Ofbert. When the Earl under- 
{tood he came from Alleyn, his bofumn 
glowed with gratitude towards the ge- 
nerous youth, whofe fteady and active 


. Zeal had never relaxed fince the hour in 


which 
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which he firft engaged in his caufce. 
The tranfport of his heart may be eafily 
imagined, when he learned the fchemes 
that were planning for his deliverance. 
The circumftance which had nearly de» 
feated the warm hopes of his friends, 
was by’ him difreparded, fince the 
knowledge of the fecret door opened to 
him, with the affiftance of a guide 


through the intricacies of the caftle, a_ 
certain means of efcape. Edmund was — 


well acquainted with all thefe. The 
Earl told him of the difcovery of 
the falfe pannel; bade him return 
to Alleyn with the joyful intclligence, 
and on his next night of watch 
prepare to aid him in efcape. I[d- 
mund knew well the apartments which 
Ofbert defcribed, and the great ftair- 
cafe which led into a part of the caftle 
that had long been totally forfaken, and 
from whence it was eafy to pafs unob- 
ferved into the vaults which commuai- 

: cated, 
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~ cated with the fubterraneous paflages in 
the rock. | | 


Alleyn heard the report of James with 
a warm and gencrous joy, which impelled 
him tohaften immediately to the caftle of 
Athlin, and difpel the forrows that in- 

habited there; but the confideration 
that his fudden abfence from the camp 
might create fufpicion, and invite dif- 
covery, checked the impulfe; and he 
yielded with reluctance to the neceflity 
‘which condemned the Countefs and 
Mary to the horrors of a lengthened 
fufpenfe. | | 


The Countefs, meanwhile, whofe de- 
figns, ftrengthened by the fteady deter-_ 
mination of Mary, were unfhaken by the 
meflage of the Earl, which fhe confidered — 
as only the effect of a momentary im- 
pulfe, watched the gradual departure of 
thofe days which led to that which enve- — 
loped the fate of her children, with ago- 

ny 


( 165 ) 


ny and fainting hope. She received no 
news from the camp; no words of coms 
| fort from Alleyn ; and fhe {aw the confi- 
dence which had nourifhed her exiftence 
flowly finking in defpair. Mary fought 
to adminifter that comfort to the afflic- 
tions of her mother, which her own 
equally demanded; fhe ftrove by the — 
fortitude with which fhe endeavoured to 
refign herfelf, to foften the afperity of 
the fufferings which threatened the 
Countefs; and fhe contemplated the 
approaching ftorm with the determined 
; coolnefs of a mund afpiring to virtue as 
the chief good. But fhe feduloufly 
fought to exclude Alleyn from her 
; mind; his difinterefted and noble con- 
_| duct excited emotions dangerous to her 
| 
| 
{ 
} 


as 


fortitude, and which rendered yet more 


poignant the tortures of the approaching 
facrifice. 


Anxious to inform the Baronefs of 
his approaching deliverance, to affure 
her 
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her of his bet fervices, to bid adieu to 
Laura, and to feize the laft opportunity 
he might ever poffefs of difclofing to her 
his admiration and his love, the Earl re- 
-vifited the apartments of the Baronefs, 
She felt a lively pleafure on the profpect 
of his efcape; and Laura, in the joy 
which animated her on hearing this in- 
telligcnce, forgot the forrows of her own 
fituation ; forgot that of which her heart 
foon reminded her—that Ofbert was 
Jeaving the place of her confinement, 
and that fhe fhould probably fee him no 
more. This thought caft a fudden 
fhade over her features, and from the — 
enlivening exprefion of joy, they re- 
- fumed their wonted melancholy. Ofbert 
marked the momentary change, and his 
heart fpoke to him the occafion. ‘* My 
cup of joy is dafhed with bitternefs,” 
faid he, ‘‘ for amid the happinefs of ap- 
_ proaching deliverance, I quit not my | 
_prifon without fome pangs of keen te- 


gret s—pangs which it were probably | 
ufelels 
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ufelefs to make known, yet which my 
feelings will not fuffer me at this mo- 
ment to conceal. Within thefe walls, 
from whence I fly with eagernefs, I 
leave a heart fraught with the moft ten- 
der paffion s;—a heart, which while it 
beats with life, muft ever unite the 
image of Laura with the fondnefs of 
love. Could I hope that fhe were not 
infenfible to my attachment I fhould de-_ 
part in peace, and would defy the obfta- 
cles which bid me defpair. Were I 
even certain that fhe would repel my 
love with cold indifference, I would 
yet if fhe accept my fervices, effect her 
tcfcue or give my life the forfeiture.” 
Laura was filent; fhe withed to {pezk 
her gratitude, yet feared to tell her love; 
but the foft timidity of her eye, and the 
tender glow of her cheek, revealed the 
fecret that trembled on her lips. The 
Baronefs obferved her confufion, and 
thanking the Earl for the noble fervice 
he offered, declined accepting it; fhe 

ee 


( 168 ) 


befought him to involve no further the 
peace of his family and of himfelf, by 
attempting an enterprize fo crowded 
with dangers, and which might proba- 
bly coft him his life. The arguments 
of the Baronefs fell forcelefs when op- 
pofed to the feclings of the Earl; fo 

warmly he urged his fuit, and dwelt fo 
forcibly on his approaching departure, 

that the Baronefs ceafed to oppofe, and 
_the filence of Laura yielded acqui- 
-efcence. After a tender farewell, with 
_ many earneft wifhes for his fafety, the 
Earl quitted the apartment elated with 
- hope. But the Baron had been in- 
- formed of his projeéted efcape, and had 

ftudied the means of counterating it. 
The centinel had communicated his 
 difcovery to fome of his comrades, who 
without virtue or courage fufhcient to 
quit the fervice of the Baron, were de 
firous of obtaining his favour, and failed 
not to feize on an opportunity fo fiat- 


tering as the prefent,, to accomplith 
their 
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their purpofe. They communicated to 
their Chief the intelligence they had 
received. 


Malcolm, careful to conceal his knows 
ledge of the fcheme, from a defign to 
entrap thofe of the clan who were to 
mect the Earl, had fuffered Edmund to 
return to his ftation at the prifon, where 
he had placed the informers as fecrct 


guards, and had taken fuch other pre- | 


cautions as wete neceflary to intercept 
their flight, fhould they elude the vigi- 
lance of the foldiers, and likewife to fe- 


cure thofe of his people who fhould be © 


drawn toward the caftle in expectation of 


their Chief. Having done this, he 
prided himfelf in fecurity, and in the — 


certainty of exulting over his enemies, 
thus entangled in their own ftratagem. 


After many weary moments of impa- 
; tence to Alleyn, and of expectation to 


i the Earl, the night at length arrived on . 


oo 7 which 


( 170 ) 
which hung the event of all their hopes 
It wasagrced that Alleyn, with a chofer 


few, fhould await the arrival of the 
. Earl in the cavern where terminated 


the fubterraneous avenue. Alleyn parted 
from James with extreme agitation, and 
returned to his tent to a) ae his 
mind. 


It was now the dead of night ; pro- 


found fleep reigned through the caftle 


of Dunbayne, when Edmund gently 
unbolted the prifon door, and hailed the 
Farl. Hefprung forward, and inftantly 
unclofed the pannel, which they faf- 
tened after them to prevent difcovery, 
and paffing with fearful fteps the cold 
and filent apartments, defcended the 
great ftair-cafe into the hall, whole 
wide and dark defolation was rendered 

vifible only by the dim light of the 


taper which Edmund carried in bi 
hand, and whofe vaulted ceiling re 


echoed their fteps. After various wint: 
; ings 


( 17 ) 


ines they defcended into the vaults; in © 


paffing their dreary length they often 
paufed in fearful filence, liftening to the 


hollow blafts which burft fuddenly | 


through the paflages, and which feemed 


to bear in the found the footfteps of _ 
purfuit. At length they reached the | 


extremity of the vaults, where Edmund 
fearched for a trap-door which lay al- 
moft concealed in the dirt and darknefs ; 


after. fome time they found, and with — 


difficulty raifed it, for it was long fince 
ithad been opened ; and it was befides 
heavy with iron work. They entcred, 

and letting the door fall after them, 
aefcended a narrow flight of fteps 


which conducted them to a winding | 


pallage clofed by a door that opened in- 


to the main avenue whence Alleyn had . 


before made his efcape. Having gained 
this, they ftepped on with confidence, 
for they were now not far from the ca- 
vern where Alleyn and his companijons 
were awaiting their arrival, The heart 
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of Alleyn now {welled with joy; for he 


perceived a gleam of diftant light break 
upon the walls of the avenue, and at the 
fame time thought he heard the faint 


found of approaching footfteps. Im- 


patient to throw himfelf at the feet of 


the Earl, he entered the avenue. The 


light grew ftronger upon the walls; but 


a point of rock whofe projection caufed 


a winding in the paflage, concealed from 
his view the perfon his eyes fo eagerly 
fought. The found of fteps was now 
faft approaching, and Alleyn gaining 
the rock, fuddenly turned upon three 


- foldiers of the Baron. They inftancly 


feized him their prifoner. Aftonith- 


ment for a while overcome every other 


, 


{enfation; but as they led him along, the 


horrid reverfe of the moment ftruck 


upon his heart with all its confequences, 
and he had no doubt that the Earl had 
been feized and carried back to his pr- 
fon. Ashe marched along abforbed 15 


«this reflection, a light appeared at 


fome 
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fome diftance, from a door that opened 
upon the avenue, and difcovered the 
fizures of two men, who on percciving 
the party, retreated with precipitation, 


and clofed the door after them. Allcyn. 


knew the Earl in the perfon of one of 
them. Two of -the foldicrs quitting 
Alleyn, purfued the fugitives, and 
quickly difappeared through a door. 
Alleyn finding. himfelf alone with the 
guard, feized the moment of opportu- 
nity, and made a defperate effort to re- 
gain his fword. He fuccecded; and in 


the fuddennefs of the attack, obtained. 


alfo the weapon of his adverfary, who, 
unarmed, fell at his feet, and called for 
mercy. Alleyn gave him his life. The 
foldier, grateful for the gift, and fearful 
of the Baron’s vengeance, defired to fly 
with him, and enhift in his fervice. 
They quitted the fubterraneous way to- 
— gether. On entering the cavern, Alleyn 
_ found it vacated by his friends, who on 
hearing the clafh of armour, and the 
: I 3 loud 
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loud and menacing voices of the fol- 
dier., underftood his fate, and appre- 
henfive of numbers, had ficd to avoid a 
fimilar cifafler. Alleyn returned to his 
tcnt, fhocked with difappointment, and 
loft in defpair. Every effort which he 


had made for the dcliverance of the 


Earl, had proved unfuccefsful ; and this 
{cheme, on which was fufpended his 
Jaft hope, had been defeated at the very 


~ moment in which he exulted in its com- 


pletion. He threw himfelf on the 
ground, and loft in bitter thought, ob- 
ferved not the curtain of his tent un- 
draw, till recailed by a fudden noife, he. 


looked up, and beheld the Earl. Ter: 


ror fixed him to the fpot, and for a mo- 
ment he involuntarily acknowledged the 
traditionary vifions of his nation. The 
well-known voice of Ofbert, however, 
awakened him to truth, and the ardor 
with which he embraced his knees, 
immediately convinced him that he | 
clafped reality. - 


The 


| 
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The foldiers, in the cagernefs of pur- 
fuit, had miftaken the door by which 
Ofbert had retired, and had entered one 
below it, which after engaging them in 
afruitlefs fearch through various intri- 
cate paflages, had conducted them to a 
remote part of the caftle, from whence 
-after much perplexity and lofs of time, 
they were at leneth exericated. The 
Earl, who had retreated on fight of the 
foldiers, had fled in the mean time to 
regain the trap-door; but the united 
ftreneth of himfelf and of Edmund was 


in vain exerted to opcn it. Compelled. 


to cncounter the approaching evil, the 
‘Earl took the fword of his companion, 
rclolving to meet the approach of his 
auverfarics, and to cffcct his deliver- 
ance or yield his life and his misfor- 
tunes to the attempt. With this defign 
he advanced delibcratcly along the paf- 
fage, and arriving at the door, flopped 
to difcover the motions of his purfuers : 

all was profoundly filent. After re- 
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maiming fome time in this fituation, he 


opened the door, and examining the 


avenue with a firm yet anxious eye as 
far as the light of his taper threw its 


beams, difcovered no human being. 


He proceeded with cautious firmnefs 


towards the cavern, every inftant ex- 


pecting the foldiers to ftart fuddenly 
upon him from fome dark recefs.— 
With aftonifhment he reached the cave 
without interruption ; and unable to ac- 
count for his unexpeéted deliverance, 
haftened with Edmund to join his faith- _ 
ful people. 


The foldiers who watched the prifon, 
being ignorant of any other way by 
which the Earl could efcape, than the 
door which they guarded, had fuffered 
Edmund to enter the apartment without 
fear. It was fome time before they 


difcovered their error; furprized at the 


length of his ftay, they opened the door — 
of the prifon, which to their utter afto- 
| —nifhment, 
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nifhment, they found empty. The 
erates were examined; they remained 
as ufual ; every corner was explored ; 
but the falfe pannel remained unknown; 
and having finifhed their examination 
without difcovering any vifible means 
by which the Earl had quitted the pri- 
fon, they were f{cized with terror, con- 
cluding it to be the work of a fuper- 
natural power, and immediately alarmed 
the eaftle. The Baron, roufed by the 
tumult, was informed of the fact, and 
dubious of the integrity of his guards, 
afcended to the apartment; which hav- 


ing himfelf examined without difcover-. 


ing any means of efcape, he no longer 
hefitated to pronounce the centinels ac- 


ceflary to the Earl’s enlargement. Vhe_ 


unfelened terror which they cxhibited 
was miftaken for artifice, and their 
luppofed treachery was admitted and 
punifhed in the fame moment. They 
Were thrown into the dungeon of the 
caftle. Soldiers were immediately dif- 
patched in purfuit, but the time 
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which had clapfed cre the guards had 
entered the prifon, had given the Earl 
an opportunity of efcape. Whien the 
certainty of this was communicated to 
the Baron, every paffion whofe fingle 


force is mifery, united in his breaft to 


torture him; and his brain exafperated 
almoft to madnefs, gave him only dire- 


ful images of revenge. 


The Baronefs and Laura awakened by 


the tumult, had been filled with appre-. 
henfion for the Earl, till they were in- 


formed of the caufe of the general con- 
fufion ; and hope and dubious joy were 
ere long confirmed into certainty, for 
they were told of the fruitlefs fearch of 
the purfuers. 


It was now the laf day of the term 
in which the Countefs had ftipulated to 
return her anfwer ; fhe had yct heard 


nothing from Alleyn ; for Alleyn had 


been bufied in {chemes, of the event of 
| which 
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which he could fend no account, for 
their fuccefs had becn yet undetermined. 
Every hope of the Earl’s deliverance was 
now expired, and in the anguifh of her 
heart, the Countefs prepared to give that 
anfwer which would fend the devoted 
Mary to the arms of the murderer, 
Mary, who affumed a fortitude not her 
own, ftrove to abate the rigor of her 
mother’s fufferings, but vainly ftrove ; 


they were of a nature which defied con- | 


folation. She wrote the fatal agrec- 
ment, but delayed till the laft moment 
delivering ic into the hands of the mef- 
fenger. It was neceflary, however, that 
the Baron fhould receive it on the fol- 
lowing morn, left the impatience of re- 
venge fhould urge him to feize on the 
life of the Earl as the forfeiture of delay. 
She fent, therefore, for the meffenger, 
who was a veteran of the clan, and with 
extreme agitation delivered to him her 
anf{wer ; grief interrupted her.voice ; fhe 
was unable to fpeak to him ; and he was. 
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awaiting her orders, when the door of 


' the apartment was thrown open, and 
the Earl, followed by Alleyn, threw 
~himfelf at her feet. A faint {cream was 
uttered by the Countefs, and fhe funk 
inher chair. Mary not daring to truft 


herfelf with the delightful vifion, endea- 
voured to reftrain the tide of joy which 
hurried to her heart, and threatened to 
overwhelm her. 


The caftte of Athlin refounded with 
tumultuous joy on this happy event; 
the courts were filled with thofe of the 
clan -who had been difabled from attend- 
ing the field, and whom the report of — 
the Earl’s return, whieh had circulated 
with aftonifhing rapidity, had brought 
thither. The hall re-echoed with voices; 
and the people could fcarcely be re- 
{trained from rufhing into the prefence 
of their Chief, to congratulate him on 
his efcape. | 

| When 
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When the firft tranfports of the meet- 
ing were fubfided, the Earl prefented 
Alleyn to his family as his friend and 


deliverer ; whofe fteady attachment he | 


could never forget, and whofe zealous 
fervices he could never repay. The 
check of Mary glowed with pleafure and 


gratitude at this tribute to the worth — 
of Alleyn; and the fmiling approation of 


her eyes rewarded him for his noble 
deeds. The Countefs received him 
as the deliverer of both her children, 
and related to Ofbert the adventure 
in the wood. The Earl embraced 
~ Alleyn, who received the united ac- 


knowledgements of the family with > 


unaffected modefty. Ofbert hefitated 
not to pronounce the Baron the author 
of the plot; his heart {welled to avenge 
the repeated injuries of his family, and 
he fecretly refolved to challenge his 
enemy to fingle combat. To renewthe 
licge he confidered as a vain project; 
_ and this challenge, though a very ina- 
dequate mode of revenge, was the only 

, honourable 


fee «2. See ee 


-* Ct We ball cet 2 . a es re eo ae Se ae 


~~ mee 


( 182 ) 


honourable one that remained for him, 
He forbore to mention his defign to the 
Countefs, well knowing that her tender- 
nefs would oppofe the meafure, and 
throw difficultics in his way. which 
would embarafs, without preventing 
his purpofe. He mentioned the mis- 
fortunes of the Baronefs, and the love- 
linefs of her daughtcr, and excited the 
efteem and the commifferation of his 
hearers. 


The clamours of the people to be- 
hold their Lord, now arofe to the 
apartment of the Countefs, and he de- 


{cended into the hall, accompanied by 


Alleyn, to gratify their zeal. An uni- 
verfal fhout of joy refounded through 
the walls on his appearance. A noble 
pleafure glowed on the countenance 
of the Earl at fight of his faithful peo: 
ple ; and in the delight of that moment 


his heart bore teftimony to the fuperior 


advantages of an equitable government. 
| _ The 
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The Earl impatient to teftify his grati- 
tude, introduced Alleyn to the clan as 
his friend and deliverer, and immedi- 
atcly prefented his father with a lot of 
land, where he might end his days in 
peace and plenty. Old Alleyn thanked 
the Earl for his offered kindnefs, but 
declined accepting it; alledging, that 
he was attachcd to his old cottage, and 
that he had already fufficient for the 
comforts of his age. 


On the following morning a meffen- 
ger was privately difpatched to the Ba- 
ron, with the challenge of the Earl. 
The challenge was couched in terms of 
haughty indignation, and expreffed that 
nothing but the failure of all other 
means could have urged him to the 
condefcenfion of meeting the aflaffin of 
his father, on terms of equal combat. 


-Happinefs was once more reftored to 


Athlin, The Countefs, in the unex- 
| pected 
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pected prefervation of her children, 
feemed to be alive only to joy. The 
Earl was now for a time fecure in the 


bofom of his family, and though his 
' jmpatience to avenge the injuries of 


thofe moft dear to him, and to fnatch 
from the hand of oppreffion, the fair 


 fufferers at Dunbayne, would not allow 


him to be tranquil, yet he affumed a 
gaiety unknown to his heart, and the 
days were {pent in feftivals and joy. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


i he was at this period, that one ftormy 
evening, the Countefs was fitting 
with her family in a room, the windows. 


deep, and dafhed the foaming waves 
apainft the rocks with inconceivable 


high fituation of the caftle, flew up with 
_ violence againft the windows. The 
Earl went out upon the terrace beneath 
to contemplate the ftorm. The moon 
fhone faintly by intervals, through bro- 
ken clouds upon the waters, illumining 
the white foam which burft around, and 
enlightening the fcene fufficiently to ren- 
der it vifible. The furges broke on the 
diftant fhores in deep refounding mur- 


| murs, and the folemn paufes between 
the me — filled the mind with 


enthufiaftic 


of which looked upon the fea. The. 
winds burft in fudden fqualls over the — 


fury. The fpray, notwithftanding the. 
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enthunafitic awe. As the Earl ftood 
wrapt in the fublimity of the fcene, the 
moon fuddenly emerging from a heavy 
Cloud, fhewed him at fome diftance, a 
vellel driven by the fury of the blait to- 


wards the coaft. He prefently heard 
the fiznals of diftrefs; and foon. after. 
fhricks of tcrrer, and a confuled uproar 


of voices were borne onthe wind. Le 


haftened from the terrace to order his 


people to go out with boats to the afiift- 
ance of the crew, for he doubted not 
that the veficl was wrecked; but the fea 
ran fo hes as to make the adventure 
impracticable. The found of voiccs 
cealed, and he concluded the wretched 
mariners were loft, when the fcreams of 
diftrefs again ftruck his ear, and again 
were loftin the tumult of the florm ; > In 
a moment after the veffel truck upon 
the rock beneath the caftle ; an univer- 


fal fhrick enfued. The Earl, with his. 


people, haftened to the affiftance of the 
crew; the tury of the guft was now 
abated, 
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abated, and the [Earl jumping into a 
boat with Alleyn and fome others, rowed 
to the fthip, where they refcucd a part 
of the drowning people. They were 
conducted to the caftle, and every com- 
fort was liberally adminiftered to them. 
Among thofe whom the Earl had re- 
ceived into his boat, wos a ftraneer, 
whofe dignificd afpect and manners be- 
{poke him to be of rank; he had feve- 
rl people belonging to him, but they 
were forciencrs, and ignorant of the 
lancuage of the country. He thanked 
his deliverer with a noble franknefs that 
charmed him. In the hall they were 
met by the Countefs and her daughter, 
who received the ftranger with the warm 
welcome which compaflion for his fitu- 
ation had infpired. Ele was conducted 
to the fupper room, where the magnifi- 
cence of the board exhibited only the 
ufual hofpitality of his hoft. .The ftrane 
ger {poke Enelifh flucntly, and dif- 
play ed in his converfation a, manly and 

vigorous 


ae “eres 


2a" EA Ke ad “SOM. 


Se ee ee ee a wo Fr Ss 2 OT. 


—_—_ 


188 =*+ 


Vigorous mind, acquainted with the | 
fciences, and with life; and the caft of 
his obfervations feemed to characterize 
the benevolence of his heart. The 


‘Earl was fo much pleafed with his gueft, 


that he prefled him to remain at his 
caftle till another veffel could be pro- 
cured; his gueft equally pleafed with 
the Earl, and a ftranger to the country, | 
accepted the invitation. 


New diftrefs now broke upon the 
peace of Athlin ; feveral days had ex- 
pired, and the meffenger who had been 
{ent to Malcolm, -did nat appear. It 
was almoft evident that the Baron, dif- 


_ appointed and enraged at the efcape of 


his prifoner, and eager for a facrifice, 
had feized this man as the fubject ofa _ 
paltry revenge. The Earl, however, 


_ refolved to wait a few days, and watch 


mes event. 


The ftruggles of latent tendernefs 
and 
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and affumed indifference, banifhed tran< 
quillity from the bofom of Mary, and 
pierced it with many forrows. The 

friendfhip and honours beftowed by the 
_ Earl on Alleyn, who now refided folely 
at the caftle, touched her heart with a 
{weet pride ; but alas! thefe diftincti- 
ons ferved only to confirm her admira- 
tion of that worth which had already 
attached her affections, and afforded 
him opportunities of exhibiting in 
brighter colours the various excellene 
cies of a heart noble and expanfive, and 
of a mind whofe native elegance melio- 


rated and adorned the bold vigour of its 


fights. The langour of melancholy, 
notwithftanding the efforts of Mary, 


would at intervals fteal from beneath the © 


_ difguife of cheerfulnefs, and diffufe over 
her beautiful features an expreffion ex- 
tremely interefting. The ftranger was 
not infenfible to its charms, and it 
ferved to heighten the admiration with 
which he had firft beheld her into fome- 

thing 
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thing more tender and more powerful. 
The modeft dignity with which fhe de. 
livered her fentiments, which breathed 
the pureft delicacy and benevolence, 
touched his heart, and he felt an intereft — 
concerning her which he had never be- 
fore exp.rienced. 


Alleyn, whofe heart amid the anxieties 
and tumults of the paft fcenes, had ftill 
fished to the image of Mary ;—that 
umage which fancy had pictured in all 
the charms of the original, and whofe 
glowing tints were yet foftened and ren- 
dered more intercfting by the fhade of 
melancholy with which abfence and 
a hopclefs paffion had furrounded 
them, found amid the leifure of peace, 
and the frequent opportunities which 
were afforded him of beholding the ob- 
ject of his attachment, his fighs re- 


double, and the glooms of forrow thick- 


en. In the prefence of Mary, a foft 
fadnefs clouded his brow; he endea- 
| voured 


| 
| 
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voured to affume a cheerfulnefs foreign 
to his heart; but endeavoured in vain, 
Mary perceived the change in his 
manners ; and the obfervation’ did not 
contribute to enliven her own. The 
Earl, too, obferved that Alleyn had 
loft much of his wonted fpirits, and 
bantered him onthe change, butthought 
not of his fifter. 


Alleyn wifhed to quit a place fo de- 
ftrutive to his peace as the caftle of 
Athlin; he formed repeated refolutions 
of withdrawing himfelf from thofe walls 
which held him in a fort of fafcination, 
and rendered ineffectual every half- 


formed with, and every weak cndca- — 


vour. When he could no longer be- 
hold Mary, he would frequently retire 
to the terrace, which was overlooked by 


the windows of her apartment, and 
{pend half the night in traverfing with 


filent mournful fteps, that fpot which 


afforded him the melancholy pleafure 


of being near the object of his love. 
Matilda 
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Matilda wifhed to queftion Alleyn 


concerning fome circumftances of the 
Jate events, and for this purpofe or. 


dered him one day to attend her in her 
clofet. As he paffed the outer apart- 


ment of the Countefs, he perceived 
fomething lying near the door through 
which fhe had before gone, and examin- 
ing it, difcovered a bracelet, to which 


‘was attached a miniature of Mary. His 


heart beat quick at the fight; the | 


“temptation was too pewerful to be re 


fifted ; he concealed it in his bofom, and 
paffed on. On quitting the clofet, he 
fought with breathlefs impatience, a {pot 
where he might contemplate at leifure 
that precious portrait which'chance had 
fo kindly thrown in his way. He drew 
it trembling from his bofom, and beheld 
again that countenance whofe {weet ex- 
preffion had touched his heart with all 


the delightful agonies of love. As he 
'. preffed it with impaffioned tendernefs 
 tohis lips, the tear of rapture trembled 


in 
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in his eye, and the romantic ardor of the 
moment was {carcely heightened by the 
actual prefence of the beloved object, 
whofe light ftep now ftole upon his ear, 
and half turning, he beheld not the 
picture, but the reality ! —Surprized ! 
— Confufed !— The picture fell from 
his hand. Mary, who had accidentally 
ftrolled to that fpot, on obferving the 
agitation of Alleyn, was retiring, when 
he, in whofe heart had been awakened 
every tender fenfation, lofing in the 
temptation of the moment the fear of 
difdain, and forgetting the refolution 
which he had formed of eternal filence, 


threw himfelf at her feet, and preffed | 


her hand to his trembling lips. His 
tongue would have told her that he 
loved, but his emotion, and the repul- 
live look of Mary, prevented him. She 
inftantly difengaged herfelf with an air 
of offended dignity, and cafting on him 
4 look of mingled anger and concern, 
withdréw in filence. Alleyn remained 
| K .- fixed 
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fixed to the fpot; his eyes purfuing her 
retiring fteps, infenfible to every feeling 
but love and defpair. So abforbed was. 
he in the tranfition of the moment, that. 
he almoft doubted whether a vifionary 
ilufion had not croffed his fight to blatt 
his only remaining comfort — the con- 
fciouinefs of deliv ing, and of potleffing 
the eflecm of her he loved. He left 
the place’ with anguifh in his heart, 


~ and in the perturbation of his mind for- 
| gor the picture. 


Mary had obferved her mother’s 


bracelet fall from his hand, and, was no 
_Jongcr in perplexity concerning her mi- 
-miature ; but in the confufion which his 


behaviour occafioned her, fhe forgot to 


demand it of him. The Countets had 


rifled it almoft immediately after his 
departure from the clofet, and had 
caufed a fearch to be made, which 
proving fruitlefs, her fufpicions wavered 
upon him. The Earl, who foon after 

patled 
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paffed the {pot whence Alleyn had jut 
departed, found the miniature. It was 
not long ere Alleyn recolle€tcd the 
treafure he had dropped, “and returned 
in fearch of it. Inftead of the picture, 
lic found the Earl: a confcious bluth 


croffed his cheek; the confufion of his- 


countenance informed Olbert of a part 
of the truth; who, anxious to know by 
what means he had obtained it, pre- 
iented him the picture, and demanded 
if he knew it. The foul of Alleyn 
knew not-to diilemble; he acknow- 
ledged that lic had found, and concealed 
it; prompted by that paflion, the con- 
fefhon of which, no other circumttance 
than the prefent could have wrung from 
his heart. The Earl liftened to him 
With a mixture of concern and pity ; 
hut hereditary pride chilled the warm 
feclings of friendfhip and of gratitude, 
and extinguifhed the faint fpark of hope 
which the difcovery had kindled in the 
bofom of Alleyn. Fear not, my 


K 2 Lord,” 


ee i ne 2, Ai; - cb ie 


~~ ewes a Le p> mew ~SRm 2 - oe st ee 


( 196 ) 
Lord,” faid he, *‘ the degradation of 


_ your houfe from one who would facri- 


fice his life in its defence; never more 
fhall the paffon which glows in my 
heart cfeape from my lips. I will re- 
tire from the fpot where I have buried 
my tranquillity.” ‘* No,” replied the 
Earl, ‘* you fhall remain here; I can 
confide in your honour. O! that the 


only reward which is adequate to your 


worth and to your fervices, fhould be 
impofible for me to beftow.” His — 
voice faultered, and he turned away to 
conceal his emotion, with a fuffering © 
little inferior to that of Alleyn. 


The difcovery which Mary had made, 
did not contribute to reftore peace to 
her mind. Every circumftance con- 
fpired to affure her of that ardent paffion 
which filled the bofom of him whom all 
her endeavours could not teach her to 


forget; ‘and this conviction ferved only 


co 
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to heighten her malady, and confe- 
quently her wretchednefs. 


~The intereft which the ftranger dif- | 
covered, and the attention he paid to 
Mary, had not paffed unobferved by 
Alleyn. Love pointed to him the paf- 
fion which was rifing in his heart, and 
whifpered that the vows of his rival 
would be propitious. The words of 
Ofbert confirmed him in the torturing 
apprehenfion ; for though his humble 
birth had never fuffered him to hope, 
yet he thought.he difcovered in the 
{peech of the Earl, fomething more 
than mere hereditary pride. 


_ The ftranger had contemplated the 
lovely form of Mary with increafing 
admiration fince the firft hour he 
beheld her; this admiration was now 
confirmed into love; —and he re- 
folved to acquaint the Earl with his 
birth, and with his paffion. For this 
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purpofe, he one morning drew him 
afide to the terrace of the caftle, where 
they could converfe without interrup- 
tion; and pointing to the occan, over 
which he had fo lately been borne, 
‘thanked rhe Earl, who had thus foftened 
the horrors of fhipwreck, and the defo- 
Jation of a foreign land, by the kind- 
nefs of his hofpitality. He informed 
him that he was a native of Switzer- 
land, where he poffeffed confiderable 
eftates, from which he bore the title of 
Count de Santmorin ; that enquiry of 
much moment to his interefts had 
brought him to Scorlend, to a neigh- 
bouring port of which he was bound, 
when the difafter from which he had 
been fo hapnily refcued, arrefted the | 
—procrefs of his defigns. He then related 
to the Earl, that his voyage was under- 
taken upon a report of the death of fome 
relations, at whofe demife confiderable 
eftates in Switzerland became his inhe- 
ritance. That the income of thefe eftates 


had 
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had been hitherto received upon the 
authority of powers, which, if the report 
was true, were becoine invalid. 


The Farl liftened to this narrative tn 
filent aftonifhment, and enquired with 
much emotion, the name of the Count’s 
relations; ‘* The Baronefs Malcolm,” 
returned he. The Earl clafped his hands 
in extafy. The Count, furprized at his 
agitation, began to fear that the Earl 
was difagreeably interefted in the welfare 
of his adverfaries, and regretted that he 
had difclofed the affair, till he obferved 
the pleafure which was diffufed through 
his features. Ofbert explained the caufe 
of his emotion, by relating his know- 
ledge of the Baronefs; in the progrefs 
of whofe ftory, the character of Mal- 
colm was fufficiently elucidated. He 
difcovercd the caufe of his hatred to- 
wards the Baron, and the hiftory of his 


imprifonment ; and alfo confided to his — 


honour the fecret of his challenge. 
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The indignation of the Count was 
ftrongly excited; he was, however, 
prevailed on by Ofbert to forego any 
immediate effort of revenge, awaiting 
for a while the movements of Malcolm. 


The Count was fo abforbed in won- 
der and in new fenfations, that he had 
almoft forgot the chief object of the in- 
terview. Recollecting himfelf, he dif- 
covered his paffion, and 1equefted per- 
miffion of the Earl to throw himfelf ax 
the feet of Mary. The Earl liftened to 


the declaration with a mixture of plea- 


~ Sure and concern; the remembrance of 
_ Alleyn faddened his mind; but the with 
of an equal connection, made him wel- 


come the offers of the Count, whofe alli- 
ance, he told him, weuld do honour to 
the firft nobility of his nation. If he 
found the fentiments of his fifter in 
fympathy with his own on this point, 
he would welcome him to his family | 
with the affection of a brother 5 : but he 

-withed 


( zor j 


withed to difcover the fituation of her 
heart, ere his noble friend dif{clofed to 
her his prepoffeffion. 


The Earl, on his return to the caftle, 
enquired for Mary, whom he found in 


the apartment of her mother. He ~- 


opened to them the hiftory of the Count; | 
his relationfhip with the Baronefs Mal- 
colm, with the objcct of his expedition ; 
and clofed the narrative with difcover- 
ing the attachment of his friend to 
Marv, and his offers of alliance with his 
family. Mary grew pale at this decla- 
ration ; there was a pang in her heart | 
which would not fuffer her to fpeak; 
fhe threw her eyes on the ground, and 
burft into tears. The Earl took her © 
hand tenderly in his; ‘* my beloved 
fitter,” faid he, ‘* knows me too well to 
doubt my affection, or to fuppofe I can 
wih to influence her upon a fubject fo 
matcrial.to her future happinefs, and 
where her heart ought to be the princi- 
Kes . pal. 
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pal directrefs. Do me the juftice to be- 
Jicve, that I make known to you the 


offers of the Count as a friend, not as a 


dire¢tor. He is a man, who from the 
fhort period of our acquaintance, I have 
judged to be deferving of particular 
eflcem. His mind appcars to be noble; 
his heart expanfive ; his rank is equal 
with your own; and he loves you with 
an attachment warm and fincere. - But 
with all thefe advantages, I would not 


have my fifter give herfelf to the man | 


who does not mect an intercft in her 
heart to plead his caufe.” 


- The gentle foul of Mary fwelled with. 


gratitude towards her brother; fhe 


would have thanked him for the ten- 
dernefs of thefe fentiments, but a varicty 
of emotions were ftrugeling at her 
heart, and ftopped her utterance ; tears, 
and a fmile foftly clouded with forrow, 
were all fhe could give him in reply. 
He could not but perceive that fome fe- 
cret 
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cret caufe of gricf preyed upon her 


mind, and he {folicited to know, and to 
remove it. **My dear brother will 
believe the gratitude which his kind- 
nefs——-—.” = She would have finifhed 
the fentence, but the words died away 
upon her lips, and fhe threw herfelf on 
the bofom of her mother, concealing her 
diftrefs, and wept in filence. The 
Countefs too well underftood the grief 
of her daughter; fhe had witneffed the 
fecret ftruggles of her heart, which ali 
her endeavours were not able to erafe,, 
and which rendered the offers of the 
Count difgufting, and dreadful to her 
imagination. Matilda: knew how to, 
feel fot her fuffcrings, but the affection 
of the mother extended her views be- 
yond the prefent temporary evil, to the 
future welfare of her child; and in the 
‘ong perfpective of fucceeding years, fhe 
beheld her united to the Count, whofe 
casvatier diffufed happinefs, and the 
shaid diosiry of virtue to allaround him : 
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fhe received the thanks of Mary for her 
gentle guidance to the good fhe pof- 
feffed; the artlefs looks of the little 
ones around ‘her, fmiled their thanks; | 
and the luxury of that fcene recalled the 
memory of times for ever paffled, and 


. mingled with the tear of rapture, the 
- figh of fond regret. The fureft method 


of erafing that affection which threat- 
encd ferious evil to the peace of her 
child if fuffered to continue, and to 
fecure her permanent felicity, was to 
unite her to the Count; whofe amiable 
difpofitions would foon win her affeéti- 
ons, and obliterate from her heart every 
improper remembrance of Alleyn. She 
determined, therefore, to employ argu- 
ment and gentle perfuafion, to guide 
hertoher purpofe. She knew the mind 
of Mary to be delicate and candid ; 
eafy of conviction, and firm to purfuc 
what her judgment approved; and fhe 


— did not defpair of fucceeding.. 


The 
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The Earl ftill preffed to know the 
caufe of that emotion which affli€ed 
her. “ TF am unworthy of your foli- 
citude,” faid Mary, ‘* I cannot teach 
my heart to fubmit.” ‘* To fubmit! 
—Can you fuppofe your friends can 
with your heart to fubmit on a point fo 
material to its happinefs, to ought that 
is repugnant to its feelings? If the 
offers of the Count are difplcafing to 
you, tell me fo; and I will return him his 
anfwer. Believe that my firft with is.to 
fee you happy.” , ** Generous Ofbert ! 
How can I repay the goodnefs of fuch 
a brother! I would accept in gratitude 
the hand of the Count, did not my feel- 
ings affure me I fhould be miferable, ° 
I admire his character, and efteem his 
goodnefs; but alas!—-why fhould I 
conceal it from you?—My heart ts 
another’s —-1s anothcr’s, whofe noble 
deeds have won its involuntary regards ; 
_ one who is yet unconfcious of my dif- 
tinction, and who fhall for ever remain 
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in ignorance of it.” The idea of Alleyn 
flafhed into the mind of the Earl, and 


he no longer doubted to whom her 


heart was engaged. ‘* My own fenti- 
‘ments,” faid he, ** fuchciently inform 
me of the objcct of your admiration. 


You do well to remember the dignity 
of your fex and of your rank; though I 
muft lament with you, that worth like 
Alleyn’s 1s not impowered by fortune to” 
take its ftandard with nobility.” At 
Alleyn’s name, the bluthes of Mary con- 
firmed Ofbert in his difcovery. “ My 
child,” faid the Countefs, ‘* will not 
refign her tranquillity ta a vain and 
ignoble attachment. She may efteem 
merit wherever it 1s found, but fhe will 
remember the duty which fhe owes to 
her family and to hertelf, in contracting 
an alliance which is to fupport or dimt- 
nifh the ancient confequence of her 
houfe. The offers. of a man endowed 


with fo much apparent exccllence 25 


the Count, and whofe birth 1s equa! to 
; v g your 
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‘ your own, affords a profpect too pro- 
mifing of felicity, to be haftily re- 
jetted. We will hereafter converfe 
more largely on this fubjett.” ‘* Ne- 
ver fhall you have reafon to blufh 


for your daughter,” faid Mary, with 


a modeft pride; ‘* but pardon me, 
Madam, if I entreat that we no more 


renew a fubject fo painful to my feel — 


ings, and which cannot be productive 
_ of good ;— for never will I give my 
hand where my heart does not ac- 
company it.” This was not a time 
to prefs the topic; the Countefs for 
the prefent defifted, and the Earl left 
the apartment with an heart divided be- 
tween pity and difappointment. Hope, 
however, whifpered to his wifhes, that 
Mary might in time be induced to admit 
the addreffes of the Count, and he de- 
termined not wholly to deftroy his 
hopes. | 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 


} HE Count was walking on. the 

ramparts of the caftle, involved 
in thought, when Ofbert approached ; 
whofe lingering ftep and difappointed 
air, fpoke to his heart the rejection of | 
his fuit. He told the Count that Mary 
did not at prefent feel for him thofe 


- fentiments of affection which would 


juftify her in accepting his propofals. 
This information, though it fhocked 
the hopes of the Count, did not entirely © 
deftroy them ; for he yet believed that 
time and affiduity might befriend his 

wifhes. While thefe Noblemen were 
- leaning on the walls of the caftle, en- 
_ gaged in earneft converfation, they ob- 
ferved ona diftant hill acloud emerging 
- from the verge of the horizon, whofe 
duiky hue glittered with fudden light ; 


in 
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In an inftant they defcried the glance of - 


arms, and a troop of armed men poured 
in long fucceffion over the hill, and 
hurried down its fide to the plains be- 
low. The Earl thought he recognized 
the clanof the Baron. It was the Baron 
himfelf who now advanced at the head 
of his people, in fearch of that revenge 
which had been hitherto denied him ; 
and who, determined on conqueft, had 
brought with him an hoft which he 
thought more than fufficient to over- 
whelm the caftle of his enemy. — 


The ‘meffenger who had been fent 
with the challenge, had been detained a 
prifoner by Malcolm; who, in the mean 
time, had haftened his preparations to 
furprize the caftle of Athlin. The de- 
tention of his fervant had awakened 


the fufpicions of the Earl, and he had ~ 


taken precautions to guard againft the 
defigns of his enemy. He had fum- 
moned his clan to hold themfelves in 

readinefs 


which, mifling the Baron, pierced one ot 
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-readinefs for afudden attack, and had 
prepared his caftle for the worft emer- 
gency. He now fent a meflenger to 


the clan with fuch orders as he judged 
expedient, arranged his plans within the 
walls, and took his {tation on the ram- 


parts to obferve the movements of his 


enemy. ‘The Count, clad inarms, {tood 
by his fide. Alleyn was pofted with a 
party within the great gate of the 
caflle, | 


The Baron advanced with his people, — 
and quickly turrounded the walls. Withs — 
in all was filent; the caflle fcemed to 
repofe in fecurity ; andthe Baron, certain 


of victory, congratulated himfelf on the 


fuccefs of the enterprize, when obferv- 


ing the Earl, whofe perfon was concealed 


in armour, he called to him to furrender 


himfelf and his Chief to the arms of 


Malcolm. The Earl anf{wered the fum- 
mons with an arrow from his bow,. 


his 
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his attendants. The archers who had been 
planted behind the walls, now difcovered 
themfelves, and difcharged a fhower of 
arrows ; at the fame time every part of 
the caftle appeared thronged with the 
foldiers of the Earl, who hurled on the 
heads of the aftonifhed befiegers, launces 
and other miffil weapons with unceafing 
rapidity. The alarum bell now rung 
out the fienal to that part of the clan 
without the walls, and they immedi- 
atcly poured upon’ the enemy, who, 
confounded by this unexpected attack, 


had fearecly time to defend themfelves. — 


The clang of arms refounded through 
the air, with the fhouts of the victors 
and the groans of the dying. The fear 
of the Baron, which had principally 
opcrated on the minds of his people, 
was now overcome by furprize, and the 
fear of death ; and on the firft repulfe, 
they deferted from the ranks in preat 
numbers, and fled to the diftant hills. 


In vain the Baron endeavoured to rally — 


his 
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his foldiers, and keep them to the. 

charge; they yielded to a ftronger im- | 
pulfe than the menaces of their Chief, 
who was now left with lefs than half his — 
numbers at the foot of the walls. The | 
Baron, to whom cowardice was un- 

known, difdaining to retreat, continued 
-- the attack. <Atcdength the gates of the 
caftle were thrown open, and a party 
iffued upon the affailants, headed by the 
Earl and’ the Count, who divided in 
queft of Malcolm. The Count fought 
in vain, and the fearch of Ofbert was 
equally fruitlefs; their adverfary was 
no where to be found. Ofbert, appre- 
henfive of his gaining admittance to the 
caftle by ftratagem, was returning in 
hafte to the gates, when he received the 
{troke of a fword upon his fhoulder ; 
his armour had broke the force of the 
blow, and the wound it had given was 
flight. He turned his fword, and facing 
his enemy, difcovered a foldier of Mal- 
colm’s, who attacked him with a defpe- 
Sack | rate 
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rate courage. The encounter was fue | 
rious and long; dexterity and equal 
valour feemed to animate both the com- 
batants. Alleyn, who obferved from 
his poft the danger of the Earl, flew in- | 
ftantly to his affiftances; but the crifis 
of the fcene was paft ere he arrived ; 
the weapon of Ofbert had pierced the 
fide of his adverfary, and he fell to the 
ground. ‘The Earl difarmed him, and 
holding over him his fword, bade him 
afk his life. - £* I have no life to afk,” | 
faid Malcolm, whofe fainting voice the 
Earl now difcovered, ‘if I. had, ’tis. 
death only I would accept from you. 
O! curfed! ——.” He would have 
finifhed: the fentence, but his wound 
flowed apace, and he fainted with lofs 
of blood. The Earl threw down his | 
{word, and caHing a party of his people, - 
he committed to them the care of the. 
Baron, and ordered them to proceed and 
feize the caftle of Dunbayne. Under- 
landing their Chief was mortally. 

wounded, 
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wounded, the remains of Malcolm’s 
army had fled from the walls. The peo- 
ple of the Earl proceeded without inter-— 
ruption, and took poffeffion of the caftle 
Without oppofition. 


The wounds of the Baron were 
examined when he reached Dunbayne, 
and a dubious fentence of the event 
was pronounced. His countenance 
marked the powerful workings of 
his mind, which feemed_ labouring 
with an unknown evil; he threw his 
eyes eagerly round the apartment, as if 
in fearch of fome object which -was not 
prefent. After feveral attempts to {pceak, 
“« Flatter me not,” faid he, ** with hopes — 
of ‘life; it is flitting faft away ; but 
while I have breath to fpeak, let me fee 
the Baronefs.” She cameyand hanging 
over his couch in filent horror, received 
his words. ‘ L have injured you, 
Madam, I fear beyond reparation. In 
thefe laft few mements let me endea-_ 


vour to relieve my conicitare by difco- 
_vering — 
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vering to you my guilt and my res 
morfe.” The Laronefs ftarted, fearful 
of the coming fcntence. You had a 
fon.” §€ What of my fon?’ ‘* You 
had a fon whom my boundlefs ambition 
doomed to exile from his parents and 
his heritage, and who I caufed you to 
believe had died in your abfence.” 
“ Where is my child ?” exclaimed the 
Baronefs. ‘** I know not,” refumed 
Malcolm, ‘£1 committed him to the 
care of a man and woman who then 
lived on a remote part of my lands, but 
a few years after they difappeared, and 
| have never heard of them fince. The 
boy paffed for a foundling whom I had 

faved from perifhing, One fervant only 
IT entrufted with the fecrct; the reft 
were impofed upon. ‘Thus far I tell 
vou, Madam, to prompt you to enqui- 
vy, and to affuage the agonics of a bleed- 
ing confcience. I have other decds 
| ee ee Baronefs | could hear no 
more; fhe was carried infenfible from 
the 
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the apartment... Laura, fhocked at her 
condition, was informed of its caufe, 


and filial tendernefs watched over her 
with unwearied attention. 


In the mean time the Earl, on quit- 
ting Malcolm, had returned immediate- 
ly to the caftle, and was the firft meffen- 
ger of that event which would probably 
avenge the memory of his father, and 
terminate the dittrefles of his family. 
The fight of Ofbert, and the news he 
brought, revived the Countefs and Ma- 
ry, who had retired during the affault 
- ato an inner apartment of the caftle for 

preater fecurity, and who had fuffered 
during that period all the terrors which 
their fituation could infpire. They 


were foon after joined by the Count and © 
by Alleyn, whofe conduct did not pafs _ 


unnoticed by the Earl. The check of 


Mary glowed at the relation of this — 


new inftance of his worth; and it 


was Alleyn’s fweet reward to obferve 
her 


( 217 ) 


her emotion. There was a fentiment 
in the heart of Ofbert which ftrugeled 
againft the pride of birth; he wifhed to 
reward the fervices and the noble {pirit 
of the youth, with the virtues of Mary ; 
but the authority of early prejudice 
filenced the grateful impulfe, and {wept 
from his. heart the characters of truth. 


The Earl, accompanied by the Count, 
now haftened to the caftle of Dunbayne, 
to cheer the Baronels and her daughter 
with their prefence. As they approached 
the caftle, the ftillnefs and defolation of 
the fcene befpoke the fituation of its 
lord; his people were entirely difperfed, 
a few only of his centinels wandered 
before the eaftern gate; who, having 
made no oppofition, were fuffered by 
the Earl’s people to remain. Few of 
the Baron’s people were to be feen ; 
tuofe few were unarmed, and appcared 
the effigies of fallen greatnefs. As the 
Earl croffed the platform, the remem- 
brance of the paft crowded upon his 
| L, »Googlaund. © . 
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mind. The agonies which he had there © 
fuifered,—the image of death which 
glared upon his fight, aggravated by 
the bitter and ignominious circum- 
{tances which attended his fate; the 


figure of Malcolm, mighty in injutlice, 


and cruel in power; whofe counte- 
nance, fmiling horribly in triumphant 
revenge, fent to his heart the ftroke of 
anguifh ;— cach circumftance of tor- 
ture arofe to his imagination in the 
olowing colours of truth; he fhuddered 
as he pafled; and the contraft of the 
prefent feene touched his heart with the 
moft affecting fentiments. Hie faw the 
innate and active power of juftice, which 


pervades all the circumftances even of 


this lifelike vital principle, and fhines 
through the obfcurity of human acti- 
ons to the virtuous, the pure ray of 
Heaven;—to the guilty, the deftruc- 
tive glace of lightning. 


On enquiring for the Baronefs, they 
were: 
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were told fhe was in the apartment of 
Malcolm, whofe moment of diffolution 
was now approaching. The name of 
the Count was delivered to the Baronefs, 
and overheard by the Baron, who defired 
to fee him. Louifa went out to receive 
her noble relation with all the joy 
which a meeting fo defirable and fo un- | 
looked for, could infpire. On feeing 
Ofbert, her tears flowed faft; and fhe 
thanked him for his generous care, in a 
manner that declared a decp fenfe of his 
fervices. Leaving him, fhe condudted 
the Count to Malcolm, who lay on his 
couch furrounded with the flillnefs and 
horrors of death. He railed his languid 
head, and difcovered a countenance wild — 
and terrific, whofe ghaftly afpect was 
overfpread with the palencfs of death. 
‘Che beautcous Laura, overcome by the» 
icenc, hung like a drooping lilly over 
his couch, dropping fait her tears. 
* My lord,” faid Malcolm, in a low 
we, * you fee before you a wretch, 
| Ls 2 anxious 
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anxious to relieve the agony of a guilty 
mind. My vices have deftroyed the 
peace of this lady,—have robbed her of 
afon—but fhe will difclofe to you the 


fecret guilt, which I have now no time | 


to tell. I have for fomce years received, 
as you now well know, the income of 
thofe foreign lands which are her due; 
_ as afmall reparation for the injuries fhe 
has fuftained, I bequeath to her all the 
poffeflions which I lawfully inherit, and 
—refign her into your protection. To 
afk oblivion of the paft of you, Madam, 
and of you, my Lord, is whatI dare not 
do; yct it would be fome confolation. 
to my departing fpirit, to be affured of 
your forgivenefs.” The Baronefs was 
too much affected to reply but by alook 
of affent; the Count affured him of 
foreivenefs, and befought him to com- 
pofe his mind for his approaching fate. 
‘© Compofure, my Lord, is not for me; 
my life has been marked with vice, and 
my death with the bitternefs of fruitlefs 
_-remorfe. 
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remorfe. I have underftood virtue, but 
I have loved vice. Ido not now lament 
that lam punifhed, but chat I have de- 
ferved punifhment.” The Baron funk 
on his couch, and ina few moments af- — 
ter expired in a ftrong figh. Thus ter- 


minated the life of a man, whofe uns | 


derflanding might have reached the hap- 
pinefs of virtue, but whofe adtions dif- 
played the features of vice.. 


From this melancholy fcene, the Ba- 
ronefs, with the Count and Laura, re- 
tired to her apartment, where the Earl 
awaited their return with anxious foli- 
citude. The fternnefs of juftice for a 
moment relaxed when hc heard of Male 
colm’s death; his heart would have 
fished with compafion, had not the re- 
membrance of his father crofled his 
mind, and checked the impulfe. “*T | 
can now, Madam,” faid he, addreffing 
the Baronefs, ‘ reftore you a part of. 
thofe poffeflions which were once your 

L3 —. Lord's, 
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T.ord’s, and which ought to have been 
the inheritance of your fon; this caftle 
from henceforth is your’s ; I refign it to 
its lawful owner.” The Baronefs was 
overcome with the remembrance of his 
fervices, and could fcarcely thank him 
but with her tears. The fervant whom | 
the Baron had mentioned as the confi- 
dant of his iniquities, was fent for, and 
interrogated concerning the infant he 
had charge of. From him, however, 
little comfort was réceived ; for he could 
only tell, that he had conveyed the 
child, by the orders of his mafter, to a 
cottaze on the furtheit borders of his 
eftates, where he had delivered it to the 
care of a woman, who there lived with 
her hufband. Thefe people received at — 
the fame time, a fum of money for its 
Support, with a promife of future fup- 
plies. That for fome years he had been 
punctual in the payment of the fums 
entrufted to him by the Baron, but at 


length he yielded to the temptation of 
with- 
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with-holding them for his own ufe; and 
on enquiring for the people fome years 
after, he found they were gone trom the 
place. The conditions of -the Ba- 
ronefs’s pardon to the man, depended 
on his endeavours to repair the injury 
he had promoted, by a ftrict fearch for’ 
the people to whom he had commirted 
her child. She now confulted with her 
friends on the beft means to be purfued 
in thts bufinefs, and immediately fent off 
meffengers to different parts of the 
country to gather information. 


The Baronefs was now releafed from 
opprefon and imprifonment ; fhe was _ 
re-inftated in her ancient poffefMfions, to 
which were added all the hereditary 
lands of Malcolm, together with his 
perfonal fortune: fhe was furrounded 
by thofe whom fhe moft loved, and in 
the midit of a people who loved her; 
yet the confequence of the Baron’s 
guile had left in her heart one drop of 
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gall which embittered each fource of 
~ happinefs, and made her life melancholy 
and painful. 


The Count was now her vifitor; fhe 
was much confoled by his prefence ; 
_ and Laura’s hours were often enlivencd 
by the converfation of the Earl, to whom 
her heart was tenderly attached, and 
whofe frequent vifits to the caftle, were 
devoted to love and her. 


The felicity of Matilda now appeared 
as perfect and as permanent as Is confift- 
ent with the nature of fublunary beings. 
Juftice was done to the memory of her 
Lord, and her beloved fon was fpared to 
blefs the evening of her days. The father 


of Laura had ever been friendly to the — 


houfe of Athlin, and her delicacy felt 
no repugnance to the union which 
— Ofbert folicited. But her happinefs, 
whatever it might appear, was incom- 


plete; fhe law the fertled melancholy of 
: Mary, 
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Mary, for love ftill corroded her hearer, — 
and notwith{tanding her efforts, fhaded 
her afpect. The Countcfs wifhed to 
produce thofe nuptials with the Count, 
which fhe thought would re-eftablifh 
the peace of her child, and infure her 
future felicity. She omitted no oppor- 
tunity of preffing his fuit, which fhe 
managcd with a delicacy that rendered 
it lefs painful to Mary; whofe words, 
however, were few in reply, and who 
could feldom bear the fubject to be long 
continucd. Her fettled averfion to the 
addreffes of the Count, at length bafHled 
the expectations of Matilda, and fhewed 
her the fallacy of her efforts. She 
thought it impftoper to fuffer the Count 
any longer to nourifh in his heart a vain 
_ hopes; and fhe reluctantly commifhioned 
the Earl to undeceive him on this 
point. 


With the Baronefs, month after 
month {till elapfed in fruitlefs fearch of 
Lis her 
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her fon; the people with whont he had 
' been placed were no where to be found, 
and no track was difcovered which 
might lead to the truth. The diftrefs 
of the Baronefs can only be imagined ; 
fhe refigned herfelf in calm defpair to 
mourn in filence, the eafy confidence — 
which had entruited her child tothe care 
of thofe who had betrayed him. Though 
happinefs was denied her, fhe was un- 
willing to with-hold it from thofe whom 
it awaited; and at length yielded to 
the entreaties of the Earl, and became 
-his advocate with Laura, for the nup- 
tials which were to unite their fate. 


- The Earl introduced the Countefs 

and Mary to the caftle of Dunbayne. 
Similarity of fentiment and difpofition 
united Matilda and the Baronefs in a 
lafting fricndfhip. Mary and Laura 
were not lefs pleafed with each other. . 
The dejeétion of the Count at fight of 
. Mary, declared the ardor of his pafior, — 
oe . | and 
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and would have awakened in her breaft 


fomething more than compalhion, had. 


not her heart been pre-occupicd. Al- 
leyn, who could think of Mary only, 
wandered through the caftle of Athlina 


folitary being, who fondly haunts the 


{pot where his happinefs lics buricd. 
His prudence formed refolutions which 
his paffion as quickly broke; and cheat- 
ed by love, though followed by defpair, 
he delayed his departure from day to 
day, and the illufion of yefterday conti- 


nued to be the illufion of the morrow. — 
The Earl, attached to his virtues, and. 


grateful for his ferviccs, would have 
beftowed on him every honour but that 
alone which could give him happinefs, 
and which his pride would have fuffered 
him to accept. Yet the honours which 
he refufed — he refufed witha grace fo 


modeft, as to conciliate kindnefs rather 


than wound generofity. 


In a gallery on the North fide of the 


L 6. calle, 
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cattle, which was filled with pictures of 
the family, hung a portrait of Mary. 
She was drawn in the drefs which fhe 
wore on the day of the feftival, when 
fhe was Ied by the Earl into the hall, 
and prefented as the partner of Alleyn. 
The likenefs was ftriking, and expref-. 
five of all the winning grace of the ori- 
ginal. As often as Alleyn could fteal 
from obfervation, he retired to this gal- 
Jery to contemplate the portrait of her 
who was ever prefent to his imagina-_ 
tion: here he could breathe that figh 
which her pretence reftrained, and fhed 
thofe tears which her: prefence forbade 
to flow. As he flood one day in this 
place, wrapt in melancholy mufing, his 
ear was flruck with the notes of fwect 
mufic; they feemed to iflue from the 
bottom of the gallery. The inftrument 
was touched with an exquifite expreffi- 
on, and ina voice whofe tones floated 
on the air in foft undulations; he diftin- | 
guithed the following words, which he © 

remembered 
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remembéred to be an ode compofed 
by the Earl, and prefented to Mary, 
who had fet it to mufic the day before. 


MORNING. 


Darknefs! thro’ thy chilling glooms, 
Weakly trembles twilight grey ; 

Twilight fades — and Morning comes, 
And melts thy fhadows {wift away! 


She comes in her AZtherial car, 
Involv’d in many a varying hue; 

And thro’ the azure fhoots afar, 
Spirit—light—and life anew! | 


Her breath revives the drooping flowers, 
HIcr ray diffolves the dews of night; 
Recalls the fprightly-moving hours, 
_ And the green fcene unveils in light! 


Her’s the freth gale that wanders wild 
O’er mountain top, and woodland glades | 
_And fondly fteals the breath, beguil’d, | 
Of ev’ry flow’r in ev’ry thade, - | 


Mother 
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Mother of Rofes!—bright Aurora !—hail! 

- ‘Thee fhall the chorus of the hours falute, | 
And fong of early birds from ev’ry vale, 
And blithfome horn, and fragrant — 

mute! 


And oft as rifing o’er the plain, 

Thou and thy rofeate Nymphs appear, 
This fimple fong in choral ftrain, 

From rapturing Bards fhall meet thine ear. 


CHORUS. 


Dance ye lightly —lightly on! 

’"Tis the bold lark thro’ thé air, 
Hails your beauties with his fong ; 
_ Lightly lightly fleeting fair ! 


Entranced in the fweet founds, he 
had procecded fome fteps down the 


gallery, when the mufic ceafed. He 


ftopped. After a fhort paufe it re-_ 


turned, and as he advanced he diftin- © 


guifhed thefe words, fung in a low voice 
mournfully {fweet: | 


In folitude I mourn thy reign, 
Ah! youth belov 'd—but lov’d in vain! 


J | The - 
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The voice was broken, and loft in. 


fobs ; the chords of the lute were wildly 


ftruck: and in a few moments filence 
enfued. He ftcpped on towards the 
{pot whence the founds had proceeded, 
and through a door which was left open, 
he difcovered Mary hanging over her 
lute diffolved in tears. He ftood for 
fome moments abforbed in mute admi- — 


ration, and unobferved by Mary, who a 
was loft in her tears, till a figh which., | 


efcaped him, recalled her toreality; fhe 
raifed her cyes, and bcheld the object — 
of her fecret forrows. She arofe in con- 
fufion; the blufh on her cheek betrayed 
her heart; fhe was retiring in hafte from 
Alleyn, who remained at the entrance 
of the room the ftatue of defpair, when 
fhe was intercepted by the Earl, who 
entered by the door fhe was opening ; 
her eyes were red with weeping; he 
glanced on her a look of furprize and 
difpleafure, and paficd on to the gallery 
followed by Alleyn, who was now awak- 
| ened - 
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- ened from his trance. ‘* From you, 
Alleyn,” faid the Earl, in a tone of dif. 
pleafure, ‘‘ I expected other condué ; 


-. on your word I relied, and your word 


has deceived me.” ‘* Flear me, my 
Lord,” returned the youth, ‘ your 
confidence I have never abufed; hear 
me.” °° T have now no time for parley,” 
replied Ofbert, ‘* my moments are pre- | 
cious; fome future hour of leifure may 
fuffice.” So faying, he walked away 
with an abrupt haughtinefs, which 
touched the foul of Alleyn, who dif- 
dained to purfue him with further ex- 
planation. He was now completely 
wretched. ‘The fame accident which 
had unveiled to him the heart of ‘Mary, 
and the full extent of that happinefs 
which fate with-held, confirmed him in 
defpair, The fame accident had ex-. 
pofed the delicacy of her he loved toa 
eruel fhock, and had fubyected his ho- 
nour to fufpicion; and to a fevere re- 
buke from him, by whom it was his 

| a pride 
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pride to be refpected, and for whofe 


fafety he had fuffered imprifonment, and 
encountered death. 


Mary had quitted the clofet diftreffed 
and perplexed. She perceived the mif- 
take of the Earl, and it fhocked her. 
She wifhed to undeceive him, but he 
was gonc to the caftle of Dunbayne, to 
pay one of thofe vifits which were foon 
to conclude in the nuptials, and whence 
he did not return till evening. The 
{cene which he had witneffed in the 


morning, involved him.inatumult of . 


diftrefs. He confidered the mutual paf- 
fion which filled the bofom of his fitter 
and Alleyn; he had furprized them ina 


folitary apartment; he had obferved > 
the tender and melancholy air of Alleyn, | 


and the tears and confufion of Mary; 
and he at firft did not hefitate to believe 
that the interview liad been appointed. In 
_ the heat of his difpleafure he had rejeét- 
ed the bie: easiceae of Alleyn with a 

haughty 
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haughty refentment, which the late fcene. 
alone could have excited, and which the 
delufion it had occafioned alone could 
excufe. Cooler confideration, however, 
brought to his mind the delicacy and the 
amiable pride of Mary, and the integrity 
of Alleyn; and heaccufed himfelf of a 
too hafty decifion. The zealous fervices 
of Alleyn camceto his heart ; he repented 
that he had treated him fo rigoroufly ; 
and on his return enquired for him, that 
he might hear an explanation, and that - 
he might foften the alperity of his for- 
mer behaviour, 
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CHAPTER XI. 


LLEYN was no where to be 
found. The Earl went himfelf in 

nue of him, but without fuccefs. As 
he returned from the terrace, chagrined 
and difappointed, he obferved two per- — 
_ fons crofs the platform at fome diftance 
_. before him; and he could perceive by 
the dim moon-light which fell upon the 
fpot, that they were not of the caftle. 
He called to them; no anfwer was re- 
turned; but at the found of his voice 
they quickened their pace, and almoft 
inftantly difappeared in the darknefs of 
the ramparts. Surprized at this phe- 
nomenon, the Earl followed with hafty 
fteps, and endeavoured to purfue the 
way they had taken. He walked on 
ees: but there was no found to di- 
rect 
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rect his fteps. When he came to the 
extremity of the rampart, which formed 


the North angele of the caftle, he ftopped. 


to examine the fpot, and to liften if any 
thing was ftirring. No perfon was to be 
feen, and all was hufhed. After he had 
ftood fome time furveying the rampart, 
he heard the low reftrained voice of a 
perfon unknown, but the diftance pre- 
vented his diftinguifhing the fubject of 
the converfation. The voice feemedto 
approach the place wherc he ftood. He 


drew his {word, and watched in filence - 


their motions. They continued to ad- 
vance, till fuddenly ftopping, they 


turned, and took a long furvey of the 


fabric. Their difcourfe was conducted 
na lowtone; but the Earl could dif- 


cover by the vchemence of their gefture, 


and the caution of their fteps, that they 
were upon fome defign dangerous to the 
peace of the caftle. Having finifhed 
their examination, they turned again to- 


wards mae place where the Earl ftill re- 
mained 
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mained; the fhade of a high turret con+ 
cealed him from their view, and they 
continued to approach till they arrived 
within a fhort fpace of him, when they 
turned through a ruined arch-way of 
the caftle, and were loft in the dark re- 
ceffes of the pile. Aftonifhed at what he 
had feen, Ofbert haftened to the caftle, 
whence he difpatched fome of his peo- 
ple in fearch of the unknown fugitives ; 
he accompanied fome of his domeftics 
to the fpot where they had laft difap- 
peared. They entered the arch-way, 
which led to a decayed part of the caf- 
tle; they followed over broken pave- 
ment the remains of a paflage, which was 
clofed by a low obf{cure door alimoft 
concealed from fight by the thick ivy 
which overfhadowed it. On opening. 
this door, they defcended a flight of — 
fteps which'led under the pile, fo ex- 
tremely narrow and broken as to make 
the defcent both difficult and dangcrous. | 
The powerful _— of long pent-up 
vapours 
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vapours extinguifhed their light, and 
the Earl and his attendants were coms 
pelled to remain in utter darknefs 
while one of them went round to the 
habitable part of the caftle to relume 
the lamp. While they awaited in filence 
the return of light, a fhort breathing 
was diftinctly heard at intervals, near the 
place where they ftood. The fervants 
fhook with fear, and the Earl was not 
wholly unmoved. They remained en- 
—tirely filent, Iiftening its return, when a 
found of footfteps flowly  ftcaling 
through the vault, ftartled them. The 
Karl demanded who patled ;—he was 
antwered only by the deep echoes of his 
voice. They clafhed their fwords and 
had advanced, when the fteps hattily 
retired before them. The Earl rufhed 
forward, purfuing the found, till over- 
taking the perfon who fled, he feized 
him; a fhort fcufle enfued; the ftrength 
of Ofbert was too powerful for his:anta- 
gonift, who was nearly overcome, when 
the. 


a 
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the point of a- fword from an unknown 
hand pierced his fide, he relinquifh- 
ed his grafp, and fell to the ground. 
His domeftics, whom the activity of. 
their mafter had outran, now came up 3; 
but the affaffins, whoever they were, 
had accomplithed their efcape, for the 
found of their {teps was quickly loft in 


the diftance of the vaults. They endea- 


voured to raife the Earl, who lay fpeech- 
lefs on the ground; but they knew not 
how toconvey him from that place of 
horror, for they were yet in total dark- 
nefs, and unacquainted with the place. 
In this ficuation, every moment of delay | 
appeared an age. Some of them tricd 
to grope their way to the entrance, but 
their efforts were defeated by the dark- 
nefs, and the ruinous fituation of the 
place. The light at length appeared, 


and difcovered the Earl infenfible, and 


weltcring in his blood. He was con- 
veyed into the caftle, where the horror | 
of thé Countefs on feeing him borne in- 

| : to 
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to the hall, may be eafily imagined. 


By the help of proper applications he 
was reftored to life; his wound was ex- | 
amined, and found to be dangerous; and 


he was carried to bed in a ftate which 


gave very faint hopes of recovery.. The 
aitonifhment of the Countefs on hearing 
the adventure, was equalled only by her 
diftrefs. All her conjectures concern- 
ing the defigns and the identity of the 
aflaffin, were vague and uncertain. She 
knew not on whom to fix the ftigma; 
nor could difcover any means by which 
to penctrate this myfterious affair. The 
people who had remained.in the vaults 
to purfue the fearch, now rcturned ta 
Matilda. Every recefs of the caftle, and 
every part of the ramparts had been 
explored, yet no one could be found ; 
and the myftery of the proceeding was 
heightened by the manner in which the 


men had effected their efcape. 


Mary watched over her brother in 
| | filent 
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filent anguifh, yet fhe ftrove to conceal 
her diftrefs, that fhe might encourage 
the Countefs to hope. The Countefs 
endeavoured to refign herfelf to the 
event with a kind of defperate fortitude. 
There is a certain point of mifery, be- 
yond which the mind becomes callous, 
and acquires a fort of artificial calm. 
‘Eexcefs of mifery may be faid to blaft 
the vital powers of feeling, and by a 
natural confequence confumes its own 
principle. Thus it was with Matilda: 
a long fucceffion of trials had reduced 
her to a ftate of horrid tranquillity, 
which followed the firft fhock of the 
prefent event. It was not fo with Lau- 
ra; young in misfortune, and gay in 
hope, fhe faw happinefs fade from her 
grafp with a warmth of fecling un- 
touched by the chill of difappointment. 
When the news of the Larl’s fituation 
reached her, fhe was overcome with 
affliction, and pined in filent anguith. 
- The Count haftened to an but grief 
M | fat 
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fat heavy at his heart, and he had no 
power to offer to others the coimfort 

which he wanted himfelf. | 
A fever, which was the confequence 
_of his wounds, added to the danger of 
the IXarl, and to the defpair of his fa- 
mily.. During this period, Alleyn had 
not been feen at the caflle; and his ab- 
fence at this time, raifed in Mary a va- 
riety of diftreffing apprehenfions. Of- 
Lert enquired for him, and withed to fee 
shim. = The fervant who had been fent 
to his father’s cottage, brought word 
that it was fome days fince he had been: 
there, and that nobody knew whither he _ 
was gone. The furprize was univerfal, — 
but the effect it produced was various 
and oppofite. A collection of ftrange and 
concomitant circumftances, now forced 
a fulpicion on the mind of the Countefs, 
~which her heart, and her remembrance 
of the former conduct of Alleyn, at 
once 
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once condemned. She had heard of 
what paffed between the Earl and him in 
the gallery; his immediate abfence; the 
event which followed, and his fubfe- 
quent flight, formed a chain of evidence 

which compelled her with the utmoft 
reluctance, to believe him concerned in 
the affair which had once more involved 
her houfe in mifery. Mary had too 
much confidence in her knowledge of 
his character, to admit a fufpicion of 
this nature. She rejeéted with inflant — 
difdain, the idea of uniting Alleyn with 
difhonour ; and that he fhould be guilty 
of an action fo bafe as the prefent, foared 
beyond all the bounds of poffibility. 
Yet fhe felt a ftrange folicitude concern- 
ing him, and apprehenfions for his fafe- 
— ty tormented her inceffantly. The an- 
guifh in which he had quitted the apart- 
ment, her brother’s injurious treatment, 
and his confequent abfence, all confpircd 
to make her fear that defpair had driven 
M2 bim 
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‘him to commit fome a& of violence on _ 


himfelf. 


The Earl, in the delirium of the 
fever, raved continually of Laura and 
of Alleyn ; they were the fole fubjects of — 
his ramblings. Seizing one day the 
hand of Mary, who fat mournfully by 
his bed-fide, and looking for fome time 
penfively in her face, * weep not, my 
Laura,” faid he, ‘6 Malcolm, nor all the 
powers on -earth fhall tear you from 
me; his walls — his guards —-— what 


are they? Vl wreft you from his hold _ 


or perifh. I havea friend whofe valour 
will do much for us; —~a friend——O! 
name him not ; thefe are ftrange times ; 
beware of trufting. I could have given 


him my very life— but not—I will 


not name him.” Then ftarting to the 
other fide of the bed, and looking 
earneftly towards the door with an ex- 

preffion of forrow 1 not to be defcribed, 
| ce * not 
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“not all the miferics which my worft 
enemy has heaped upon me; not all the 
horrors of imprifonment and death, have 
ever touched my foul with a fting fo 
fharp as thy unfaithfulnefs.’” Mary — 
was fo much fhocked by this fcene, that 
fhe left the room, and retired to her own 
apartment to indulge the agony of gricf 
it occafioned. | 


The fituation of the Earl grew daily 
more alarming; and the fever, which had 
auc you acached Its crifis, kept the hopes 
and fears of his family fufpended. In one 
of his lucid intervals, addreffing himfelf 
to the Countefs in the moft pathetic 
manner, he requefted, that as dcath 
might probably foon feparate him for 
ever from her he moft loved, he might 


_ fec Laura once again before he diced. She 


came, and weeping over him, a {cene of 
-anguifh enfued too poignant for defcrip- 
tion. He gave her his laft vows; fhe 

M 3 hd took 
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took of him a laft look ; and with a 
breaking heart tearing herfelf away, was 


carried to Dunbayne ina ftate of danger 
little inferior to his. 


The agitation he had fuffered during 
this interview, caufed a return of phren- 
zy more violent than any fit he had yet 
fuffered ; exhaufted by it, he at length 
funk into a fleep, which continued with- 
out interruption for near four and twenty 


hours. During this time his repofe 
was quiet and profound, and arfordea 


the Countefs and Mary, who watched © 
over him alternately, the confolatrons 


of hope. When he awoke he was per- 


feétly fenfible, and in a very altered 
_ {tate from that he had been ina few 


hours before. The crifis of the difor- 
der was now paft, and from that time it 


rapidly declined till he was reftored to 


perfect health. 


The 
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The joy of Laura, whofe health rae 
dually returned with returning peace, 
and that of his family, was fuch as the 
merits of the Earl deferved. This joys 
however, fuffered a fhort interruption 
from the Count of Santmorin, wo, ene 
tering one morning, the apartment ot 
the Baronefs, with lettcrs in his hand, 
came to acquaint her that he had juit 
received news of the death of a diflant 


relation, who had bequeathed him fome 
eftates of value, to which it was neccf- 


-fary he fhould immediately lay claim ; 


aud that he was, therefore, obliged, how- 
ever reiuctantly, to fet off for Switzer- 


Jand without delay. Though the Ba- 


ronefs rejoiced with all his triends, at. 
his good fortune, fhe regretted with 
them, the neceffity of his abrupt depar- 


ture. He took leave of them, and. par- 
ticularly of Mary, for whom his paffion 
was ftill the fame, with much emotion; 


and it was fome time ere the {pace he 
| M4 had | 
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had left in their fociety was filled a" 


and ere they refumed their wonted 
cheerfulnefs. 


Preparations were now making for 
the approaching nuptials, and the day 

of their celebration was at length fixed. 
The ceremony was to be performed 
ina chapel belonging to the caftle of 


Dunbayne, by the chaplain of «h- pv. 
roncfs. Mary arly was to attend as 


bride-maid; and the Countefs alfo, 
with the Baronefs, was to be prefent. 
The abfence of the Count was unt- 
verfally regretted; for from his hand, 
the Earl was to have received his bride. | 
The office was. now to be fupplied by 
a neighbouring Laird, whom the fa- 
mily of the Baronefs had long efteemed. | 
At the earneft requeft of Laura, Mary 
confented to fpend the night preceding 
- the day of marriage, at the caftle of 


Dunbayne. The day fo long and fo 
anxioufly 
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anxioufly expected by the Lar], at 
Jength arrived. The morning was ex- 
tremely fine, and the joy which glowed 
in his heart gave additional {plendor 
tothe fcene around him. He fet off, 
accompanied by the Countefs, for the 
caftle of Dunbayne. He anticipated 
the joy with which he fhould foon re- 
trace the way he then travelled, with 
- Laura by his fide, whom death alone 


could then feparate from him. On | 


their arrival they were received by 
the Barone{s, who enquired for Mary ; 
and the Countefs and Ofbert were 
thrown.into the utmoft confternation, © 
when thcy learned that fhe had not been 
feen at the caftle. . The nuptials were 
again deferred; the caftle was a fcene 
of univerfal confufion. The Earl re- 
turned home inftantly to difpatch his 
people in fearch of Mary. On en- 
quiry, he learned that the fervants 
who had attended her, had not been 
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heard of fince their departure with — 
their lady. Still more alarmed by 
this intelligence, he rode himfelf in | 
purfuit, yet not knowing which courfe 
to take. Several days were employed 
in a fruitlefs fearch ; no footftep of her 
‘flight could be traced. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XII 


ARY, inthe mean time, fuffered 

all the terror which her fituation 

could excite. On her way to Dun- 
bayne, fhe had been overtaken by a 
party of armed men, who feized her bri- 
dle, and after engaging her fervants in 
a feigned refiftance, carried her off 
fenfelefs. On recovering, fhe found her- 
felf travelling through a foreft, whofe 


glooms were deepened by the fhades of _ 


night. The moon, which was now up, 
glancing through the trees, ferved to 
- fhew the dreary afpect of the place, and 
the number of men who furrounded her; 


and fhe was feized with aterror that al- | 


moft deprived her of reafon. They 


travelled all night, during which a pro- | 
found filence was obferved. At the 


dawn of day fhe found herfelf on the 
|  M 6 | fkirts 
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fkirts of a heath, to whofe wide defola- 
tion her eye could difcover no limits. 
Before they entcred on the wafte, they 
halted at the entrance of a cave, formed 
in a rock, which was overhung with 
pine and fir; where, fpreading their 
breakfaf{t on the grafs, they offered re- 
— frefhments to Mary, whofe mind was 
too much diftracted to fuffer her to par- 
take of them. She implored them in the 
moft moving accents, to tell her from 
whom they came, and whither they 
were carrying her; but they were in- 
fenfible to her tears and her entreaties, 
and fhe was compelled to await in filent 
terror, the extremity of her fate. They 
purfued their journey over the wilds, 
and towards the clofe of day approached 
the ruins of an abbey, whofe broken 
arches and lonely towers arofe in 
gloomy grandeur through the obfcurity 
of evening. It ftood the jolitary inha- 
bitant of the waftes,—a monument of 
mortality and of ancient fuperftititton, 

and 
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and the frowning majefty of its afpect 
feemed to command filence and vene- 
' ration. The chilly dews fell thick, and 
Mary fatigued in body, and haraffed 
in mind, lay almoft expiring on her 
horfe, when they ftopped under an arch 
of the ruin. She was not fo ill as to be 
infenfible to the objects around her; 
the awful folitude of the place, and the 
folemn alpcedt of the fabric, whofe effect 
was heightened by the falling glooms 
of evening, chilled her heart with hor- 
ror; and when they took her from the 
horfe, fhe fhrieked in the agonies of a 
. laft defpair. They bore her over loofe 
ftones to a part of the building, which 
had been formerly the cloifters of the 
abbey, but which was now fallen to 
decay, and overgrown withivy. There 
was, however, at the exticmity of thefe 
cloifters a nook, which had withftood 
with hardier ftrength the ravages of 
time; the roof was here entire, and the 
fhattered ftanchions of the cafements 
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ftill remained. Hither they carried 
Mary, and laid her almoft lifelefs on the _ 
grafly pavement, while fome of the ruf- 
fians haftencd to light a fire of the 
heath and fticks they could pick up. 
They took out their provifions, and 
placed themfelves round the fire, where 
they had not long been feated, when 
the found of diftant thunder foretold | 
-an approaching ftorm. A violent ftorm, 
accompanied with peals which fhook 
the pile, came on. They were fhel- 
tcred from the heavinefs of the rain; 
but the long and vivid flafhes of ight- 
ning which glanced through the cafe- 
ments, alarmed them all. The fhrieks 
of Mary were loud and continued ; 
and the fears of the rufhans did not pre- 
vent their uttcring dreadful impreca- 
tions at her diftrefs. One of them, in 
the fury of his refentment, fwore fhe. 
fhould be gagged; and feizing her re- 
‘fiftlefs hands to execute the purpofe, | 
her crics redoubled. The fervants who 
had 
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had betrayed her, were not yet fo ene 
tirely loft to the feelings of humanity, 
as to ftand regardlefs of her prefent dif- 
trefs ; though they could not refift the 
temptations of a bribe, they were un- 
willing their lady fhould be loaded with 
unneceflary mifery. They oppofed the 
rufhans; a difpute enfued; and the 


. violence of the conteft arofe fo high, 
that they determined to fight for the | 


decifion. Amid the peals of thunder, 
the oaths and execrations of the com- 
batants, added terror to the fcene. The 
ftrength of the ruffians were fuperior to 
that of their opponents; and Mary be- 
holding victory deciding againft herfelf, 
‘uttered a loud fcream, when the atten- 
tion of the whole party was furprized 
by the found of a footftep in the cloifter. 


Immediately after, a man rufhed into 


the place, and drawing his fword, de- 
manded the caufe of thetumult. Mary, 
who lay almoft expiring on the ground, 

now raifed her eyes; but what were 
: | * her 
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her fenfations, when fhe raifed them to 
Alleyn!— who now ftood before her 
_ petrified with horror! Before he could 
fly to her affiftance, the attacks of the 
-rufhans obliged him to defend himfelf; 
he parried their blows for fome time, 
but he muft inevitably have yielded to 
the force of numbers, had not the 
trampling of feet, which faft approach- 
ed, called off fora moment their atten- 
tion. In an inftant the place was filled 
with men. The aftonifhment of Alleyn, 
was, if poffible, now encreafed ; for the 
Earl, followed by a party, now en- 
tered. The Earl, when he perceived 
Alleyn, ftood at the entrance, aghaft! 
— But refuming his firmnefs, he bade 
him defend himfelf. The loud voice 
of Ofbert re-called Mary, and obferving 
their menacing attitudes, fhe collected 
juft ftrength fufficient to throw herfelf — 
between them. Alleyn dropped his 
fword, and raifed her from the ground ; 
when the Earl rudely puthed him away, 
. and 


( 257 ) 


and {natched her to his heart. ‘* Hear 
me, Ofbert,” was all fhe could fay. 
‘¢ Declare who brought her hither,” 
{aid the Earl fternly to Alleyn. “I 
know not,” replied he, “* you muft afk 
thofe men whom your people have fe- 
cured. If my life is hatetul to you, 
{trike ! and {pare me the anguith of de- 
fending it againft the brother of Mary.” 
‘he Earl heficated in furprize, and the 
generofity of Alleyn called a blufh into 


his face. He was going to have reptied, — 


but was interrnpred hy fome of his 
men, who had been engaged in a fharp 
_ conteft with the ruffians, two of whom 
they had fecured, and now brought 
to their lord; the ref{t were fled. In 
_ the perfon of one of them, the Earl dif- 
covered his own fervant, who finking in 
his prefence with confctous guilt, fell on 
hisknees imploring mercy. ** Wretch,” 


faid the Earl, feizing him, and holding _ 
his {word over his head, ‘* declare by — 


whofe authority you have acted, and all 
| you 
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you know of the affair;s—remember 
your life depends on the truth of your | 
affertions. . €* I'll tel] the truth, my. 
lord,” replicd the trembling wretch, 
** and nothing elfe, as I hope for mercy. 
About three weeks avo, — no, itis not 
fo much ; about a fortnight apo, when 
_ I was fent on a meffage to the lady Mal- 
colm, the Count de Santmorin’s gentle. 
man > © "Vhe Count de Sant. 
morin!” re-echoed the whole company. | 
— © But proceed,”’ faid Ofbert. ** The 
Count de Santmorin’s gentleman called 
me into a private room, where he told 


me to wait for his mafter, who would 
foon be there.” ‘* Be quick,” faid the 
Earl, ‘* proceed to facts.” ‘I will, 
my lord; the Count came, and faid to 
me, ‘‘ Robert, I have obferved you, and 
I think you can be faithful,” — he faid - 
fo, my lord, — God forgive me!” 
‘6 Well — well, proceed.” ‘* Where 
was 1 ?”—** Oh !” he faid, ‘I think you. 
can be faithful.’ — ** Good God! this 
| | _ + | 1S 
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is beyond endurance; youtrifle, rafcal, 
with my patience, to give your affoci- 
ates time for efcape; be brief, or you 
die? I will, my lord, as I hope for 
life. He took from his pocket a hand- 
ful of gold, which he gave mc ;— “ can 
you be fecret, Robert ?’ faid he, — yes, 
my lord Count, faid I, God forgive me! 
—* Then obferve what I fay to you. 
You often attend your young lady in 
her rides to Dunbayne.”—** What, then 
it was the Count de Santmorin, who 


rammifianed you to undertake this 
{fcheme!” ‘* Not meonly, my lord.” 


** Anfwer my queftion ; was the Count 
the author of this plot?” ‘* He was, 
_ my lord.” “And where ts he ?” faid 
Ofbert, ina ftern voice. “I know not, 
my lord.” ‘* You know not! Wretch! 
- remember—your life.” ‘‘ I know not, 
as I am a living creature. He em- 
barked, as you know, my lord, not far 
from the caftle of Dunbayne, and we 
were travelling to a diftant part of the 
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_ coaft to meet him, when we were all to 
have fet fail for Switzerland.” ** You 
cannot be ienorant of the place of your 
deftination,” faid the Earl, turning to 
the other prifoner; ‘‘ where is your em- 
Ploye: 2?" §*’Phat is not for me to tell,” 
faid he, in a fullentone. ‘* Reveal the 
truth,” faid the Earl, * turning towards 
him the point of his fword, “ or we 
will find a way to make you.” ‘* The 
place whcre we were to meet the Count, 
had no name.” ‘You know the way 
toit.” 663 da. 9 6 Then lead ma thi. 
ther.” ‘* Never!” ‘Never! Your life 
—thall anfwer the refufal,” faid Osbert, 
pointing the fword to his breaft. 
“Strike!” faid the Count, throwing off 
the cloak which had concealed him ; 
** {trike ! and rid me of a being which 
paffion has made hateful to me;— 
ftrike!—and make the firft moment of 
my entering this place, the laft of my 
guilt.” A faint {cream was uttered by 
Mary ; the fmall remains of her ftrength 
| : ———, forfook — 
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forfook her, and fhe funk on the pave- 
ment. The Earl ftarted a few fteps 
back, and ftood fufpended in wonder. 
The looks of the whole group dcfy 
_ -defcription. ‘* Take a {word,” faid the 
Earl, recovering himfelf, ‘* and defend 
| your life.’ ‘* Never, my lord, never! 
Though I have been hurried by the 
- force of paffion, to rob you of a fitter, 
I will not aggravate my guilt by the 
murder ‘of the brother. Your life has 
already been once endangcred through 
my means, though not by my defign; 
- Heaven knows'the anguifh which that” 
accident coftme. The impetuofity of 
paffion impelled me onward with irre- 
—fiftible fury ; it urged me to violate the 
facred duties of gratitude —of friend- 
fhip=—-and of humanity, To live in | 
{hame, and in the confcioufnefs of guilt, 
is aliving death. With your fword do 
juftice to yourfelf and virtue ; and {pare 
me the mifery of long comparing what 
Jam, with what I was.’ ‘* Away—_ 
ea you 
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you trifle,’ faid the Earl, ‘* defend 
yourfelf.” The Count repeated his re- 
_. fufal. “And you, villain,” faid Ofbert, 
turning to the man who had confeffed 
the plot, ** your pretended ignorance of 
the prefence of the Count; your per- 
fidy fhall be rewarded.” ** As I now 
plead for mercy, my lord, I knew not 
he was here.” ‘* The fellow fpeaks 
truth,” faid the Count, °° he was igno- 
rant of the place where he was to meet 
me. I was approaching this fpot to 
— difcover myfelf to the dear objc&t of my 
 paffion, when your people furprized and 
took me.” Mary confirmed the tefti- 
mony of the Count, by declaring that 
fhe had not till that moment feen him 
fince fhe quitted the caftle of Dunbayne. 
She pleaded for his life, and alfo for the 
fervants, who had oppofed the cruelty 
of their comrades. ‘* I‘am no affaffin,” 
faid the Earl, ‘ let the Count take a 
- fword, and fight me on equal terms.” 


| eee § Shall virtue be reduced to an 
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equality with vice?” faid the Count, 
<* No, my lord, plunge your - 
{word in my heart, and expiate my 
guilt.” The Earl ftill urged him to 
defence ; and the Count ftill perfifted © 
in refufal. Touched by the recollection 
of paft friendfhip, and grieved that a 
foul like the Count’s fhould ever be 
under the dominion of. vice, Ofbert 
threw down his {word, and overcome 
with a fort of tendernefs — ‘‘ Go, my 
lord, your perfon is fafe ; and if it is 
neceflary to your peace, — ftretching 
forth his hand, — take my forgivencfs.” _ 
The Count, overcome by his gencrofity, 
and by a fenfe of his own unworthinefs, 
fhrunk back: ‘* Forbear, my lord, to 
wound by your goodnefs, a mind alrea- 
dy too fenfible of its own debafement ; 
nor excite by your generofity, a remorfe 
too keen to be endured. Your re- 
proaches I can bear,— your vengeance 
I folicit,-—— but your kindnefs inflicts 
a torture too exquifite for my foul.” 
“© Never, my Lord,” continued he, the 
, | : bio 
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big tear fwelling in. his cyc, — © never 
more fhall your fricndfhip be polluted 
by my unworthinefs. Since you will 
not fatisfy juftice, by taking my life, I 
go to lofe it in the obfcurity of diftant 
regions. Yet, ere I go, fuffer me to 
make one laft requeft to you, and to that 
dear lady whom I have thus injured, 
and on whom my eyes now gaze for the 
laft time, — fuffer me to hope that you 
will blot from your memory the exift- 
ence of Santmorin.” He concluded the 
fentence with a proan, which vibrated 
upon the hearts of all prefent; and 
Without waiting for a reply, hurried 
- from the fcene. The Earl had turned 
away his head in pity, and when he 
again looked round to reply, perceived 
that the Count was departed ; he fol- 
lowed his fteps through the cloifter, — 
he called — but he was gone. 


Alleyn had ieienenl the Count with 


a mixture of pity and admiration; and — 
he- 
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he fighed for the weaknefs of human 


nature. ‘* How,” faidthe Karl, return.- 


ing eagerly to Alleyn, —‘* how can I | 
recompenfe you for my injurious fufpi- 
cions, and my injurious treatment ? — 
How can you forgive, or I forget my 
injuftice ? Butthe myftery of this affair, 
and the doubtful appearance of circum- 
ftances, muft {peak for me.” ‘* QO! 
let us talk no more of this, my lord,” 
replied Alleyn, with emotion; ‘* Ict us 
only rejoice at the fafety of our dear 
lady, and offer her the comfort fhe is fo - 
much in want of.” The fire was re- | 
kindled, and the Earl’s fervants laid 
before him fome wine, and other provi 
fions. Mary, who had not tafted any | 
food fince the left the caftle, now took 
fome wine ; it revived her, and enabled 
her to take other nourifhment. She en- 
quired, what happy circumftance had 
enabled the Earl to trace her route. 
“© Ever fince I difcovered your flight,” 
faid he, ‘* Ihave been in purfuit of you. — 
N | —— 
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Chance directed me over thefe wilds, 
when I was driven by the ftorm to 
feek fhelter among thefe ruins. The 
light, and an uproar of voices, drew me 
to the cloifter, where, to my unutter- | 
able aftonifhment, I difcovered you and 
Alleyn: Spare me the remembrance of 
what followed.” Mary withed to en- 
quire what brought Alleyn to the place, 
but delicacy kept her filent. Ofbert, 
however, whofe anxiety for his fifter, 
had hitherto allowed him to attend only 
to hcr, now rclieved her from the pain 
of lengthened fufpenfe. ‘* By what 
ftrange accident was you brought hi- 
ther?” faid he to Alleyn, ‘* and what 
~ motive has induced you fo long to ab- 
fent yourfelf from thn caftle?” Atthe - 
laft queflion, Alleyn blufhed, and an 
involuntary figh efcaped him. Mary 
underftood the blufh and the figh, and — 
awaited his reply in trembling emotion. 
—"T fled, my lord, from your difplea- 
-fure, and to tear myfelf from an object 
| ) oe too 
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too dangerous, alas! for my peace. I 
fought to wear away in abfence, a paf- 
fion which muft ever be hopelefs, but 


which I now perceive, is interwoven 


with my exiftence.— But forgive, my 
lord, the intrufion of a fubjeét which is — 
painful to us all. With fome money, 
and afew provifions, I left my father’s 
cottage ; and fince that time, have wan- 
dered over the country a forlorn and 


-miferable being, paffing my nights in. 


the huts which chance threw in my way, 
and defigning to travel onward, and to 
~ enlift myfelf in the fervice of my coun- 
try. Night overtook me on thefe wattes, 
and as 1 walked on comfortlefs and be- 
wildered, I was alarmed by diftant crics 
of diftrefs. 1 quickened my pace; but 
the found which fhould have dircétcd 
my ftcps was ceafed, and a chilling 
filence enfucd. As I flood mufing, and 
tincertain which courfe to take, I ob- 
ferved a fecble light break through the - 
gloom; J endeavoured to follow its 
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rays; it led me tothefe ruins, whofe 
folemn appearance ftruck with a mo- 
mentary dread. A confufed murmur 
of voices from within, ftruck my ear; 
as I ftood hefitating whether to enter, I 
again heard thofe fhricks which had 
alarmed me. I followed the found; it led 
me to the entrance of the cloifter, at the 
extremity of which I difcovereda party of 
-menengaged in fight ; I drew my fword 
and rufhed forward; and the fenfations 
which I felt, on perceiving the lady 
Mary, cannot be expreffed !’’  ** Still, 
—ftill Heaven deftines you the deliverer 
of Mary!” faid the Earl, gratitude 
{welling in hiseyes; *f O! that I could 
remove that obftacle which with-holds 
you from your juft reward!” A refpon- 
five figh ftole from Alleyn, and he re- 
mained filent. . Never was the ftruggle 
of oppofing feelings more violent, than 
that which now agitated the bofom of | 
the Earl. The worth of Alleyn arofe 


more confpicuoutfly bright from every 
Shade 
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_ fhade with which misfortune veiled it. 
His noble and difinterefted enthufiafm 
in the caufe of juftice, had attached 
him to the Earl, and had engaged him 
ina courfe of enterprizes and of dangers, 
which it required valour to undertake, 
and fkill and perfeverance to perform; 
and which had produced fervices, for 
which no adequate reward could be 
found. Hehad refcued the Earl from 
captivity and death; and had twice pre- 
ferved Mary in dangers. All thefe cir- 
cumftances arofe in ftrong reflection to 
the mind of Ofbert; butthe darknefs of 
prejudice and ancient pride, oppofed 
their influence, and weakened their 


effect. 


- The soy which Mary felt on fecing 
 Alleyn in fafety, and ftill worthy of the 
efteem fhe had ever bore him, was 
dafhed by the bitternefs of reflection; 
and reflection imparted a melancholy 
which added to the langour of illnefs. 
3 N 3 At 
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At the dawn of day they quitted the ab- 
bey, and fet forward on their-return to 
the caftle ; the Earl infifting upon Al- 
leyn’s accompanying them. On the way, — 
the minds of the party were varioufly 
and filently engaged. The Earl rumi- 
nated on the conduct of Alleyn, and the 
late feene. Mary dwelt chiefly on the vir- 
tucs of her lover, and onthe dangers fhe 
had efcaped; and Alleyn mufed on his 
defeated purpofes, and anticipated fu- 
ture trials. The Earl’s thoughts, how- 
ever, were. not fo wholly occupied, as to 
prevent his queftioning the fervant who 
had been employed by the Count, con- 
cerning the further particulars of his 
{cheme. Thewords of the Count, import- 
ing that he had once already endangered 
his life, had not efcaped the notice of 
the Earl; though they were uttered in a 
moment of too much diftraction to fuf- _ 
fer him to demand anexplanation. He 

now enquired of the man, concerning 


the myfterious fcene of ‘the vaults. 
* You, | 
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© You, I fuppofe, are not ignorant who 
were the perfons from whom I received 
my wound.” ‘° I, my lord, had no 
concern in that affair; wicked as J am, 
J could not raife my hands againft your 


life.” ‘* But you know whodid.” ‘“‘1. 


w—~ IT —ye— yes, my lord, I was after- 
wards told. But they did not mean to 
hurt your lordfhip.” ‘* Not mean to 


hurt me ! — What then were their de-— 


figns, and who were the people?” 
“That, accident happened long before 
the Count ever fpoke to me of his pur- 
pofe. Indeed, my lord, I had no hand 
anit; and Heaven knows how J ericved 
for your lordfhip; and ——” . ‘* Well 
— well, inform me, who were the per- 
fons in the vaults, and what were their 
defign.” ‘* I was told by a fellow fer- 
vant; but he made me promife to be 
fecret; but it is proper your lordfhip 
fhould know all; and I hope your 


lerdfhip » will ive me for having: 
liflened to Its +: ‘Robert, faid he, as_ 


4 5. a) N 4 | we 
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- we were talking one day of what had 
happened ; —‘ Robert,’ faid he, £ there - 


1s more in this matter than you, orany 


body thinks; but it is not for meto 
tell all I know.’ With that, I begged 
he would tell me what he knew; but 
he ftill kept refufing. I promifed him 
faithfully I would not tell; and fo at 
Jatt he told me —‘ Why, there is my 
lord Count there, he is in love with our 
young lady; and to be fure as {weet a 
lady fhe 1s, as ever eyes looked upon; 
but fhe don’t like him; and fo finding 
himfelf refufed, he is determined to 
marry her at any rate ; and means fome 
night to get into the caftle, and carry 
her off. ‘* What, then ! — was it the 
Count who wounded me?—Be quick 
in your relation.” ‘* No, my lord, it~ 
was not the Count himfelf — but two 
of his people, whom he had fent, to — 
examine the caftle; and particularly 
the windows of my young lady’s apart- 
ment, from whence he defigned to have 

carried | 
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carried her, when every thing was ready 
for execution. Thefe men were let 
within the walls through a way under — 
ground, which leads into the vaults, ~ 
by my fellow fervant, as I afterwards 
was told ; and they efcaped through the 
fame way.: Their meeting with your 
lordfhip was accidental, and they fought 
only in felf-defence; for they had no 
orders to attack any body.” ‘“‘ And 
who is the villain that connived at this 
fcheme ?” ‘* It was my fellow fervant, 
who fled with the Count’s people, whom 
he himfelf lec within the ramparts. 
Forgive me, my lord; but I did not 
dare tell; he threatened my life, if I 
betrayed the fecret.” 


After a journey of fatigue, and un- 
_ pleafant reflections, they arrived on the 
- fecond morning at the caftle of Athlin. 
TheCountefs, during the abfence of her 
fon, had endured a ftate of dreadful 
fufpenfe The Baronels, i in her friend-. 

hip, 
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fhip, had endeavoured to foothe her 
diftrefs, by her conftant prefence; fhe 
was engaged in this amiable office, - 
when the trampling of horfes in the © 
court, reached the ears of Matilda. 
“It is my fon,” faid fhe, rifing from 
her chair; — ‘* it is my fon; he brings 
me life or death!” She {aid no more, 
but ruched into the hall, and in a mo- 
~ ment after. clafped her almoft expiring 
daughter to her bofom. The tranfport 
of the fcene repelled utterrance; fobs 


and tears were all that could be given. 


The general joy, however, was fuddenly 
interrupted by the Baronefs, who had 
followed Matilda into the hall; and 
who now fell fenfelefs to the ground ; _ 
delight yielded to furprize, and to the 
bufinefs of affifting rhe objectof it. On 
_ yecovering, the Baronefs looked wildly . 
round her ; —‘* Was it a vifion that I 
faw, or areality?” The whole cxm-_ 
_ pany moved their eyes round the hall, 
but could difcover nothing extraordi- 

nary. 
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nary. ‘It was himfelf; his very air, 
his features; that benign countenance. 
which I have fo often conteriplated in 
imagination!” Her eyes ftill fecmed 
in fearch of fome idcal object; and 
they began to doubt whether a fudden 
phrenzy had not feized her brain. 
‘Ah! apain! faid fhe, and inftantly 


relapfed. Their eyes were now turned — 


towards the door, on which fhe had 
eazed ; it was Alleyn who entered, with 
water which he had fetched for the 
Countefs, and on whom the attention 
of all prefent was now centered. He 
approached, ignorant of what had hap- 
pened; and his furprize was great, 
when the Baronefs reviving,: fixed her 
‘eyes mournfully upon him, and afked 
him to uncover his arm. — ‘‘ It 1s, — 
it is my Philip!” faid fhe, with ftrong 
emotion; I have, indeed, found my 
long loft child ; that ftrawberry on his 
-varm, confirms the decifion. Send for 
_ the man who calls himfelf your father, 
and 
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and for my fervant Patrick.” The fen- 
{ations of the mother and the fon may 
be more eafily conceived than defcribed; 
thofe of Mary were little inferior to | 
theirs ; an « the whole company awaited 
with trembling eagernefs the arrival of 
the two perfons whofe teftimony was 
to decide this intercfting affair. They 
came. ‘“* This young man you call 
_ your fon ?” faid the Baronefs. ‘‘1do, 
an’ pleafe your jadyfhip,” he replied, 
with a degree of confufion which belied 
his words. When Patrick came, his 
inftant furprize on fecing the old man, 
declared the truth. ** Do you know 
this perfon?” faid the Baronefs to 
Patrick. ‘* Yes, my lady, I know him 
too well; it was to him I gave your 
infant fon.” The old man ftarted with 
furprize— ‘Is that youth the fon of 
your ladyfhip >” ‘ Yes!” ‘ Then 
God forgive me for having thus long 
detained him from you! but I was ig- 
norant of his birth, and received him 
, into 
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into my cottage as a foundling, fuc- 
coured by lord Malcolm’s compaffion.” 
The whole company crowded round 
them. Alleyn fell at the fect of his 
mother, and bathed her hand with his 
tears. —** Gracious God ! for what haft 
thou referved me!” He could fay no 
more. The Baronefs raifed him, and 
again preffed him in franfport to her 
heart. It was fome time before either 
of them could fpeak; and all. prefent 
were too much affected to interrupt the 
filence. At length, the Baronefs pre- 
fented Laura to her brother. ‘‘Such a 
mother! and have I fuch a fifter!” 
 faid he. Laura wept filently upon his 
neck the joy of her heart. The Earl 
was the firft who recovered compofure 


 fufficient to congratulate Alleyn; and 


~ embracing him — O! happy moment, 
when I can indeed embrace you as my 
brother! The whole company now 
poured forth their joy and their con- 
pramilanions ~~ all but Mary, whofe 

emotions 


C2 2 


emotions t!-..% «-<creeme her, and were 
too powerfin ic? utterance. 


The company now adjourned to the 
drawing-rooin ; and Mary withdrew to _ 
take that repofe fhe fo much required. 
She was fufhiciently recovercd in a few | 
hours to join her friends in the ban- 
quetting- -room. 


ida the tranfports of the fcene were © 
fubfided — ‘‘ I have yet much to hope, 
and much to fear,” faid Philip Mal- 
colm, who was yet Alleyn in every 
thing but inname. ** You, madam,” 
addreffing the Baroncfs, — ‘* you will 
willingly become my advocate with her 
whom I have fo long and fo ardently 
loved.” ‘* May I hope,” continued he, © 
taking tenderly the hand of Mary, who 
flood trembling by, — “* that you have 
not been infenfible to my long attach- 
ment, and that you will confirm the 
pappinces which Is now offered me ?” 
A {mile 
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A {mile of ineffable fweetnefs broke 
through the melancholy which had long | 
clouded her features, and which even — 
the prefent difcovery had not been able 
entirely to diffipate, and her cye gave 
the confent which her tongue refufed to 
utter.. | 
The seated for the remainder 
of the day, was occupied by the fubject 
of the difcovery, and with a recital of 
Mary’s adventure. It was determined, 
that on the morrow the marriage of the 
Earl fhould be concluded. — | 
On this happy difcovery, the Earl 
ordered the gates of the caftle to be 
thrown open; mirth and feftivity re-. 
founded through the walls, and the 
evening clofed in univerfal rejoicings. 
On the following morn, the chapel 
of the caftle was decorated.for the mar- 
riage of the Earl; who, with Laura, 
came attended by Philip, now’ Baron 


Malcolm, by Mary, and the whole fa- — | 


mily.- When they approached the al- 
tar, the Earl re himfelf ‘to his 
bride, | 
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bride, —‘* Now, my Laura,” faid he, 

““ we may celebrate thofe nuptials which 
have twice been fo painfully interrupt- _ 
ed, and which are to crown me with © 
felicity. This day fhall unite our fami- 
lies in a double marriage, and reward 
the worth of my friend. It is now feen, - 
that thofe virtues which f{timulated him 
to profecute for another the caufe of 
juftice, myfterioufly urged him to 
the recovery of his rights. Virtue may 
for atime be purfued by misfortune,— 
and juftice be obfcured by the tranfient 


triumphs of vice,—but the power whofe 


peculiar attributes they are, clears away. 
_ theclouds of error, and even in this world 
eftablifhes his THRONE OF JUSTICE.” 


The Earl ftepped forward, and joins | 


ing the hands of Philip and Mary,— | 
“© Surely, faid he, this is a moment of 

perfect happinels !—T can now reward 
thofe virtues which I have ever loved; 

and thofe fervices to which every gift 
mutt be inadequate, but this 1 now 
beftow. - 
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